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Ojibway Parkway Wildlife Crossing 
Municipal Class Environmental Assessment 
Public Information Centre #3 

Information collected will be used in accordance with the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. 
With the exception of personal information, all comments will become part of the public record. 

The Study 
In 2020, the City of Windsor initiated a Municipal Class 
Environmental Assessment (Class EA) study to consider 
the construction of a Wildlife Crossing at Ojibway 
Parkway to re-establish an ecological connection between 
the natural areas associated with Black Oak Heritage 
Park and Ojibway Park. The Wildlife Crossing will provide 
a connection for local tallgrass prairie plant communities 
and safe passage opportunities for wildlife, including 
species at risk. The proposed Wildlife Crossing thereby 
reduces landscape fragmentation through improvement of 
habitat connectivity in the Ojibway Prairie Complex. 
The Study Process 
The study is being conducted in accordance with the 
requirements for a Schedule ‘C’ project as outlined in the 
Municipal Engineers Association’s Municipal Class 
Environmental Assessment (amended in 2023) document, 
which is an approved process under the Ontario’s 
Environmental Assessment Act. This study will address 
Phases 1 – 4 of the Class EA process. 
Public Information Centre #3 
Consultation with the public, Indigenous groups, key stakeholders, and regulatory agencies is an important 
component of the Class EA process. Public Information Centre #2 was held from April 19, 2021, to 
May 3, 2021. Key feedback received during this event was to consider a Wildlife Crossing that connects the 
Ojibway Park and Black Oak Heritage Park. Accordingly, the Study Team has identified and evaluated 
additional design options for the Wildlife Crossing and identified a preferred design that is proposed to cross 
the Ojibway Parkway and ETR tracks and will connect Ojibway Park with the natural areas associated with 
Black Oak Heritage Park. Public Information Centre #3 is being hosted to present the updated preferred 
design. This event is being hosted in two formats: 
Virtual Public Consultation: A project information package will be made available on the project webpage, 
starting Monday, December 18, 2023. Interested individuals are invited to review this information on their own 
time and submit any comments by January 26, 2024 using the online comment form. The project information 
package and online comment form will be available on: 
https://www.citywindsor.ca/residents/Construction/Environmental-Assessments-Master-Plans/Pages/Ojibway-
Parkway-Wildlife-Crossing-Class-Environmental-Assessment.aspx  
In-person Open House: In addition to the Virtual Public Consultation, the Study Team will be hosting an In-
person Open House on Thursday, January 18, 2024, from 2 pm – 4 pm and 6 pm – 8 pm at the Ojibway 
Nature Centre (5200 Matchett Rd, Windsor, ON N9C 4E8). Interested individuals are invited to attend this 
event where they will have the opportunity to meet with Study Team Members and ask any questions and 
submit comments. 
If you have any questions or would like to submit questions and comments via email, please contact the 
following Study Team Members: 
 

Michael Todd, P.Eng. 
Project Administrator 
City of Windsor 
mtodd@citywindsor.ca  

Nathan Hellinga, B.Sc., CPESC, CAN-CISEC 
Team Lead – Environmental Permitting & Compliance 
WSP E&I Canada Limited  
nathan.hellinga@wsp.com   
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PUBLIC INFORMATION CENTRE #3

OJIBWAY PARKWAY WILDLIFE CROSSING
MUNICIPAL CLASS ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 

WELCOME!

Virtual Public Consultation
18 December 2023 – 26 January 2024

In-person Open House 
18 January 2024 (2 pm – 4 pm and 6 pm – 8 pm)
Ojibway Nature Centre 
5200 Matchett Rd, Windsor, ON N9C 4E8



Study overview

Study process and timeline 

What we heard previously 

Work completed since PIC #2

New design options for wildlife crossing

Summary of evaluation and preferred design 
for wildlife crossing

Next steps

PURPOSE OF THIS PUBLIC INFORMATION CENTRE (PIC)



▪ The City of Windsor is undertaking a 
study to consider the construction of a 
Wildlife Crossing at Ojibway Parkway to 
re-establish an ecological connection 
between the natural areas associated 
with Black Oak Heritage Park and 
Ojibway Park.

▪ The Wildlife Crossing will provide a 
connection for local tallgrass prairie 
plant communities and safe passage 
opportunities for wildlife, including 
species at risk. The proposed Wildlife 
Crossing thereby reduces landscape 
fragmentation through improvement of 
habitat connectivity in the Ojibway 
Prairie Complex. 

STUDY OVERVIEW 

The 20 m wide Ojibway Parkway that 
carries approximately 20,000 vehicles per 
day, as well as the 8 tracks operated by 
the Essex Terminal Railway (ETR) to the 
west of the Parkway inhibit wildlife 
movement and ecological functions.



MUNICIPAL CLASS ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT PROCESS

Phase 3
Alternative Design 
Concepts for the 

Preferred Solution 

Phase 4
Environmental Study 

Report  

Phase 5
Implementation 

Compile an 
Environmental Study 
Report (ESR)

Place ESR on public 
record for a minimum of 
30-day review period

Issue Notice of 
Completion

Proceed to the detailed 
design and construction 
of the project

Monitor environmental 
provisions and 
commitments 

Identify alternative 
designs to implement the 
preferred solution. 

Inventory natural, 
social/cultural and 
economic environments

Identify the impact of the 
alternative designs after 
mitigation

Evaluate alternative 
designs to identify a 
preferred design

Undertake consultation

Select preferred design

Phase 1
Identify and Describe 

the Problem(s)

Phase 2
Alternative
Solutions 

Identify reasonable 
alternative solutions

Evaluate the alternative 
solutions, taking into 
consideration 
environmental and 
technical factors

Identify a preferred 
solution to the problem

Undertake consultation

Select preferred solution

Phases 1 and 2 have been completed.

We are 
here

Identify reasonable 
alternative solutions

Evaluate the alternative 
solutions, taking into 
consideration 
environmental and 
technical factors

Identify a preferred 
solution to the problem

Undertake consultation

Select preferred solution

Phase 3 was revisited.



Nov – Dec 2020 
PIC #1 to present 

Phases 1 & 2 
(Problem / 

Opportunity and 
Preferred 
Solution)

Apr – May 2021 
PIC #2 to 

present Phase 3 
(Preferred 
Design for 

Wildlife 
Overpass)

Dec 2021 
Draft 

Environmental 
Study Report 

(Phase 4) 
presented to 

the City 
Council

Oct 2022
Council 

Approved 
Amendment to 

Undertake 
Additional 
Studies

2022 – 2023 
Additional 

Phase 3 Work 
(Field 

Investigations; 
Identification 

and 
Evaluation of 

Design 
Options)

Dec 2023 –   
Jan 2024 
PIC #3 to 

present Revised 
Preferred Design 

for Wildlife 
Crossing   
(Phase 3)

Jun - Jul 
2024
Study 

Complete and 
Environmental 
Study Report 

Issued for 
Public Review 

(Phase 4)

Future 
Detailed Design 

(Phase 5)

STUDY PROCESS AND TIMELINE

▪ This study is being carried out in accordance with the Municipal Class Environmental 
Assessment process under Ontario’s Environmental Assessment Act. 

▪ This study will address requirements of Phases 1 through 4 of the process. 



▪ Previously, a four-span bridge was 
identified as Preliminary Preferred 
Design for the Wildlife Crossing.

▪ This structure included crossing of 
Ojibway Parkway and landing in the 
boulevard to the west.

▪ Significant comments were received 
from the public, government agencies, 
ETR, and Indigenous Nations to 
consider a crossing that would cross 
ETR tracks and land in the natural areas 
associated with Black Oak Heritage 
Park west of the ETR tracks. 

WHAT WE HEARD PREVIOUSLY 




