RBI
Windsor, Ontario, August 31, 2011

A meeting of the Environment and Transportation Standing
Committee is held this day commencing at 4:30 o'clock p.m. in Council Chambers there
being present the following members:
Present:

Councillor Hatfield (Chair)
Councillor Halberstadt
Councillor Sleiman
Councillor Payne
Councillor Valentinis

Also present are the following from Administration:
Helga Reidel, Chief Administrative Officer
Mario Sonego, City Engineer
John Wolf, Manager Traffic Operations
Josette Eugeni, Manager Transportation Planning
Lee Tome, Chief Fire Prevention Officer
Karina Richters, Enviromnental Co-coordinator
Delegates:
Chantelle Foreman, resident of Ward 2
Laurie Roy, resident of Ward 2
Chantel Robert, resident of Ward 2
Frank Favot, resident of Ward 2
John Charbonneau, resident of Ward 9

1.

Call to Order
The Chair calls the meeting to order at 4:32 o'clock p.m.

2.

Disclosure of Pecuniary Interest and the General Nature Thereof
None.

3.

Requests for Deferrals, Referrals or Withdrawals
None.
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Adoption of the Minutes

Moved by Councillor Payne, seconded by Councillor Sleiman,
That the minutes of the meeting of the Environment and Transportation
Standing Connnittee held July 27, 2011 BE ADOPTED as presented.
Carried.

5.

Presentations and Delegations

Item 2 Parking By-law 9023 - Amendments surrounding St. James Elementary
Catholic School
Chantelle Foreman, Ward 2 resident.
Chantelle Foreman attends the Environment & Transportation Standing
Connnittee to oppose the reconnnendations proposed by administration to restrict parking
on Poplar Avenue, from 7:30 to 9:00 o'clock in the a.m. and from 2:30 to 4:00 o'clock in
the p.m. on weekdays. Ms. Foreman explains the increase in illegal stopping and parking
along Poplar Avenue is a direct result of parents dropping off and picking up children
before and after school. Area residents have not directly influenced this issue.
Ms. Foreman explains that she will need to re-arrange her already busy schedule
to ensure that her vehicles parked on Poplar will need to be moved to avoid ticketing,
citing that many other residents on Popular will need to do the same. She states that a
large factor in settling on Popular Avenue was due to the availability of on street parking.
She also expresses her concerns and dissatisfaction with the notification process used to
inform residents of the proposed changes.
Ms. Foreman requests the bylaw changes be deferred to allow for suitable solution and
proper enforcement rather than enact the reconnnended changes to the bylaw. She
proposes that the St. James Elementary Parents Advisory Committee have the
opportunity to help resolve the situation and further, that that a Kiss n' Ride Program be
established at the school.

Laurie Roy, Ward 2 resident.
Ms. Roy informs the connnittee that residents on Whitney Avenue must also
contend with Windsor Regional Hospital staff members utilizing free on street parking as
opposed to paid parking lots on hospital property. This adds to the illegal stopping and
parking situation since there are little to no parking spots left for parents after the hospital
shift begins.
Ms. Roy distributes photographs to the connnittee depicting on street parking
along Whitney Avenue during both daytime and evening hours to help illustrate her
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concerns. She also distributes letters authored by Whitney Avenue resident Ms. Karen
Souchuk and Ms. Angela Demers attached hereto as Appendix "A," "B," and "C."
Ms. Roy supports a Kiss n Ride program for St. James Elementary and states that
she and other residents on Whitney Avenue were not properly notified of the proposed
parking changes.
Chantel Robert, Ward 2 resident.
Ms. Robert indicates that she resides across the street of St. James Elementary
School raises concern about the safety of children, which may be jeopardized when
residents are moving cars to acconnnodate the proposed bylaw changes at times when
children are most likely to be in the area. Ms. Robert further states that she has not
received notification of the changes.
Frank Favot, Ward 2 resident.
Mr. Favot states that the Catholic Board is not in favour of the bylaw change in
the St. James Elementary area but do support exploring the process to keep students safe.
Mr. Favot raises concern with the timing of the bylaw changes and suggests that it is
critical to involve the Parents Advisory Council at St. James Elementary. Notification has
not reached all residents in the affected area as some residents on Whitney and Myrtle
were not aware of the reconnnended changes. He believes that enforcement of the current
bylaw needs to be addressed.

Councillor Sleiman asks Mr. Favot to clarify his connnents regarding
enforcement.
Mr. Favot suggests that Traffic Enforcement could play a larger role by enforcing
the current bylaw with respect to stopping and parking illegally. He believes enforcement
during the drop off and pick up areas could help alleviate the situation using a visual aid
for the Standing Connnittee to reference.
Ms. Penny Durocher, Poplar Street Resident, further expands on Mr. Favot's
explanation stating that parents are often stopping or parking illegally on Poplar for an
extended period of time when to walk their children to the schools Kindergarten rooms
located on the opposite side of the school. These vehicles create a dangerous situation
forcing children to walk along the parking lane on Poplar where other vehicles are trying
to navigate a narrowed laneway due to the illegally stopped and parked cars.
Couincillor Halberstadt asks Ms. Foreman if driveways are located in the
neighborhood.
Ms. Foremen explain that some homes do have driveways, some can
acconnnodate two vehicles, however many families have up to three vehicles which
means that vehicles would still be parking on the street. Parking changes will force
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residents to move vehicles to vacant parking spots in driveways, if available or to another
street on a regular basis to meet the bylaw restrictions. It will also restrict where relatives
or friends may park when visiting.
Councillor Halberstadt asks Ms. Foreman what a suitable long-term solution
might be.
Ms. Foreman believes the parents not obeying the current bylaw are where the
problem lies. She believes that a solution needs to be reached at this level and not at the
resident's expense. A Kiss n Ride program would also assist with the congestion.
Councillor Payne asks J. Eugeni, Manager of Transportation Planning the
relationship to the St. James Elementary situation with respect to the written report?
J. Eugeni indicates that administrative report appendices were included to provide
background of policy approved at the City & School Board Liaison Connnittee, and the
Northwood School project report was provided to illustrate an example of implementing
that policy. The reconnnendation to prohibit parking and stopping at the reported times is
consistent with what is applied to many other school area's throughout the city.
Councillor Payne asks if the draft school policy has been applied to other schools
successfully.
J. Eugeni indicates that the same concept has been applied to other school sites in
the city. The availability of parking in driveways makes the area an ideal candidate for
the bylaw amendments.
Councillor Payne states that he would like a formalized policy on addressing a
school zone policy.
Councillor Sleiman asks administration where the bylaw changes are initiated and
if changes are reconnnended to enhance the safety of the students or to satisfy
neighborhood requests.
J. Eugeni explains that the changes to parking are largely made through the
complaint process and this particular situation was initiated by neighborhood request.
Proposed changes to the parking bylaw are a combination of both student safety and
resident requests.
Councillor Sleiman asks if a standard streamlined policy or area specific plans
will be utilized when addressing traffic concerns in school zones.

J. Eugeni indicates that any policy would need to remain flexible to address the
challenges that each neighborhood and school zone might present when trying to address
traffic congestion.
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Councillor Halberstadt questions the implementation process at the Northwood
School Zone project as supplied in the administrative report.
J. Eugeni indicates that School Zone signage is in place along Longfellow Road
has been placed and Northwood is yet to be placed. The pilot project is effectively in
place. A final report on the project will be forthcoming to City Council.
M. Sonego further states that traffic counts were conducted near Northwood
Elementary last fall and proper signage is being placed. Problems generally around
school zones are not speed related, but rather are with illegal parking, stopping and
pedestrian issues.

Councillor Hatfield asks administration about notification letters not being
received by all residents in the affected parking bylaw area.
J. Eugeni indicates that notice was mailed via Canada Post and there is no record
of residents not being advised.
Councillor Halberstadt and Sleiman indicate that they would prefer a standard
policy to address parking matters in and around school zone areas.

Moved by Councillor Valentinis, seconded by Councillor Payne,
ETSC 22/11 That the Parking By law 9023 - Amendments surrounding St. James
Elementary Catholic School" BE DEFERRED to allow the St. James Elementary
Parents Council, The Windsor-Essex County District School Board (WECDSB) and
residents in the affected area to consult with the Traffic Department in determining a
solution to the matter; and further;
That a final School Zone Policy BE ACCOMPANIED in that report; and
further;
That Parking Enforcement BE DIRECTED to patrol the St. James
Elementary neighborhood and address ''No Parking" and "No Stopping" by law
violations during the week of September 6, 2011.
Carried.

Item 3 Parking By-law 9023 - Recommended Amendments on Lappan Avenue,
Woodward Blvd., Blossom Crt, and Jane Crt.
John Charbonneau, Ward 9 resident.
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Mr. Charbonneau, a Lappan Resident for twenty-years attends the Environment &
Transportation Standing Committee to oppose the recommendations proposed by
administration to restrict parking on the south side of Lappan Avenue from Bliss Road to
the westerly limit of Woodward Boulevard. Mr. Charbonneau explains that as a disabled
person, he has support workers, chiropractors, nurses and occupations therapists that visit
him regularly and utilize parking on Lappan Avenue. Mr. Charbonneau expresses
concern with the distances these workers would be forced to walk to their vehicles during
late night hours unescorted or inclement weather may become a problem.
Mr. Charbonneau has petitioned the neighbours on Lappan Avenue and received
support from most residents opposing the bylaw changes. Mr. Charbonneau believes that
parking restriction concerns which began on a nearby road involving a garbage truck
should not have any bearing on Lappan Avenue, which is approximately four feet wider
than the other roads addressed in the administrative report. There has not been an issue
with ambulatory vehicles accessing the area.
Councillor Sleiman asks administration if the parking restrictions being
recommended are strictly for emergency vehicles accessing the streets.
J. Eugeni states that restrictions are being recommended as the roadways cannot
support parking on both sides of the street which can affect the flow of emergency
vehicles and operation vehicles.
L. Tome further explains that the Fire Department's concerns with parking on
both sides is that it will restrict or even prohibit the use of aerial devices since the jacks
used to support the truck may not be able to extend fully to the ground if there is not
sufficient room to do so.
L. Tome further indicates that another concern with parking on both sides is with
hydrant locations on Lappan, Woodward, Blossom Court and Jane Court. Parking on
both sides may slow responses to a fire situation.

Councillor Sleiman asks if the corporation still approves cul-de-sacs in new
residential developments.
M. Sonego, City Engineer indicates that cul-de-sacs are still utilized in new
developments, but there are some restrictions such as their length.
Councillor Halberstadt cites the Iris Place parking restrictions attached to the
administrative report.
J. Eugeni explains that the Iris Place decision that went to council in the past was
used to highlight and identify the process restricting parking on one side of the street.
Furthermore 9.8 meters of roadway is required to allow for parking on both sides and still
be able to accommodate emergency response and operational vehicles safely.
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M. Sonego further indicates that the city will recommend parking restrictions on
one side of the street where safety concerns have been expressed. The city would find
itself liable if corrective action was not taken to allow unrestricted access of emergency
vehicles.
Councillor Hatfield asks if Lappan is wider than Blossom or Jane Court.
J. Eugeni indicates the width in the cul-de-sac is 7.4 meters and sections of
Lappan and Woodward is 8.6 meters. 9.4 meters is required to allow parking on both
streets.
Councillor Payne states that a standardized policy for Collector Streets such as
Lappan should be developed to address these matters.
M. Sonego explains that the difficulty in creating the policy is due to the width of
the streets. Some collectors may allow for parking on both sides due to their width while
others may not.
Councillor Payne asks L. Tome ifthere have been any instances where an
emergency vehicle was not able to navigate unrestricted on a roadway such as Lappan
which is twenty-eight feet in width.
L. Tome could not recall any recent incidents, but speaks to his investigation of
Lappan where difficulties with parking on both sides will make lowering jacks on aerial
equipped emergency vehicles difficult.

Councillor Valentinis expresses concern that individual neighborhoods should be
examined and that concerns are shared by a portion of the residents before neighborhood
changes are implemented. Safety concerns should be addressed, administration is
commended for raising the issue and the solution, but proposed changes must be
weighed.
Councillor Halberstadt explains that parking is becoming an issue in many
neighborhoods as households are incurring more vehicles. Changes to neighborhoods
have to be identified to pros and cons before making decision.
Moved by Councillor Payne, seconded by Councillor Halberstadt,
ESTC 23/11 That the Parking By law 9023 BE RECOMMENDED to Council for
amendment as listed and attached in Appendix "A" EXCLUDING Lappan Avenue from
the most westerly limit of Woodward Boulevard to Bliss Road, and further;
That the City Solicitor PREPARE the necessary documents to amend the
bylaw.
Carried.
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That the City Solicitor PREPARE the necessary documents to amend the
by law.
Carried.
Councillor Hatfield voting nay.

6.

Business Items

Item 1 Enviro-Expo 2011
Moved by Councillor Halberstadt, seconded by Councillor Sleiman,
ESTC 24/11 That the Chief Administrative Officer and City Clerk BE AUTHORIZED
to sign the exhibitor contract agreement for the Enviro-Expo satisfactory in form to the
City Solicitor, in financial content to the City Treasurer and in technical content to the
City Engineer .
Carried.

7. Committee Items
None.

8. Adjournment
There being no further business, the meeting is adjourned at 6:05 o'clock p.m.

CHAIRPERSON
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Councillor Hatfield voting nay.

6.

Business Items

Item 1 Enviro-Expo 2011
Moved by Councillor Halberstadt, seconded by Councillor Sleiman,
ESTC 24/11 That the Chief Administrative Officer and City Clerk BE AUTHORIZED
to sign the exhibitor contract agreement for the Enviro-Expo satisfactory in form to the
City Solicitor, in financial content to the City Treasurer and in technical content to the
City Engineer .
Carried.

7. Committee Items
None.

8. Adjournment
There being no further business, the meeting is adjourned at 6:05 o'clock p.m.

COUNCIL SECRETARIAT

(j)
·Appendix "B"

"
--

--- -

CJ:l II

· · J, J}f;ft,zd .

--

,.

u(J_, fu,,· .. .<

d

v),4Q_,. ..... .... ...

........YYl, .

·

,._.,, ,_.,

·

. .. . .

L

...

I . ..

V

I

af:w

J_,
C)uJu
.

V

...

·--------l-----;· ..

/J7MY;;. .15{;;%f
..

[)

.. ... ... ..

--

. . ,

-

-.

--

-··--

-- --

'-..//r& A Y

,-,

c..-14'<.YF

·-·
-

·- ·-

. ..

--.

FI
·

·

.

'-"'-'·.·. ... ... .... ,, ,_,
.

...

•

.

L/}-,C,'1 /t,#l/U

·c.YI . .... .. . .. .

!

< A .A .,,,'\,,,

,,

,

.

-

0-AarJl(d()G(,

..

070!!::_0

.•

h

6 1

.

a

U<'.9H'K.
,

t

·.

{CJ:f &

.. .

. . ...
'.

dJ

...... ..

·· ,

l

.:

· ...

;/\A J L ,,f'·

. . . ,7 ,
WllWl

•

.

.

-

.II/Y \J 1 /

.·

.

.. ·.. •... .

...

.A .A .V V 'L A -'V

.J '.:;;'", ·
..
.. .

.

· /0
.· ........ •.

w c /L
{

it;&! u.Juz/ be

c .fu _ d .@

O

v.

3'62/;24-)/Jlw

Appendix ''C"

City Council:
Let me first say that myself, along with many of my concerned neighboors, would
have liked to be there in person today, but since the meeting regarding parking
regulation is taking place during business hours on a Wednesday, most ofus with
jobs are unable to attend. We are all very passionate about how unhelpful these
changes will be, and how unfair they are to those of us residing on these streets.
We're also very passionate about the safety of our children, but are certain this isn't
the way to make them safer.
First of all, anyone who actually spends time in the area can tell you that the vast
majority of the parked cars on the streets during the day belong to the employees
working at Windsor Regional Hospital. It's undeniable. They're all dressed in scrubs
and head for the hospital every morning. We watch them hunt and fight for better
parking spots on Whitney, St. James, and Chappell, and I've even seen them park
almost halfway down Myrtle. !fit's crowding you're worried about, this is certainly
the cause. It's our understanding that the hospital charges their own employees for
parking, so we certainly don't blame them for trying to find a free place to park, but
it's impossible to deny that their cars occupy the majority of the streets surrounding
St. James school. Just take a look around the streets in the evening, and you'll notite
there are less than half the number of cars parked on the street. Issuing residential
parking permits would easily solve this problem, but those of us that have suggested
it to city council members were met with annoyed and dismissive responses. We
were not impressed.
The second, and most significant reason these proposed changes will have little to
no effect is simply because parents dropping their children off at school already
ignore the posted "No Parking" signs. I see it every day when I walk my young
children to and from St. James school. The designated "No Parking" area on St. James
St. is the busiest area for parents to drop their children off. It's not just a few, it's
literally dozens, and on bad weather days they will even line up and wait for that
sweet spot right infront of the school that just happens to be a "No Parking or
Stopping" area. Once a month or so Parking Enforement Officers will show up at the·
school, and parents will still park there, making sure to rush the kids out the door
before the Officers have a chance to walk over to their car. The only people that will
end up being affected by this will be the few people that live on these streets and
actually need to park on them. At least all the hospital employees that park on these
streets have the option of actually parking at the hospital.
All that's really necessary here is that parent's need to be responsible and make sure
their children get across the street safely, and for the most part, they do. Most
parents don't need to be told to help their children cross the street. Sure I'll see the
occasional lazy parent that won't spend the time and/oreffort to get out of the car
and help their children get across the street. Now what I do see is a few parents that,
presumably late for work, will tear down the street, quickly stop, and speed off as

soon as their kid gets out of the car (keep an eye out for that black Chrysler 300).
This, if anything, should be the safety concern in the area, and in our opinion is far
more dangerous than parked cars.
Personally, I grew up in this area, Whitney Ave to be specific, directly across from
the school, and managed to cross the busy street safely every day, and parked cars
were never an issue. When I was young, my parents would walk across with me.
They taught me how to cross the street safely, and when I was old enough, I went
across the street to school on my own. That's all it takes folks, and it's something we
already teach our children regardless of what street or area we live in. Now I live
here with my own family, just a few houses down from St James school, and every
day I walk my young twins to St James and can honestly say I've never been
concerned for their safety in regards to parked cars, nor have I witnessed any other
children at risk due to parked cars. In my 25 years in this area it's really never been
a problem. I see no reason or benefit to taking away our right to park our cars on the
street. It just not going to solve what we consider to be a small problem.
Thank you for your time. 1 regret that I was not able to speak with all of you ir.
person.

Angela Demers

