RBI
Windsor, Ontario, August 29, 2012

A meeting of the Environment and Transportation Standing Committee is
held this day commencing at 4:30 o'clock p.m. in Council Chambers there being present the
following members:
Present:

Councillor Hatfield (Chair)
Councillor Sleiman
Councillor Halberstadt
Councillor Payne
Councillor Valentinis

Also present are the following from Administration:
Mike Palanacki, Executive Director of Operations
Wes Hicks, Senior Manager, Infrastructure and Transportation Planning/Deputy City
Engineer
Jane He, Engineer III (Acting)
Karina Richters, Environmental Coordinator
Robert Barlozzari, City Council Assistant

1.

CALL TO ORDER
The Chair calls the meeting to order at 4:30 o'clock p.m.

2.

DISCLOSURE OF PECUNIARY INTEREST AND THE GENERAL NATURE
THEREOF
None.

3.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES
Moved by Councillor Sleiman, seconded by Councillor Payne,
That the minutes of the meeting of the Environment and Transportation Standing
Committee held June 27, 2012 BE ADOPTED as presented.
Carried.

4.

REQUEST FOR DEFERRALS. REFERRALS OR WITHDRAWALS
None.
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COMMUNICATIONS

None.

6.

PRESENTATIONS AND DELEGATIONS
Item 1 Draft Climate Change Adaptation Plan

K. Richters, Environmental Coordinator provides the Committee with a PowerPoint
presentation entitled "Draft Climate Changes Adaptation Plan" attached hereto as appendix • ".

Councillor Halberstadt asks if rainwater would qualify as a pilot project.
K. Richters indicates that addressing rain water would be a feasible pilot project to
propose across the city and is appropriate to introduce due to Windsor's clay soil type.
Councillor Halberstadt asks if there are any listed projects in the report that could come
back for Council's consideration, what might those timelines be and who could decide the
projects?
K. Richters indicates that emerging priorities could be included in future capital budget
projects where appropriate on an annual basis. Determination of which projects could be
implemented into future capital budget projects could be recommended to City Council for
consideration.

Councillor Payne asks if the reporting of climate change takes into account mitigation.
K. Richters explains that mitigation is characterized in ICLEI report using up to twenty
four global models. Mitigation was also taken into account when devising the scenario models.
Councillor Sleiman asks if rising temperatures are a result of increased and intensified
rainfall the region has experienced in recent years?
K. Richters explains that rising temperatures p r o v i d e s w a y for increased w a t e r
. Evaporation in the atmosphere, which could be correlation to the intensity of the rainfall or
increased rainfall.
Councillor Valentinis requests to know if there is a plan of action for Council to consider
at budget time with highlighted initiatives provided by Administration.
K. Richter's responds that there are some highlighted priorities found in the report that
may be returned for Council consideration after pilot projects have been completed.
Councillor Valentinis states that it is important that the initiatives the Corporation is
taking to adapt to Climate Change are listed and communicated.
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The Chair asks Administration if other steps are being taken to address climate change
factors such as installing oversized or larger storm sewers on new capital works projects.
Furthermore, could City Council receive recommendations at budgetary sessions for increased
sewer camera inspections or sewer inspections overall.

M. Palanakci indicates that not all new sewers may need to be oversized, but criteria will
be developed soon to help identify where larger capacity sewers will be required or encouraged
for future installation works. Furthermore, initiatives in the master plan are intended to isolate
those areas where flooding is being reported. Budgetary monies are being reserved to carryout
sewer inspections.
Councillor Valentinis asks about the status of the Downspout Disconnection Program.
W. Hicks explain that the program is currently voluntary and at no cost to residents.
Interested homeowners who wish to participate in the program can contact the corporation and
schedule disconnection.
Councillor Sleiman asks if over sizing future sewers will have a significant cost increase.
M. Palancki states that over sizing all new sewer installations could become expensive.
The preferred objective is to limit the amount or rainwater making its way into the storm sewer.
Moved by Councillor Sleiman, seconded by Councillor Payne,
THAT the draft Climate Change Adaptation Plan attached to this report BE
TABLED for 30 days for public comment, and further;

THAT the Author of the report BE DIRECTED to consult with City
Administration including members of the Environment & Transportation Standing Committee
and REPORT BACK up to six identified climate change adaption options as outlined in the
"Draft Climate Change Adaptation Plan" that City Council may consider implementing when
devising 2013 Budgets.
Carried.

7.

COMMITTEE MATTERS
Essex-Windsor Solid Waste Authority- Essex-Windsor Waste Diversion 2011 Annual
Report (March 2012)
Moved by Councillor Sleiman, seconded by Councillor Valentinis,
THAT EssexWindsor Waste Diversion 2011 Annual Report BE RECEIVED for

information.
Carried.
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Minutes of the Windsor-Essex County Environment Committee meeting held June 27,
2012
Moved by Councillor Sleiman, seconded by Councillor Valentinis,
THAT the minutes of the WindsorEssex County Environment Committee meeting held
June 27, 2012 BE RECEIVED for information.

Carried.

Minutes of the Essex-Windsor County Environment Committee meeting held July 5,
2012
Moved by Councillor Sleiman, seconded by Councillor Valentinis,
THAT the minutes of the WindsorEssex County Environment Committee meeting held
July 5, 2012 BE RECEIVED for information.
Carried.

8.

ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS
Item 2 Cabana-Division Road Corridor Improvements, Storm water Management
Study and Functional Design

Jeremy Wychreschuk, Essex Region Conservation Area (ERCA and Dave Deitrich,
AECOM are in attendance for questions.
Councillor Payne requests an overview of the Lennon Drain and what improvements
have been made thus far?
J. Wychreschuk, ERCA indicates that the Lennon Drain is an open channel running from
the Roseland Golf Course into the Township of LaSalle with the purpose of capturing rainwater
runoff. D. Dietrich, AECOM further explains that the drain has received some improvements in
in past years in St. Clair College at Huron Church Road area where a small pond catches the
water runoff.
Councillor Payne asks if there are more developments scheduled for the drain or have
they all been addressed?
D. Deitrich indicates that most of the drain located in the City of Windsor is currently
developed save for the exception of one small area south of Cabana Road between Howard and
Dougall, which are still undeveloped lands. The Lennon Drain will be further developed in that
area when that vacant land is developed.
Councillor Payne raises some concerns about future costs as noted in the report.
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D. Deitrich clarifies that the larger costs contained in the report were attributed to an
older report speaking to improvements to Cabana Road and the installation of new storm sewers
at that time.
Councillor Halberstadt asks about the 4.2 million dollar costs and timelines to complete
the project.
J. He answers that the monies allocated in the report for the project are estimates for
Storm water management drainage. Before any of this work could be performed, an
Environmental Assessment in the Division Cabana Road corridor must be completed.
M. Palancki further explains that the Cabana Road Environmental Assessment has been
completed and the forth coming EA would be the drainage component that was not addressed
with the road assessment.
Councillor Halberstadt asks if all the funding for project is approved in a five year plan.
M. Palanacki states it is not all approved, it will compete with other properties at capital
budget.
Councillor Payne requests clarification of ERCA's role and involvement with the project.

J. W ychreschuk, ERCA provides overview that ERCA has cooperated and has been
actively involved with the City of Windsor in similar projects such as the Grand Marias Drain
Project. It is also viewed as a partnership approach when addressing maters of the environment.

I.

Moved by Councillor Halberstadt, seconded by Councillor Payne,
That the report of the CabanaDivision Road Corridor Improvements Stormwater
Management Study and Functional Design, completed by AECOM, dated June I,
2012, BE RECEIVED for information and
That the recommended works be REFERRED to the future capital budget
process and used when planning road construction as approved by the Cabana
Division Road Corridor Environmental Assessment report.

II.

That the Essex Region Conservation Authority (ERCA) BE RETAINED as the
City's agent for the prerequisite Lennon Drain improvement work on the St.
Clair College property and east to Avon Driveway. The cost of the work will be
charged to Project ID 7092004 (Lennon Drain Improvements).
Carried.
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OUESTON PERIOD

Councillor Sleiman asks about utilizing ambient temperature in the ground which are
significantly cooler to help cool future buildings or structures
K. Richters explains that the practice of utilizing geothermal energy to cut costs on
cooling buildings does exist and has other commercial uses also.

10.

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the meeting is adjourned at 5:46 o'clock p.m.
The next meeting of the Environment and Transportation Standing Committee will be
held September 26, 2012.

