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November 25, 2016

TO THE MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF COUNCIL:
A special meeting of Council will be held on Monday, November 28, 2016, at 6:00
o'clock p.m., in the Council Chambers, City Hall, to consider the matter of the
Pelissier Street Parking Garage. An agenda for this meeting was previously
distributed.
A meeting of the Executive Standing Committee will be held, immediately followinci
the special meetinci of Council on Monday, November 28, 2016, in the Council
Chambers, City Hall. The agenda for this meeting was previously distributed.

BY ORDER OF THE MAYOR.
Yours very truly,

Valerie Critchley
City Clerk
/bm
c.c. Chief Administrative Officer
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SPECIAL MEETING OF COUNCIL
CONSOLIDATED AGENDA
(available also at www.citywindsor.ca)

Monday, November 28, 2016
6:00 o’clock p.m.
Council Chambers, 3rd Floor, Windsor City Hall
(UPDATED: November 25, 2016 at 12:00 noon)
Members:

Mayor Dilkens
Ward 1 - Councillor Fred Francis
Ward 2 - Councillor John Elliott
Ward 3 - Councillor Rino Bortolin
Ward 4 - Councillor Chris Holt
Ward 5 - Councillor Ed Sleiman
Ward 6 - Councillor Jo-Anne Gignac
Ward 7 - Councillor Irek Kusmierczyk
Ward 8 - Councillor Bill Marra
Ward 9 - Councillor Hilary Payne
Ward 10 - Councillor Paul Borrelli
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Special Meeting of Council
Monday, November 28, 2016

1.
1.1.

ORDER OF BUSINESS
In the event of the absence of the Mayor, Councillor Kusmierczyk has been
appointed Acting Mayor for the month of November, 2016 in accordance with
By-Law 189-2014.

2.

CALL TO ORDER

3.

DISCLOSURE OF PECUNIARY INTEREST AND THE GENERAL NATURE
THEREOF

4.

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

5.

REQUESTS FOR DEFERRALS, REFERRALS OR WITHDRAWALS

6.

PRESENTATIONS AND DELEGATIONS

7.1

Pelissier Street Parking Garage - Ward 3 (S 209/2016)

Page |2

a) Caitlin Malloy-Marcon, representing MKSK Studios, Landscape
Architecture/Urban Design/Planning
b) Mark Boscariol, Downtown Windsor business owner of 251-271
Ouellette Avenue and 37-39 Chatham Street East and owner of
Snackbar-B-Q Restaurant
c) Lori Newton, representing Bike Windsor Essex
d) Larry Horwitz and Daniel Ableser, representing the Downtown Windsor
BIA
e) Bob Williams, representing Royal Windsor Terrace, Victoria Park Place
and Windsor Pride Community Centre
f) Jackie Lassaline, Principal Planner, Lassaline Planning
g) Sarah Cipkar, Community Development Coordinator, Downtown Windsor
Community Collaborative
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Special Meeting of Council
Monday, November 28, 2016
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h) Bill Kachmaryk, resident of Ward 6
i) Rhys Trenhaile, resident of Ward 2
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION (attached)
i.
Administration submitting the attached memo dated November 25, 2016
ii.
William Kachmaryk, resident of Ward 6 submitting e-mail received
November 25, 2016
iii.
Philippa von Ziegenweidt, resident of Ward 6 submitting the attached email dated November 24, 2016
iv.
Harmony Peach, downtown business owner, submitting the attached
letter received November 24, 2016

7.

REGULAR BUSINESS ITEMS

8.

BY-LAWS (First and Second Readings) (previously distributed)

8.1.

181-2016 A BY-LAW TO CONFIRM PROCEEDINGS OF THE COUNCIL OF
THE CORPORATION OF THE CITY OF WINDSOR AT ITS MEETING HELD
ON THE TWENTY-EIGHTH DAY OF NOVEMBER, 2016

9.

MOVE BACK INTO FORMAL SESSION

10.

THIRD AND FINAL READING OF THE BY-LAWS
By-Law 181-2016

11.

ADJOURNMENT
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THE CORPORATION OF THE CITY OF WINDSOR
MISSION STATEMENT:

The City of Windsor, with the involvement of its citizens, w/7/ deliver effective

i—"-^?"

and responsive municipal services, and will mobHsze innovafive commnmty
partnerships "

TO:

Mayor & City Council

FROM:

Valerie Critchley
City Clerk and Licence Commissioner &

ADDITIONAL
INFORMATION

Corporate Leader for Public Engagement & Human Services

DATE:

November 25,2016

RE:

Pelissier Street Parking Garage - Council Report # S209/2016- Additional
Information

As stated in the above noted report, on November 7, 2016, at its in-camera session, Council
resolved to reject the offer to lease presented for the commercial spaces in the Pelissier Street
parking garage. As a continuation of this discussion. Council then further resolved to return the
space to parking and to give the existing tenants six months' notice to vacate.
However, in order to allow for public input, the matter is being brought back to the November
28th public session of Council for final formal direction from Council with respect to the use of
the space.

In order to commence this discussion, the following procedural resolution, which requires a

simple majority, will first be required:
THAT the portion of the in camera resolution of Council dated November 7, 2016
directing Administration to take the required actions to convert the ground floor
commercial units in the Pelissier Street to parking space, and the further direction to give
the existing tenants six months' notice to vacate BE RESCESTDED.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

f\

/LC

Valerie Critchley
City Clerk and Licence Commissioner &
Corporate Leader for Public Engagement & Human Services
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ADDITIONAL ITEM N0.7.1
Windsor City Coi'n'ilTe. ^rFpeTssi"" " INFORMATION C^HN?FLSS^S
Mayor Dilkens and Council the question posed to your respective offices during your tenure on .^ 9 (^ ^
Council is simply "HOW DO YOU MEASURE PROGRESS"? '' '' T " M ""
The somewhat popular adage "Back to the Future" should not apply in this instance.

RECEIVED

The future of Windsor's urban core should not be short changed through interpretation of questionable
economics related to fundamental cost toward upkeep and refurbishment of public facilities.
Moving forward is creating something that is better than it was.
One must recall that the east side of Ouellette Avenue adjacent to the tunnel exit was once a parking lot
with a chain link fence lined with roses forming the separator for the pedestrian walk.
Commercial replaced parking at the site. Many of the shop fronts have or are vacant. There is no
urgency on the part of private interests with obligations to respond to municipal assessment benefit to
convert the commercial to parking. Looking forward makes good business sense.

Council must not short change the future of the City of Windsor in robbing one entity to accommodate
another.

The transformation set in responding to the vision of the neighbouring shop keepers and professionals
respected by Council of the day by the creation of a parking structure accommodating commercial
development at street level. Accordingly, the second floor level was set approximately 12 feet above
the sidewalk.... much more than needed for parking.

Need is a generative factor in the decision making process. When Park Pelissier was built, my office
was within 3 storefronts of what was once a surface parking lot, a visual blight on the detrimental to the
character of an urban pedestrian way next adjacent to Ouellette Avenue.
The inception of my local experience originating in 1955 leading to 50 + years in the practice of
architecture. I've seen controlled urban design principles fall into disorder. As an example, the formality
of the Faludi Windsor Avenue Esplanade, with a focal feature symbolic of governmental presence as its
anchor and a focal visual feature , typical of many urban centres gave way to a planning s it happened
disarray of structures with the urban core.

The question of what might have been pertinent to possibilities has often resurfaced during the
development of the urban core in relation to what did occur particular to many urban centres.
As in many public administrations hard decisions have to be made, but such decisions should not sell
out belief in the process. Sound economic planning is a virtuous endeavour in forwarding the process
of what identifies the streetscape of an urban centre.

Maintaining commercial all along Pelissier Street is not a sentimental emotion. Maintining commercial
along Pelssier Street is a rational action.

Council must come to the realization that assuming the role of the landlord does have inherent
responsibilities in budgeting appropriate measures to assume the costs of such responsibility.
I personally believe that this Council will fulfill their mandate to enrich the planning process within the
urban core. /William Kachmaryk, B. Arch., (UofT), OAA, Architect
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From: Philippa van Ziegenweidt

Sent: Thursday, November 24, 2016 3:35 PM ADDITIONAL
Subject: Re: Pelissier Street Parking Garage

Good afternoon, ' ' ITEM NO. T/
I would be grateful if you would replace what I wrote to you earlier regarding the
Pelissier Street Parking Garage issue with the following for the official record for next
week's Special Council Meeting:
I was a delegate at the Council Meeting in June when the Pelissier Street Parking
Garage issue was debated. Less than six months later, the issue is up for discussion
again. My reasons for opposing converting the first floor to parking remain unchanged.
The Pelissier Street Parking Garage has 349 parking spots today. It has generated
losses from 2010 onwards according to the schedules accompanying the agenda. In
2013, the net loss amounted to $501 per parking spot. The good news is that this was

down from $590 for each parking spot in 2012 and $784 in 2011.
The reports also indicate that there is no unmet demand for parking in this garage.
It makes no financial sense to invest money in order to provide 42 additional lossmaking parking opportunities.
Progressive and enlightened decision-makers throughout the developed world are
decreasing their inventory of parking.
It makes more sense to invest in public transit rather than competing with it by providing
even more subsidized parking.
If anything, the success of the Downtown Windsor Farmers Market and the businesses
on Maiden Lane are having a positive impact on Pelissier, increasing the need for retail
opportunities as the area slowly becomes more trendy.
My recommendation, if retail tenants truly can't be found, is to offer the space to
community organizations operating bare-bones community enterprises, such as a
bicycle hub (rental and repair), or a food hub like an indoor farmers market or food box
distribution point. This would require a minimum investment while putting the space to
good use. It is also in alignment with the Government of Ontario's strategy of
encouraging community hubs to better utilize excess capacity in public buildings.
Sincerely,

Philippa van Ziegenweidt
Ward 6 resident
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ADDITIONAL

INFORL. Vl'iON

532 Pelisser Street
Windsor, ON

ITEM NO. TI

N8R 1T1
226-783-1997
info@hellobeautifulcustomfashion.com

CtTY OF WINDSOR

COUNCIL SERVICES
ATTENTION: Mayor Drew Dilkens and Members of Council
RE: Ground Floor Retail/Parking - Pelissier Street Parking Garage
Dear Mayor Dilkens and Members of Council,

MV 2.4ZQ18

RECEIVED

My name is Harmony Peach and my business partner Lori Moore and I own Hello Beautiful

Custom Fashion & Bridal Boutique located at 532 Pelissier Street. 1 am writing this letter to respectfully/
request that you reconsider your determined stance to convert the ground floor retail units in the

Pelissier Street parking garage into more parking.
We have been in our current location for more than two years now. Anecdotally/1 can confirm
that this area does not need more parking. There are more often than not available metered spaces on
the street. In addition, there are nearly always vacant (all-day) spaces at either the city-owned lot or the
private lots on the corner of Pelissier and Wyandotte,
Furthermore, we desperately need the businesses that we have in the area to stay. Why, when
you recognize the desperate struggle to retain retailers and businesses to fill the vacant locations in the
downtown are you vacating businesses?
Moreover, your plan involves decimating the walkability needed to revitalize downtown. Can
you not see that there are well intentioned, thoughtful entrepreneurs working desperately in the core to

try and bring the slum of mismanagement back from the brink of a bygone administration that had little
foresight for the future?
I would suggest your plan to convert this retail space as you have indicated errs on the side of a

similar thought process. Mayor Dilkens, you yourself have been quoted as recognizing the high vacancy
rate downtown. I think we can all agree that, at base, paid parking spaces generate user fees. If we
have abysmal vacancy, please, where is the rationality that we need more parking spaces? Who are the
'users' who so desperately need these spaces that you are willing to gut our efforts to restore a thriving

core which must include walkable spaces if it is to be resuscitated?
I implore each and every one of you, please, be creative in the solution for this space. Please,
consider what you yourself want out of your own city. Step outside of your political role and consider
what you enjoy doing in your off-time. We need more spaces in the core that reflect community and
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vitality. We need diversity of services and creative spaces. We need places that are attractive for
people to want to engage with, and not more concrete to put our cars on.

I would suggest being creative in the way that you choose to utilize this space has the potential
to help to relnvigorate our city. Please do not force our residents to shop big box and at the mail.

Please do not force them to have to leave their neighbourhood and/or the country (as many do when
they head across the border) to find entertainment and to play.
Think of how you yourself behave. If you are able to walk to multiple services in one location,
would you not choose to remain in that location to avail yourself of these services? Conversely, if you

require multiple services, but have a choice to find them within walking distance or have to drive around
from point to point in the downtown you are envisioning, which option would you choose? Of course,
you would choose convenience.
As a business owner located on the street that you plan to further decimate, I implore you to
reconsider. As a citizen who wants to see my downtown become solidified as a place where I can spend
time enjoying a creative and unique experience, I implore you to reconsider. As a human being who
breathes air 1 implore you to reconsider. Hypothetically speaking/ if we really do "need" these
additional parking spaces, perhaps/ another viable alternative could be to encourage those who would

utilize them to instead ride public transit?
I understand that you are saddled with a dilapidated structure and that you are having trouble
finding a tenant to agree to fix up the space that the decisions of others have allowed to disintegrate.
However, i do not accept that we must all now pay the price for these decisions.
Please/ work with your BIA, Use your thoughtful creativity and consider how you can use this
space as an economic generator that gives back to the community. Might you entertain business

solutions? Could you RFP ideas for the space? Offer incentives to attract something wonderful?
Perhaps, you could spend those parking lot dollars on cleaning up the mess within this property that has
been allowed to go unabated for so long?
Once again, your BIA is strongly objecting to the 'solution' that this retail space must become
parking spaces. Consider their thoughtful creativity as well.

You have the opportunity to be leaders with this. You have the opportunity to decide that you
are going to put every effort forward to help to revitalize a downtown that is desperate for your action.
With all the care and due respect that I can muster, I encourage you to work with the citizens
who elected you, and to recognize yourselves as citizens when you consider how your actions shape our
shared space.

With Respect,
Harmony Peach
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