Item 8.4
Planning, Heritage & Economic Development Standing Committee
Meeting Held Monday, June 13, 2016

The Ambery-Isaacs House - "Foxley", 811 Devonshire Road- Request for Heritage
Designation
Moved by: Councillor Holt
Seconded by: Councillor Sleiman
Decision Number PHED 385
THAT the City Clerk BE AUTHORIZED to publish a Notice of Intention to Designate the
Ambery-Isaacs House - "Foxley", at 811 Devonshire Road, in accordance with Part IV
of the Ontario Heritage Act for the reasons attached in Appendix ‘A’, excluding points 3
and 4 from the section entitled Other Special Landscape Features as follows:
o Low hedge surrounding front porch platform of house
o Majestic deciduous trees framing the building
Carried.
Councillor Payne was absent when the vote was taken on this matter.
Moved by: Councillor Holt
Seconded by: Member Foot
Decision Number PHED 386
THAT Administration BE REQUESTED to report back to the Planning, Heritage and
Economic Standing Committee regarding the implementation of a comprehensive
Heritage Tree By-Law.
Carried.
Councillor Payne was absent when the vote was taken on this matter.

Report No. S 97/2016 (Administrative
Report Attached which was previously
distributed as part of the Standing
Committee Agenda)
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Planning & Building Services
MISSION STATEMENT
“Our City is built on relationships – between citizens and their government, businesses and public institutions, city
and region – all interconnected, mutually supportive, and focused on the brightest future we can create together”

REPORT #: S 97/2016
Author’s Contact:
John R. Calhoun, Heritage Planner
519 255 6543 ext. 6179
jcalhoun@citywindsor.ca

Report Date: 5/9/2016
Date to Council: 6/13/2016
Clerk’s File #: MBA/12593

Kristina Tang, Planner II-Revitalization
& Policy Initiatives
519 255 6543 ext. 6435
ktang@citywindsor.ca
To: Mayor and Members of City Council
Subject: The Ambery-Isaacs House - "Foxley", 811 Devonshire Road- Request for
Heritage Designation (Ward 4)

RECOMMENDATION:
THAT the City Clerk BE AUTHORIZED to publish a Notice of Intention to Designate the
Ambery-Isaacs House - "Foxley", at 811 Devonshire Road, in accordance with Part IV
of the Ontario Heritage Act for the reasons attached in Appendix ‘A’.
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BACKGROUND:

Front (east) elevation of "Foxley"

In 1994, then registered owners Dr. and Mrs. Archibald MacVicar and prospective
buyers Stephen (architect) and Mary Ann Marshall jointly requested to have the subject
property designated, in order to allow for the property to be eligible to receive funding
from the Community Heritage Fund. Ultimately, the Marshalls chose to withdraw their
application to designate the Ambery-Isaacs House - "Foxley". As part of a City-wide
exercise implementing Ontario Heritage Act legislation allowing for non-designated
properties to be listed on the register, the Ambery-Isaacs House - "Foxley", located at
811 Devonshire Road, was included on the Windsor Municipal Heritage Register on
August 27, 2007. More recently in 2015, present owners Christopher Peter Waters and
Anneke Rachel Smit requested heritage designation for this property. Dr. Waters and
Dr. Smit are both professors at the University of Windsor, Faculty of Law.

DISCUSSION:
Proposal:
The request is to designate this property individually, under provisions of Part IV of the
Ontario Heritage Act regarding municipal designation.
Legal provisions:
Part IV, Section 27 of the Ontario Heritage Act provides for designation of “property
situated in the municipality that is of cultural heritage value or interest”. The Act
(27.(1.1)(c)) includes the requirement for “a statement explaining the cultural heritage
value or interest of the property and a description of the heritage attributes of the
property”. Also, there are provisions for a municipal heritage committee to be consulted
about a designation before the council makes a decision on it.
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Ontario Regulation 9/06 provides criteria for designation under the Ontario Heritage Act.
Part 1.(2) of the regulation is underlined for emphasis:
“A property may be designated under section 29 of the Act if it meets one or more of the
following criteria for determining whether it is of cultural heritage value or interest:
1. The property has design value or physical value because it,
i.

is a rare, unique, representative or early example of a style, type, expression,
material or construction method,

ii. displays a high degree of craftsmanship or artistic merit, or
iii. demonstrates a high degree of technical or scientific achievement.
2. The property has historical value or associative value because it,
i.

has direct associations with a theme, event, belief, person, activity,
organization or institution that is significant to a community,

ii. yields, or has the potential to yield, information that contributes to an
understanding of a community or culture, or
iii. demonstrates or reflects the work or ideas of an architect, artist, builder,
designer or theorist who is significant to a community.
3. The property has contextual value because it,
i.

is important in defining, maintaining or supporting the character of an area,

ii. is physically, functionally, visually or historically linked to its surroundings, or
iii. is a landmark.”
Designation requires consideration from Council in two steps: The Notice of Intention to
Designate (current step), which provides direction for the City Clerk to give notice to the
owner, a newspaper and others of Council’s intent to initiate the heritage designation.
After thirty days, and if there is no objection, Council may pass a by-law to designate
the property in accordance with the Ontario Heritage Act.
The Ambery-Isaacs House - "Foxley" meets more than one of the criteria for
designation listed above.
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Architectural Considerations:

Front East elevation of "Foxley" (on left) and North elevation (right)

The Ambery-Isaacs House - "Foxley" is a two-and-one-half-storey house designed in
the Tudor Revival and Arts and Craft architectural styles. It was designed in 1907 by the
internationally recognized architect Albert Kahn. The building has an asymmetrical
massing with projecting volumes and varying wall setbacks, and steeply-pitched crossgabled roofs. It is constructed of red brick on the ground floor and with stucco and
decorative half-timbering on upper floors using cypress wood. There are numerous
double-hung multi-pane sash windows in decorative wood casing. The front façade is
enhanced by a simple but elegant flat wooden porch.

Dormers and front chimney (on left) and South elevation (photos on centre and right)

There are two prominent brick chimneys on the front and south sides of the house. The
overall design, together with well-landscaped grounds, was inspired by the English
countryside cottage style highlighted with handmade architecture in a time when mass
factory production was becoming commonplace. Although “Foxley” has a large floor
area, it does not give a sense of being overwhelmingly large in massing. The detail and
quality of the design and construction makes “Foxley” representative of the finest
houses in the former Town of Walkerville.
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Tudor Revival became much more popular in the 1920s so “Foxley” is an early example
of this architectural style in a domestic setting. The Tudor Revival elements of “Foxley”
are the half-timbering on the gabled verge boards and decorative half-timbering of
cypress wood infilled with stucco on the upper floors of the building. A varied pattern of
half-timbering is used on the building with the attic floor having vertical design and
second floors with crossed hatch design. Other Tudor Revival elements include
prominent gable, steeply irregular rooflines flared at the base, steeply pitched gabled
dormers, asymmetrical massing, prominent decorative chimneys with chimney pots,
narrow window under the front main gable and other double hung sash windows, wood
drip moulding and wood trim casing on windows, and a simple curved doorway.

Rear west elevation of "Foxley"

Albert Kahn chose to design most of the homes he was commissioned in Phase Two of
Walkerville with Arts and Crafts elements, as in the case of “Foxley”. Original
handcrafted details were emphasized. The architectural style is evident in these
elements: steeply pitched roofs, deep eave overhang, decorative wood brackets,
detailed carving on the front porch and the word “Foxley” etched on the crown,
decorative carved brackets with happy and sad facial expressions under the attic floor
ledge, front oak wood door with elliptical top and leaded glass windows. Other features
unique to this residence are the wood beam belt beneath each floor level, the flat-roofed
wooden square bracketed small porch supported by four square wooden pillars, variety
of bottom-half brick and top-half wood window projection and porch projections on
different sides of the house. Research was not able to determine why the residence
bears the name “Foxley”.
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Decorative sculpted bracket fixtures with sad and happy emotions (photos on left) and front porch (right)

The property was designed to have a generous setback from the street to allow for
panoramic views from rooms on the main floor to the garden. According to The Times
Summer 2005 issue on “The Foxley”, there are 118 windows installed in the building
which affords generous views from the interior. Kahn also employed the Arts and Craft
architectural style in the richly finished interior, including fine woodwork for door and
window trim, wainscoting and ceiling beams, large scale fireplaces and decorative tiled
vestibule. It was reported that the house used to contain a poolroom for after-dinner
drinks and cigars for men on the upper floor, and a storage vault for valuables in the
basement, however these interior rooms have since been modified with no signs of
these features. Kahn was also said to have designed the furniture for the house,
however the furniture was not retained by successive property owners. There are a few
pieces of rich wood furniture such as the dining table, dining chairs, and side tables that
were commissioned by the second owner William H. Isaacs in 1917 to a Toronto based
furniture company Murray-Kay Company Limited, that are now within the property. The
kitchen has been rebuilt however the original pantry with tiled walls and wood cabinetry
remains intact.

Front wood door with leaded glass (left) and vestibule with tiled floor and wood panelling (right)
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North elevation of “Foxley” with the dwelling on the left and detached garage on the right.

In addition to the main building, the detached double-car garage is original and was
constructed together with the main building. It was reported in The Times that a large
battery charger was found in the garage for an electric car that belonged to the Ambery
family, which was subsequently donated to Walkerville School. The garage features a
similar steep-sloped roof and red brick chimney and structure, with stucco infilled with
decorative half-timbering on the gable.
The
landscaping
at
“Foxley”
is
representative of the Tudor Revival period.
Many of the typical landscape elements in
Tudor Revival styles in both form and detail
are found surrounding “Foxley” including the
layering created by hedges and short walls
or through terracing. Stone-topped low
square red brick pedestals with low hedges
demarcate the property boundaries, and
flank the pedestrian pathways on the east
(front) and north (side) entrances to the
property, to provide compartmentalisation of space. Added interest is created with
smaller ornamental trees or tall shrubs. Taller majestic deciduous trees are used to
frame the view of the house and are strategically located to assist in the cooling and
heating of the building. In the summer months, the shade of the trees would reduce the
amount of heat entering into the building through the light stucco material of the exterior
walls. In winter months, the strong solar rays were desired and therefore deciduous
trees were favoured to allow the sun to penetrate the home.
Front entry with pedestals and hedges.
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Throughout the years, there were minor additions and renovations made, most of which
were respectful to the property’s architectural integrity. The wooden porch at the rear of
the property, originally smaller and unenclosed, was extended to double its length to
what it is now. Following renovations in the 1990s, the extended rear west porch and
the south verandah now has glass enclosures. The front wooden porch was made
entirely of wood before but now has concrete bases. The brick pedestal leadings to the
porch was originally connected to a red brick platform with brick wall. The pedestal was
shortened and the brick platform was converted to a concrete platform surrounded by
thick short shrubs, which still provide the terracing effect. Similar brick pedestals on the
north end and west south end to the porch were added. Between 2010 to 2012, there
was a major replacement of the windows throughout the house, most of which was
replaced according to the original design. Generally, the attic floor windows are four
over four window sash and the ground floor windows are six over one window sash.
There are a variety of window sashes in the dormers and second floor. An alteration
that changed the property’s character was the painting of the decorative half-timbering
which is made of cypress wood and has the durability of driftwood. According to The
Times Summer 2005 issue on “The Foxley”, the decorative half timbering was
unfortunately painted in 1960s and therefore will have to remain painted so as not to
cause damage to the beams.

129 Devonshire Road, Town of Walkerville 1924 Fire Insurance Plan, Sheet 9 Block 66 (dwelling and garage
are shown within northern portion of Block 66)

Based on the 1924 Fire Insurance Plan, the 2½-storey main building and 1-storey
garage were constructed of brick and shingle, with a verandah on south elevation west
side of the main building and a 1½-storey component at west elevation north end
constructed of wood. The municipal address of Foxley was 129 Devonshire Road at that
time. The entire block identified on the plan as Block 66 only housed Foxley and
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Harrington Walker’s residence. The adjacent Block 67 (to the east) also housed 2 large
executive homes on generously sized parcels.

811 Devonshire Road, City of Windsor 1937 Insurance Plan Vol. 2, Sheet 207 Block 20-66 (on left)
811 Devonshire Road, City of Windsor 1953 Fire Insurance Plan Vol. 2, Sheet 208 Block 2066 (on right)

Based on historical fire insurance plans (years 1924, 1937 and 1953), the main building
and detached garage appear to be largely original with few alterations or additions. Both
the principal building and the detached garage were constructed of brick with shingles
and the northwest portion of the main building in wood. The house is in good condition
and has maintained much of its architectural integrity.
The Ambery-Isaacs House - "Foxley" represents an excellent example of a mixture of
Tudor Revival and Arts and Craft style house in brick. In terms of details, design, quality
of construction. It is among the finest of significant heritage homes in the former Town
of Walkerville.
Historical or Associative Considerations:
The subject property is located in the former Town of Walkerville, founded by Hiram
Walker the industrial entrepreneur from the United States. Walkerville was community
planned and almost entirely owned by Walker family in the early 20th century.
However, the first inhabitants of the Walkerville lands were likely the Ottawa tribe led by
Pontiac. In 1765, following unsuccessful attempts to eliminate the British newcomers,
Pontiac granted what likely constituted the entire Walkerville lands to Lieutenant Edward
Abbott of the Royal Artillery Regiment and Alexis Maisonville. Lieutenant Edward Abbott
transferred the lands to Antoine Louis Labadie in 1769, whose grandson Eugene Hall
inherited shares of the Labadie farm upon his mother’s death. On December 22, 1856,
Eugene Hall sold a portion of the Labadie farm lands in lots ninety-five and ninety-six in
the Township of Sandwich East, the County of Essex, to Hiram Walker. Walker acquired
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additional parcels of lots ninety six in the first and second concessions of Sandwich
East from grantors John Montreuil, Luc Montreuil and Alexander Chapoton.
In 1858, Hiram Walker (1816-1899) relocated his distillery from Detroit to Canada. The
first phase of development was limited to the area between Detroit River, Walker Road,
Wyandotte Street and Kildare road. The streets were laid out in grid pattern and
industries on the north along Sandwich Street (now Riverside Drive) and on the east
along Walker Road, were separated from commercial residential districts to the south
and west. By 1869, Walkerville had been granted post-office village status. By 1879, the
first major subdivision plans for Walkerville showed five north-south streets, five eastwest streets including First (Kildare), Second (Devonshire), Third (Argyle), Fourth
(Monmouth) and Fifth (Walker); and five east-west streets - Sandwich (Riverside),
Assumption, Brant, Wyandotte and Tuscarora. The 1884 fire insurance plans of
Walkerville Distillery showed the distillery operations mostly limited to the north and
south sides of Sandwich Street (now Riverside Drive). The majority of the employees of
the distillery were housed in wooden dwellings south of the Grand Trunk Railway
Western Division. Development generally occurred systematically on north south streets
from Walker Road on the east to streets further west, and southward from the railway.
Hiram Walker also incorporated the Lake Erie, Essex and Detroit River Railway, which
spurred the growth of the distillery village further into a town with diversified businesses.
By 1890, Walkerville had obtained town status as petitioned by Hiram Walker to protect
his village. Walkerville was a self-sufficient model town. The Walker family separated
the distillery and other industrial uses from commercial and residential uses, and
engaged distinguished architects to design the early development in the community.
Through the Walkerville Land and Building Company, Walker constructed and rented
houses to his employees and provided amenities and facilities such as street lamps,
plumbing, fire and police protection, schools and churches. Devonshire Road became
Walkerville community’s main street where there was commercial development such as
the Walkerville Railway Depot, hotel, and Canadian Bank of Commerce all on the north
side of Wyandotte Street.
On September 15, 1890, parts of Lots 94, 95, 96 and 97 of Concession 1 of the
Township Sandwich East in which the subject property falls under, consisting of the
area south of Cataraqui Street, bounded by Fifth Street on the east, Erie Street on the
south, and the alley of First Street on the west, was subdivided under Registered Plan
No. 367. Lots on the Second Street of Registered Plan No.367 had a very different lot
plan from what exists today. Lots were sized smaller with the majority of lots on
Devonshire between Cataraqui and Niagara Street sized at 50 feet wide by 119 feet and
3 inch depth with an alley. There was no curved “St Mary’s Gate” street and the only
large lot in the subdivision was the Walkerville Country Club.
After the death of their father Hiram Walker in 1899, the Walker brothers Edward
Chandler, Franklin Hiram and James Harrington continued the town planning. They
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envisioned a Garden City design in the second phase of development (south of the
town’s first phase of development bounded by Cataraqui Street), which was a popular
planning approach in England in those days. The Garden City plans involved patterns of
curved streets designed to slow down traffic, and large amounts of greenery which
created a park-like setting. Portions of Registered Plan No. 367 (block between
Cataraqui, Third Street, Niagara and the alley of First Street) was re-subdivided in
Registered Plan No.490 and registered on Oct 22, 1903. The signature curved street
“St. Mary’s Gate” was designed to complement the construction of the St. Mary’s
Anglican Church. The surrounding lots were also reconfigured to larger lot sizes to
heighten the prestige of the properties located near the church and to maintain vast
amounts of greenery. In fact, according to The Times Summer 2005 issue on “The
Foxley”, through the Walkerville Land and Building Company, the Walker Brothers
created requirements for houses within the surroundings of the St Mary’s Church to be
a minimum of 3500 square feet in size, thus ensuring the substantial character of the
neighbourhood.

Photo of “Foxley” taken between 1910 and 1920. Source: Detroit Publishing Co.

The Walkerville Land and Building Company owned the subject lands and based on
The Times article, the Walker Brothers commissioned Kahn to construct a residence for
Charles Clayton Ambery (1865-1915). Originally from Toronto, Ambery moved to
Walkerville to be secretary to his predecessor William Robinson, who was the secretary
of the Hiram Walker & Sons Company. After Robinson resigned, Ambery was promoted
to be the secretary in place and eventually became director of the firm as well. Foxley
was completed in 1907 and Ambery lived there till his sudden early death at the age of
fifty in 1915. Although Ambery was survived by his wife and children, the property was
owned by the Walker family, who then permitted William H. Isaacs (1877-1941) and his
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wife Elizabeth Mary Isaacs to take residence. Isaacs was first hired as an office boy
when he was thirteen, then rose the ranks to become Assistant Treasurer in 1912, and
held the Director position at the Hiram Walker & Sons from 1915 to 1927. He is credited
for helping to negotiate the sale of Hiram Walker & Sons Company to Harry Hatch in
1927. His close relationship with the Walker family is evident. Even after the distillery
was sold, he continued to be director for other Walker family businesses such as the
Walkerville Land and Building Company, the Walkerville Metal Products, Walkerville
Lumber Company and Walker Farms. According to the land registry office records,
ownership of the land, consisting of Lots 1 and 3 and the east portion of lots 2 and 4 of
Registered Plan No. 490, was transferred from the Walkerville Land & Building
Company to William H. & Elizabeth Mary Isaacs in 1920.
However, by the early 1920s, the Walker family influence over the town ceased. The
town of Walkerville had reached its territorial maturity. By 1927, the Walker family had
sold much of their interest in Hiram Walker & Sons company. Despite residents’
preference for maintaining their independent town status, the City of Windsor’s need for
additional land resulted in the amalgamation of Walkerville into the City of Windsor in
1935. As a result of the amalgamation, in 1937 a citywide street renumbering exercise
changed the subject property to 811 Devonshire Road.
Isaac’s wife Mary Isaacs continued to reside at Foxley till her death in 1964. The
property was bequeathed to the Children’s Aid Society, who sold it to Dr. and Mrs.
Archibald MacVicar in 1964. Subsequent owners include Stephen and Mary Ann
Marshall who contemplated designation of the subject property in 1994. The Marshalls
completed major restoration work on the site. There were several changes in ownership
between then and the current owners.
Foxley represents one of the finest homes built for executives in Walkerville. It is an
early Walkerville mansion built at approximately the same time as Willistead Manor in
1907, and illustrates the quality of life of executive living in Walkerville. The subject
property represents a physical remnant of the Garden City developments.
Foxley also has a rich associative value since it is a fine work of an internationally
recognized architect Albert Kahn, who was a significant architect to the former town of
Walkerville and has several works listed on or designated on the Municipal Heritage
Register. According to the Biographical Dictionary of Architects in Canada, Albert Kahn
(1869-1942) was born in Rhaunen, Germany, grew up in Luxembourg, and moved with
his family to the United States in 1880. When he was fifteen he worked at Detroit
architectural firm Mason and Rice as an apprentice. He earned a travel scholarship to
Europe in 1890 which boosted his training and influenced his later works. According to
The Times Summer 2005 issue, when he returned from Europe, Kahn was delegated to
design the beautiful interior of Hiram Walker & Sons Office Building which was
instrumental in showcasing his talent and elevating his career. He started up his own
firm “Kahn and Associates” in 1895. His company was commissioned to design many
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properties for the Walker family and company, such as the Willistead Manor (1899
Niagara Street), the Harrington Walker Manor (adjacent at 1948 St. Mary’s Gate),
Walkerville Town Hall, and Canadian Bank of Commerce. Kahn was also sought after
by other executives for construction of their residences in Walkerville. He preferred to
use historical period architectural styles for residential, institutional and commercial
properties, and in particular designed many of the residential properties in Walkerville
using elements of the Arts and Craft architectural style. In addition to his residential
architectural commissions, Kahn is best remembered for being the most influential
architect in designing industrial buildings for automotive industries in both Canada and
the United States, that were utilitarian and brightly illuminated. Although Kahn was
never formally educated in architecture, he was able to create buildings in elaborate
designs and details. The Ford Powerhouse building in the former town of Ford City is
one of his works. Throughout his career, he is credited with over 1000 buildings,
including a variety of industrial, office and commercial buildings, and public buildings.
Some of his most celebrated works in the United States are the Fisher Building, the
Conservatory on Belle Isle, the Edsel and Eleanor Ford House, and the Detroit Athletic
Club.
Contextual Considerations:

Photo northeast view of St. Mary’s Church and “Foxley” taken between 1910 and 1920. Source: Detroit
Publishing Co.
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Photo of south view of Harrington Walker Manor and Foxley taken between 1910 and 1920. Source: Detroit
Publishing Co.

The property represents part of the Garden City town planning approach used in the
second phase of the Town of Walkerville’s development. Foxley is located at the
boundary between the first and second phase of development where the distinction
between the original grid street pattern and subsequent large lot and curved streets to
the south is ostensible. As described earlier, the lot pattern and size of Foxley and other
dwellings nearby were intentionally enlarged through a re-subdivision in order to support
the prestigious real estate surrounding St. Mary’s Anglican Church. The abundant
greenery of the large lots served as a gateway at the beginning of Cataraqui Street to
the core pride of the town which was St. Mary’s and Willistead Manor further to the
south.
The buildings around the Church, including “Foxley”, could be considered as one of the
premier locations in the town since it was reserved for Hiram Walker’s grandchildren
(Harrington E. Walker House is located on the same block as “Foxley”, and the Hiram
H. Walker House (since demolished) was located opposite to “Foxley”). These series of
houses were all designed by Albert Kahn and represent a collection of the finest homes
in the former Town of Walkerville.
The subject property is located on a visible corner on the southwest of Devonshire Road
and Cataraqui Street. Before the house to its south at 1978 St. Mary’s Gate (northwest
corner of Devonshire Road and St Mary’s Gate) was built, “Foxley” enjoyed unhindered
views to St. Mary’s Anglican Church. “Foxley” is one of the most recognizable landmark
buildings in the former Town of Walkerville.
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Official Plan Policy:
The Windsor Official Plan includes (9.0) “A community’s identity and civic pride is rooted
in physical and cultural links to its past. In order to celebrate Windsor’s rich history,
Council is committed to recognizing, conserving and enhancing heritage resources.”
Objectives include (9.2.4) “To increase awareness and appreciation of Windsor’s
heritage resources and encourage participation by individuals, organizations and other
levels of government in heritage conservation.”
Also, (9.3.2.1) “Council will identify Windsor’s heritage resources by: ... (c) Researching
and documenting the history and architectural and contextual merit of potential heritage
resources on an individual property basis”.
(9.3.6.1) “Council will manage heritage resources by: … (e) providing support and
encouragement to organizations and individuals who undertake the conservation of
heritage resources by private means”
(9.3.7.1) “Council will integrate heritage conservation into the development and
infrastructure approval process by: … (f) utilizing the demolition control provisions of the
Planning Act and the Heritage Act to assist in the protection of heritage buildings and
structures”

RISK ANALYSIS:
If designated, modifications or additions that affect any identified heritage feature will
require approval by Council, after consultation of the municipal heritage committee. If
not designated, inappropriate changes could be made to the building and demolition
may be more readily allowed.

FINANCIAL MATTERS:
The City will pay the costs of legal notices and registering the by-law amendment with
the Land Registry Office. The Committee's heritage operating budget will cover the cost
of the designation plaque. Once designated, the owner could apply for grants from the
City’s Community Heritage Fund to repair features identified in the designation, and
they could request property tax reductions for the costs of eligible improvements under
the City’s heritage tax rebate program.

CONSULTATIONS:
The Heritage Planner and policy planner met the owners on-site and discussed
identified heritage features.
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CONCLUSION:
The Ambery-Isaacs House - "Foxley" located at 811 Devonshire Road is one of the
finest homes in its design, quality and construction, and one of the best representations
of Arts and Crafts and Tudor Revival residential styles. It is constructed by
internationally renowned and locally significant architect Albert Kahn, and was the
residence for the top executives of the Hiram Walker & Son Company, Charles Clayton
Ambery and then William H. Isaacs. “Foxley” is representative as a neighbourhood
landmark, and demonstrates the Garden City concept in the residential core of the
former Town of Walkerville. Administration recommends initiating the designation
process for the Ambery-Isaacs House - "Foxley" under Part IV of the Ontario Heritage
Act to recognize and conserve its historical, architectural, and contextual features for
years to come. Planning staff appreciate the patience extended by the current owners to
allow the time needed to fully document and research the history of this property.

PLANNING ACT MATTERS:
N/A

APPROVALS:
Name

Title

Michael Cooke
Thom Hunt

Manager, Planning Policy
City Planner/Executive Director Planning &
Building
City Solicitor and Corporate Leader
Economic Development & Public Safety
Chief Administrative Officer

Shelby Askin Hager
Onorio Colucci

NOTIFICATIONS:
Name

Address

Email

Christopher Waters &
Anneke Smit

811 Devonshire Road
Windsor, ON N8Y 2M3

cwaters@uwindsor.ca
asmit@uwindsor.ca

APPENDICES:
1. Appendix ‘A’: Proposed Heritage Designation By-Law
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Appendix ‘A’: Proposed Heritage Designation By-Law

Statement of Significance
Ambery-Isaacs House – “Foxley”
811 Devonshire Road

Description of Historic Place

The Ambery-Isaacs House – “Foxley”, 811 Devonshire Road, was constructed in 1907
as part of the Garden City second phase of the Town of Walkerville developments, at
the southwest corner of Devonshire Road and Cataraqui Street. The property,
consisting of a two-and-one-half storey detached dwelling, one-storey garage as well as
landscaped grounds, designed in Arts & Craft and Tudor Revival style, are
representative of one of the architecturally finest properties constructed in the former
Town of Walkerville. “Foxley” was designed by internationally renowned and locally
significant architect Albert Kahn, and was the residence of Charles. C. Ambery and then
William H. Isaacs, who were both top executives in the Walker family businesses. It is a
residential landmark in the Walkerville area.

Cultural Heritage Value or Interest

Design or Physical Value:

The Ambery-Isaacs House - "Foxley" is a two-and-one-half-storey house designed in
the Tudor Revival and Arts and Craft architectural styles by architect Albert Kahn and
constructed in 1907. The building has an asymmetrical massing with projecting volumes
and wall setbacks. It has steeply-pitched multiple cross-gabled roofs with a slight flare at
the base. It is constructed of red brick on the ground floor and with stucco and
decorative half-timbering on upper floors using cypress wood. Numerous double-hung
multi-pane window sashes in wood casing are on all floors. The front facade is
enhanced by a simple but elegant wooden front porch. There are two prominent brick
chimneys on the front and south sides of the house. The overall design, together with
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well-landscaped grounds, was inspired by the English countryside cottage style and
emphasized picturesque handmade architecture in a time when mass factory production
became commonplace. The detail and quality of the design and construction makes
“Foxley” representative of one of the finest houses in the former Town of Walkerville.

Historical or Associative Value:

The subject property is located in the planned community of Walkerville, which was originally
owned almost entirely by Hiram Walker, his family and his companies. The property is part of
the second phase of development in the former Town of Walkerville, when the Walker brothers
planned for a portion of the town to be designed in the Garden City concept. “Foxley” was one
of the executive houses for high ranking managers in the Town of Walkerville and reflects the
high quality of life provided by the Walker family companies to their employees. Albert Kahn
was commissioned to design the property for the secretary of Hiram Walker & Sons Company,
Charles C. Ambery. While the ownership of the property was the Walkerville Land and Building
Company, Ambery and his family took residence at Foxley in 1907 until his death in 1915.
Subsequently, the company arranged for the successive secretary of the company William H.
Isaacs to live there and deeded the land to him and his wife Elizabeth Mary Isaacs in 1920.
Isaacs eventually became the director of the company, was instrumental in negotiating the sale of
the distillery in 1927. He had close relations with the Walker Family and continued to be
responsible for their other interests and assets until his death in 1941.
“Foxley” is a fine work of an internationally recognized architect Albert Kahn, who was a
significant architect in the former town of Walkerville and has several works listed on or
designated on the Municipal Heritage Register. While he was still employed with the
Mason and Rice Architects, Kahn designed the beautiful interior of Hiram Walker &
Sons Office Building, which was instrumental in showcasing his talent and elevating his
career. He started up his own firm “Kahn and Associates” in 1895, and the Walker
family were major patrons of his services. His company was commissioned to design
many properties for the Walker family and companies, such as Willistead Manor (1899
Niagara Street), the Harrington Walker Manor (1948 St Mary’s Gate), Walkerville Town
Hall, and Canadian Bank of Commerce. Kahn was also sought after by other executives
for construction of their residences in Walkerville. He preferred to use historical period
architectural styles for residential, institutional and commercial properties, and in
particular designed many of the residential properties in Walkerville using elements of
the Arts and Craft architectural style. Kahn is best remembered for being the most
influential architect in designing industrial buildings for automotive industries in both
Canada and the United States, that were utilitarian and brightly illuminated. Although
Kahn was never formally educated in architecture, he was able to create buildings in
elaborate designs and details. The Ford Powerhouse building in the former town of Ford
City is one of his works. Throughout his career, he is credited with over 1000 buildings,
including a variety of industrial, office and commercial buildings, and public buildings
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etc. Some of his most celebrated works in the United States are the Fisher Building, the
Conservatory on Belle Isle, the Edsel and Eleanor Ford House, and the Detroit Athletic
Club.

Contextual Value:

The large lot size and generous setback of Foxley and surrounding dwellings were part
of the Garden City concept that the Walker Brothers had envisioned in the second
phase of the Town of Walkerville’s development. The large lot size of Foxley and other
dwellings nearby were intentionally enlarged through a re-subdivision in 1903 to support
the prestigious real estate surrounding St Mary’s Anglican Church. The abundant
greenery of large lots like Foxley served as a gateway at the beginning of Cataraqui
Street to the core pride of the town which included St. Mary’s and Willistead Manor
further to the south. The buildings around the church, including Foxley, could be
considered as one of the premier locations in the town since they were reserved for
Hiram Walker’s grandchildren (Harrington E Walker House on the same block as
Foxley, and the Hiram H. Walker House (since demolished) were located opposite to
Foxley). These series of houses were all designed by Albert Kahn and represent a
collection of the finest homes in the former Town of Walkerville.

The subject property is located on a visible corner on the southwest of Devonshire Road
and Cataraqui Street. Before the house to its south at 1978 St. Mary’s Gate (northwest
corner of Devonshire Road and St Mary’s Gate) was built, Foxley enjoyed unhindered
views to St. Mary’s Anglican Church. Foxley is undoubtedly one of the most
recognizable landmark buildings in the former Town of Walkerville.

Character Defining Elements:

Exterior features that contribute to the design or physical value of the AmberyIsaacs House - "Foxley":





Built c.1907
Two-and-one-half storey building primarily constructed of red brick, half-timbering
and infill stucco
Tudor Revival and Arts and Craft Style elements, including:
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Front (East) Side
o Large steeply-pitched cross gable roof on south end with slightly flared base,
deep eave overhang and half-timbered verge board
o prominent boxed/rectangular red brick chimney with decorative corbel and stone
cap and two decorative chimney pots
o Stucco infill with decorative cypress wood half-timbering on the attic floor and
second floor: attic floor with vertical half-timbering and second floor with varied
timbering patterns
o Long narrow double hung four over four sash window in wood casing under the
front main gable on attic floor
o Two steeply-pitched slightly flared gabled dormers with wood shingle cladding
and decorative rafters on the front east elevation and half-timbered verge board
o Pair of double-hung six over six window sash in wood casing in each front
dormer on attic floor
o Wood beam belt beneath each floor
o Decorative sculptured bracket fixture with happy and sad emotions beneath the
attic floor
o Oriel window on the south end second floor with four narrow double-hung four
over one sash window with wood trim
o Two pairs of double-hung six over one window sash, with another smaller
double-hung four over one window with wood casing in the center of the second
floor
o Wood trim belt beneath second floor
o Projecting rounded wooden brackets on first floor ledge and porch
o Red English bond brick on first floor walls
o First floor windows with wooden casing and installed with stone sills
o Bay window with four double hung six-over one window sash to the north of the
front porch on the first floor
o Two pairs of double-hung six over one window sash on north and south sides of
the front walls on the first floor
o Flat-roofed wooden square bracketed small porch supported by four square
wooden pillars with the word “Foxley” carved on the crown
o Decorative floral carving on the top corner of the exterior and interior of porch
pillars forming curved porch entryway, and wooden ceiling
o Curved wood moulding for front door entryway
o Wood door with curved top and decorative leaded glass pattern
o Squared redbrick pedestal with stone top leading to front porch
North Side
o Steep gable roof with simple wood rafters and half-timbered verge board
o Stucco infill with decorative cypress wood half-timbering on the attic floor and
second floor: attic floor with vertical half-timbering and second floor with varied
timbering patterns
o Triple double hung four over four window on attic floor with wood casing
o Slightly sloped gable ledge beneath third floor
o Slightly sloped roof beneath attic floor with wide eave overhang and decorative
wood brackets
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o Double-hung six over one window sash on second floor; single window on east
end and paired window on west end
o Red English bond brick on first floor walls
o Boxed bottom-half brick and top-half wood window projection on the east end
with five double-hung six over one window sash on first floor with decorative
wood cornice
o Two small double-hung six over one window centered by one medium doublehung six-over one window sash on the west wall of first floor
West Side
o Large steeply-pitched cross gable roof on south end with slightly flared base,
deep eave overhang and half-timbered verge board
o One small double hung four over four window sash with wood casing on the attic
floor gable
o Low-pitched flat roof longitudinal dormer with wood shingle cladding on attic floor
o One small and one medium sized double hung six over one window sashes on
the dormer
o Decorative wood brackets beneath the attic level
o Stucco wall on attic and second floor
o Projection of gable roof on north end extending beyond second floor balcony
o Balcony of stucco material on north end of second floor
o Three varied double hung window sash and one sash door with wood casing on
second floor balcony
o Three narrow leaded glass window on stair-well level enclosed by thick wood
casing
o One large six over one window sash and one medium four over one double hung
window with wood casing on south end of second floor
o Wooden belt trim beneath second floor
o Red English bond brick on first floor walls
o Wood porch on north end
o Red brick projection on north end of wall with double hung six over one window
sash with wood casing and stone sill on south side of projection
o Curved arch vertical brick above sash door and above small four pane window
with wood casing and stone sill at center of south elevation
o Oriel window with four double hung six-over one window sash on the south end
with stucco at the bottom of the projection
South Side
o Rectangular red brick chimney end with depression in center of pillar, and
decorative corbel and stone cap, with three decorative chimney pots
o Steep gable roof and dormer on attic floor with half-timbered verge board
o Stucco infill with decorative vertical half-timbering on the attic floor and varied
half-timbering on the second floor
o Triple double hung four over four window on attic floor with wood casing
o Decorative wood brackets beneath attic floor
o Three double hung windows with wood casing on the second floor
o Large wooden balcony on second floor with wood railings
o Flat-roofed wooden porch with bottom half red bricked topped with stone and top
half with square wood beams on first floor
Page 22 of 24





Detached double car garage
o Gabled roof with wide eave overhang and simple rafter and half-timbered verge
board
o Squared red brick chimney and stone cap on south east end of roof
o Wood brackets on corner of roof slope
o Stucco infill with cypress wood decorative vertical half-timbering on the gable
o Red brick structure with slanted angled walls at corners
o Garage door opening on north end and man door openings on east and south
sides
Other special landscape features:
o Low hedge demarcating property boundaries
o Low square red brick pedestal stone-topped columns with one at south east
corner of property, two flanking front entry path at east side, and two in front of
the front porch
o Low hedge surrounding front porch platform of house
o Majestic deciduous trees framing the building

Interior features that contribute to the design or physical value of the AmberyIsaacs House - "Foxley":



Arts and Craft Style elements
o Vestibule with decorative tiled floor
o Full length oak wood panelling in vestibule

Features that contribute to the historical or associative value of the AmberyIsaacs House - "Foxley":







Part of the second phase of development of the Town of Walkerville, particularly the
portion that was re-subdivided to reflect the Garden City concept envisioned by the
Walker Brothers
Built as one of the finest homes in the former Town of Walkerville in its early years
for top executives of the Hiram Walker & Sons Company
Owned by the Walkerville Land & Building Company, but constructed for the
secretary and subsequent director of the Hiram Walker & Sons Company, Charles
Clayton Ambery
Second resident was the successive secretary and director of the Hiram Walker &
Sons company, William H. Isaacs
Designed by internationally renowned and locally significant architect Albert Kahn
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Features that contribute to the contextual value of the Ambery-Isaacs House "Foxley":






Located at a visible corner on the southwest of Devonshire Road and Cataraqui Street
Located at the entrance of the “Garden City” developments where the large and generously
setback developments were gateways leading to the town’s pride St. Mary’s Anglican
Church
Architecturally rich house evocative of the unique home designs and high valued houses in
the prestigious areas of the former Town of Walkerville
One of the most recognizable neighbourhood residential landmarks
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