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BY-LAW NUMBER

200-2002

A BY-LAW FOR THE USE, REGULATION,
AND PROTECTION OF PARKS
Passed the 22nd day of July, 2002
WHEREAS Section 11 of the Public Parks Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. P-46 as
amended, authorizes boards of park management to pass by-laws for the use, regulation,
protection and government of parks;
AND WHEREAS Paragraph 52, Section 207 of the Municipal Act, R.S.O. 1990,
c. M-45, as amended, authorizes the councils of all municipalities to pass by-laws for
exercising all of the powers that are conferred on boards of park management by the
Public Parks Act in the absence of a board of park management;
AND WHEREAS Section 35 of the Liquor Licence Act R.S.O. 1990, c. L-19 as
amended, provides that the council of a municipality may by by-law designate
recreational areas within the municipality owned or controlled by the municipality as
places where possession of liquor is prohibited.
AND WHEREAS it is desirable to regulate, protect and govern the use of parks,
and public open space within the City of Windsor;
AND WHEREAS it is desirable to repeal By-law and the amendments thereto
THEREFORE the Council of The Corporation of the City of Windsor enacts as
follows:

SECTION 1
TITLE
1.1

This By-Law may be referred to as the Parks By-Law

SECTION 2
DEFINITIONS
2.1

In this by-law:
(a)

BICYCLE includes a tricycle and unicycle but does not include a motor
assisted bicycle;

(b)

COMMISSIONER means the Commissioner of Parks and Recreation of
the Corporation, or his or her designate;

(c)

CONTROL means care and custody;

(d)

CORPORATION means the Corporation of the City of Windsor;

(e)

COUNCIL means the Council of the Corporation;

(f)

DESIGNATED AREA means an area within a park designated by the
Commissioner for a specific use or purpose either permanently or for a
specific time duration or occasion, which may include posted conditions;

(g)

LEASH FREE ZONE means a Designated Area, where a person(s)
owning or in the care and control of a licensed dog(s) are permitted to
allow such animals to remain unleashed;
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(h)

LIQUOR means spirits, wine and beer or any other alcoholic beverage;

(i)

MOTORIZED VEHICLE means a motor vehicle within the meaning of
the highway Traffic Act, R.S.O. 1990, c.H-8, as may be amended from
time to time;

(j)

MOTORIZED RECREATIONAL VEHICLE means a snowmobile,
go-cart, trail bike, mini bike, all terrain vehicle, or similar vehicle,
propelled by an internal combustion engine;

(k)

MUNICIPALITY means the Corporation of the City of Windsor;

(l)

ORGANIZED SPORT OR ACTIVITY means a sport, game or activity
pre-planned by a group or organization whether or not formally
constituted and whether or not the players wear uniforms;

(m)

PARK means any land established by Council as a public park,
community centre or other lands maintained by the Department of Parks
and Recreation and shall include any body of water in connection
therewith, or adjacent thereto, including any water body owned and
operated by the City of Windsor and Windsor Port Authority, and all
boulevards established and maintained in or near the centre of a highway
within the City of Windsor;

(n)

PARKING AREA means a part of apark that is designated and intended
to park motor vehicles.

(o)

PERMISSION or PERMIT means the express prior written permission
of the Commissioner and in accordance with the rules and conditions set
out in a permit issued by the Commissioner or as posted in the park;

(p)

PERSON means an individual person or any association, corporation or
partnership but does not include any person charged with the maintenance
of public order or the maintenance or supervision of a park.

(q)

POST or POSTED refers to the erection or presence of permissive,
regulatory, restrictive, warning or prohibitive signs and “posted area”
means an area where such signs are erected;

(r)

REFRESHMENT VEHICLE means a motor vehicle or any vehicle
drawn, propelled or driven by any kind of power, including muscular
power, from which refreshments may be sold for consumption by the
public;

(s)

SERVICE ANIMAL includes a guide dog and other trained service
animal identifiable by a harness and used principally to assist persons with
a visual, hearing or other disability or impediment;

(t)

VEHICLE includes a motor vehicle as defined in the Highway Traffic
Act, R.S.O. 1990, c.H-8, as may be amended from time to time, and any
bicycle, carriage, wagon, sleigh or other vehicle or conveyance of every
description, whatever the mode of power, and includes in-line roller skates
and skateboards, but excludes a wheelchair or similar device (powered or
otherwise) used by an individual due to a disability, baby carriage or cart,
child’s wagon, child’s stroller, child’s sleigh, or other conveyance of like
nature

(u)

VENDOR means anyone with a retail-vending license selling
refreshments or goods of any type for public use or consumption.

(v)

WATERCRAFT means any device for the conveyance in or on water and
includes but is not limited to boats, row boats, sail boards, canoes, kayaks,
or dinghies.
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SECTION 3 – SCOPE
This By-law shall apply to Parks in the Municipality.

SECTION 4 - CONDUCT
4.1

Conduct

While in a Park, no person shall:

4.2

(1)

indulge in any riotous, boisterous, violent, threatening or illegal conduct or
use profane or abusive language;

(2)

cast, throw, or in away propel any object in such manner as may or does
endanger or cause injury or damage to any person or property;

(3)

create a nuisance by loitering, spying, accosting, frightening, annoying or
otherwise disturbing other persons; or

(4)

create a nuisance or in any way interfere with the use and enjoyment of the
park by other persons.
Restricted Areas
While in a Park, no person shall enter into an area in a Park where it is posted to
prohibit or restrict admission to the public.

4.3

Destruction or Abuse of Property and Equipment
While in a Park no person shall:
(1) deface, alter, write upon, destroy, otherwise damage or remove in any way
real or personal property or equipment;
(2) open or otherwise tamper with an emergency life preserver enclosure,
except in an emergency situation requiring the use of the emergency life
preserver;

4.4

Destruction or Abuse of Trees, Plants, Flowers, Shrubs and Grass
While in a Park, no person shall:

4.5

(1)

Destroy, cut, mark, break, dig, pull up, burn or in any way damage, injure,
deface, remove or deface any tree, flower, shrub, plant, sod, grass or other
vegetation, soil, sand, gravel or wood;

(2)

walk, run or drive a vehicle on or allow any animal or child in his or her
custody to go upon any area, garden area or newly-seeded turf, where
restrictive signs are posted;

(3)

construct upon or alter the grade of any property;

Littering, Polluting, Dumping
No person shall in any park:
(1) dispose or dump garbage, litter, tree trimmings or like refuse, except that

which is generated through the normal use of the Park and shall only deposit
same in receptacles provided for such purpose;
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(2) dispose or dump garden, household or commercial refuse in any park

receptacle or in any other area of the Park;
(3) dump, drain or discharge onto any soils, or into any waters within any park

(including pools and bathing areas, fountains, or any tributary, pond, lake,
brook, stream, sewer or drain flowing into any waters, or watercourse of any
kind), any substance, liquid or solid, toxic or otherwise which may have the
effect of polluting the said watercourse(s);

4.6

Restrictions on Glass Containers
No person shall in any Park:
(1) consume from or use glass containers in areas where possession of glass
containers is specifically prohibited, including in and around spray pads,
waterslides, swimming pools, beach areas and skateboard facilities or at such
other designated areas and times;

4.7

Explosives, Firearms and Weapons
While in a Park, no person shall:
(1) be in possession of or use any firearm, torpedo, rocket of any type air gun,
bow and arrow, axe or offensive weapon of any kind unless authorized by
permit;
(2) throw stones or strike a golf ball
(3) ignite, discharge or set off any fireworks except as a fireworks display
authorized by permit and in compliance with all federal, provincial and
municipal by-laws.

4.8

Disorderly Behaviour
No person shall in any Park:
(1) enter or leave any park except by designated entrance ways or exits, or enter
or attempt to enter any facility, area or building sealed, locked or otherwise
restricted from public access;
(2) use any buildings, structure or equipment for any purpose other than that for
which it is obviously intended;
(3) remove or change the location of or in any way disturb the setting of
playground or any other equipment or chattels or of any part or portion
thereof;
(4) climb any building, structure or equipment, unless it is equipment designed
for climbing;
(5) cause to take place or participate in marriage ceremony except in a designated
area and with permission;
(6) use a metal detector in any park without permission;

4.9

Alcohol
While in a Park, no person shall consume, serve or sell alcoholic beverages unless
authorized by a permit issues by the Municipality and with the approval of the
Liquor Licence Board of Ontario.
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Protection of Wildlife

While in a Park, no person shall:

4.11

(1)

kill, attempt to kill, trap, hunt, fish, attempt to fish, pursue or in any
manner disturb any animal, bird, waterfowl, fish, worms, or other
wildlife, provided that this provision shall not apply to any person
fishing in an area otherwise allowed by law, unless posted or
otherwise.

(2)

Feed any waterfowl or bird except in a designated area

Encroachment

Unless otherwise authorized by Permit or otherwise, no person shall encroach upon or
take possession of any park by any means whatsoever, including the construction,
installation or maintenance of any fence or structure, the dumping or storage of any
materials or plantings, or planting, cultivating, grooming or landscaping thereon.
SECTION 5 – PARK USE
5.1

Campfires and Barbeques

While in a Park, no person shall
(1)

light, build, or stoke a fire or bonfire unless authorized by Permit;

(2)

use a solid fuelled portable barbeque unless authorized by Permit or where
posted to allow same;

(3)

use fuel other than charcoal or briquettes in a barbeque provided by the
municipality; or

(4)

leave a fire unattended or leave the site of the fire before the fire is completely
extinguished.

5.2

Organized Gatherings and Picnics

While in a Park, no person shall:
(1)

hold a picnic, organized gathering or event for more than twenty-five persons
without obtaining a permit; or

(2)

interfere with a picnic, organized gathering or event authorized by permit

5.3

5.4

Amplifiers and Loud Speakers
(1)

Unless authorized by permit, no person shall operate loud speakers or sound
amplification equipment while in a Park;

(2)

While in a Park no person shall operate, or use, any radio, tape player,
compact disc player, car radio, or any other sound reproducing system in a
manner which disturbs or interferes with other persons in or near the Park.
Camping and Lodging

Unless authorized by permit, no person shall dwell, camp, or lodge in a Park.
5.5

Tents and Structures
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Unless authorized by permit, no person shall place, install, erect or park any temporary or
permanent tent, shelter, structure, or trailer in any Park.

5.6

Bathing, Swimming and Sun Bathing

No person shall in any Park:
(1) enter any public swimming pool, except at times designated for swimming;
(2) enter any public swimming pool having an infectious disease;
(3) in or adjacent to any swimming pool, or other designated swimming area, fail to
abide by posted signs or to obey the instructions of any lifeguard or authorized
person, falsely call for help or assistance, stand, sit or climb on lifeguard perches
or cling or go into a lifeguard boat except in an emergency situation, dive into the
water;
(4) swim, bathe, or wade in any fountain, pond, lake or stream, except in a designated
area;
(5) other than an approved personal flotation device, take any inflatable device,
swimming assist, snorkel, or other underwater breathing device into the water in a
Park; or
(6) utilize facilities without being properly attired in appropriate swimwear.

SECTION 6 – GAMES SPORTS AND ORGANIZED ACTIVITIES
6.1

Organized Sports or Activities
(1)

While in a Park, no person shall:
a. Arrange or engage in an organized sport or activity, except in a designated
area which has been posted; or
b. Interfere with an organized sport or activity occurring within a designated
area.

(2)

6.2

In addition to the prohibitions set out in subsection (1), while in any Park, no
person shall utilize a designated area without a permit where same is posted to
prohibit or restrict such use.
Golfing and Archery

While in a Park, no person shall play or practise golf or archery except in a designated
area.
6.3

Model Aircraft And Rockets

While in a Park, no person shall operate powered models of aircraft, rockets, watercraft
or vehicles unless authorized by permit.
6.4

Skiing, Tobogganing and Sledding

No person shall ski, toboggan, snowboard, skibob or sled in any area in any Park posted
to prohibit same.
6.5

Roller Skates, Roller Blades and Skateboards

While in a Park, no person shall:
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(1)

operate or utilize roller skates, roller blades, in-line roller skates or other like
conveyances where posted to prohibit or otherwise restrict the use of the
same;

(2)

obstruct, inconvenience or endanger other users of the Park while operating,
or utilizing roller skates, roller blades, in-line roller skates or like
conveyances; or

(3)

use a skateboard.

6.6

Tennis

No person shall enter, walk, or play upon a designated area for tennis in any Park except
in accordance with the posted rules and regulations.
SECTION 7 – VEHICLES
7.1

Roadways
(1)

The council, or here such authority has been delegated to the Commissioner or
a Committee established by Council, is authorized to establish appropriate
rules to regulate the use of park roadways.

(2)

Unless authorized by permit, and except as provided in respect of section 7.4
with respect to bicycles, no person shall, while in a Park, drive, operate, pull
or ride any vehicle except on a roadway or parking area.

7.2

Parking

No person shall, in any Park:
(1)

park or leave a vehicle except in a designated area for parking;

(2)

park or leave a vehicle between the hours of 11:01 pm and 6:59 am, except in
a designated area allowing for such overnight parking, or where authorized by
permit;

(3)

stop or park a vehicle in a designated area for parking, except in a parking
space and in accordance with posted conditions;

(4)

stop or park a vehicle in a designated disable parking space, unless a disable
person parking permit issued in accordance with the provisions of the
Highway Traffic Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. H-8, as may be amended from time to
time, is properly displayed on or in the vehicle.

(5)

Use any parking space except while using the Park;

(6)

Park in a designated fire route; or

(7)

Park without the consent of the Commissioner

7.3

Other Activities

No person shall make use of any roadway or designated area for parking in any Park for:

7.4

(1)

washing, cleaning, servicing, maintaining or, except in the event of an
emergency, the repair of any vehicle;

(2)

instructing, teaching, or coaching any person in the driving or operation of a
motor vehicle; or

(3)

playing of any games or sports.
Bicycles
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While in any Park, no person shall:
(1)

ride, operate, or be in the possession of any bicycle where posted to prohibit
same; or

(2)

obstruct, inconvenience or endanger other users of the Park while riding or
operating a bicycle.

7.5

Motorized Recreational Vehicles

No person shall ride, drive, park or be in possession or control of a motorized recreational
vehicle in any Park except in a designated area.
7.6

Trucks and Commercial Motor Vehicles

No person shall drive, operate, pull or ride in any park:
(1)

heavy machinery or equipment of any description and whatever the mode of
power; or

(2)

any truck, trailer, or bus whatsoever except a vehicle that is being used for the
purpose of making a delivery to appoint within the limits of a Park while it is
proceeding to or from such a point of delivery.

7.7

Speed

Unless authorized by permit, while in a Park no person shall operate:
(1)

any vehicle on a roadway at a speed in excess of the posted limit; or

(2)

a bicycle other than on a roadway at a speed in excess of 20 kilometres per
hour.

SECTION 8 – ANIMALS
8.1

Unless authorized by permit, no person shall bring any animal into any Park,
including a horse, or pony, except a domesticated animal which includes but is
not limited to a dog or a cat.

8.2
(1) While in a Park, no person as owner or person having control of any dog
or cat or other domesticated animal shall :
i. allow it to run at large, except in a designated area;
ii. excluding persons reliant upon a service animal, permit any dog, or
cat, or other domesticated animal to enter any beach, pond,
swimming area, garden, landscaped area, playground or sports
field, or any other area posted to prohibit same, or disturb any
wildlife or damage any park resources.
(2) While in a Park, every person as owner or person having control of any
dog, or cat or other domesticated animal shall:
i. Ensure that it is on a leash or chain not exceeding 6 feet
(1.9metres) in length when not running at large in a designated
area; or
ii. Pick-up and remove forthwith excrement left by a dog, or cat, or
other domesticated animal and dispose of it in a sanitary manner in
a receptacle for litter or in some suitable container; and
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iii. The provisions of subsection (2)(ii) do not apply to a person who
has control of a service animal where it is being used to aid a
person with a visual, hearing, or other impediment.
(3) Council may establish areas within any Park as Leash Free Zones.
(4) While a dog or cat or other domesticated animal is in an area designated as
a leash free zone as designated by Council, every person as owner or
person having control of a dog, cat or other domesticated animal shall:
i. Carry with him/her a leash;
ii. Immediately remove a dog, or cat or other domesticated animal
that shows aggressiveness toward people or other dogs, or cats, or
other domesticated animals or at the direction of a police officer,
provincial offences officer, municipal law enforcement officer or
employee of the municipality designated by the Commissioner to
administer this By-law;
iii. Ensure that the dog, or cat, or other domesticated animal does not
leave the designated area while off his/her leash; and
iv. Ensure that the dog, cat or other domesticated animal while in the
designated area is under voice control and within visual site at all
times.

8.3

No person as owner or person having control of a dog or cat or other domesticated
animal shall bring in or permit such dog or cat or other domesticated animal to
enter any Park if he/she may or does constitute a danger to other park users or is
reasonably likely to frighten other park users and the owner and/or the person
having control of the dog or cat or other domesticated animal has previously been
advised by a police officer, provincial offences officer, municipal law
enforcement officer or employee of the municipality designated by the
Commissioner to administer this By-law not to bring the dog, or cat or other
domesticated animal into a park or has been convicted of an offence related to the
conduct of the dog, or cat, or other domesticated animal under the Dog Owners
Liability Act, R.S.O. 1990, c.D-16, or this By-law or any other municipal By-law.

SECTION 9 – WATERCRAFT
9.1

Boating

No person shall place, operate, drive or ride any watercraft in any Park in any area posted
to so as to prohibit or restrict the type and allowable uses of watercraft.
9.2

Mooring
(1)

Unless authorized by permit, no person shall, subject to any right at law to do
so, moor watercraft in any park:
a. Except in a designated area;
b. For a period longer than 48 hours, except in a marina authorized by
Council, or as otherwise posted; or
c. Contrary to posted restrictions or prohibitions or in any way that may or
does endanger or inconveniences other watercraft or their use or other
users of the park.

(2)

No person shall launch any watercraft from any park into any lake, or river
without prior payment of the fee therefore established by By-law.
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Notwithstanding anything in this section, motorized watercraft are only
allowed to launch from Lakeview Marina or McKee Park, and otherwise they
must be, at all times, at least 30 metres from the shoreline of any park or
swimming areas.

SECTION 10 COMMERCIAL ENTERPRISES
10.1
(1)

Sale of Merchandise, Trade or Business
Unless authorized by permit, no person shall, while in a park, sell or offer or
display for sale:
a. Any food, drink or refreshment;
b. Any goods, wares, merchandise, or articles including promotional material
souvenirs and novelties;
c. Any flowers, fruits or vegetables; or

d. Any art, skill, service, or work
(2)

10.2

Unless authorized by permit, no person shall, while in a park, practise, carry
on, conduct or solicit for any trade, occupation, business, profession or
charity.
Filming and Videotaping

While in a park, no person shall take or permit to be taken for remuneration any film,
photograph, videotape, or television broadcast unless;
(1)

authorized by permit; or

(2)

otherwise posted.

10.3

Circulars and Advertisements

(1) unless authorized by permit, no person shall:
a. while in any Park, distribute, discard, or display any handbill, notice or
other circular, bill or advertisement; or
b. post, nail, attach, stencil, or otherwise fasten or erect any poster, sign,
notice, placard, or other circular, bill, advertisement or paper to any park
property unless in compliance with all other By-laws of the municipality.

SECTION 11- HOURS
11.1

All Parks shall close at 12:00 midnight, local time, and shall remain closed until
5:00am in the forenoon, local time the following morning unless otherwise
posted, except those area specifically designated metered parking areas, or within
Lakeview Marina Park.

11.2

No person shall be or remain in a park after the closing hour or before the opening
hour unless authorized by the Commissioner.

11.3

Notwithstanding section 11.1, no person shall enter upon or remain within any
park that is within 100 meters of a residentially zoned property between the hours
of 10:00 pm and 7:00 am the following day.

SECTION 12 – REGULATION AND ENFORCEMENT
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Permits and Licences

(1)

Permits issued for activities contemplated in this By-law may be subject to
such fees as Council shall from time to time establish by By-law.

(2)

Permits issued for activities contemplated by this By-law may include
conditions as to time, location, area, equipment, number of participants, type
of activities, release, indemnity, and insurance coverage.

(3)

The issuance of a permit pursuant to the By-law shall not relieve any person
from the necessity of acquiring any other license or permit required for such
activity by any governmental or public authority.

(4)

The authority to issue permits referred to in this By-law is delegated to the
Commissioner or his/her delegate.

12.2

Posting of Signage

The Commissioner is authorized to post signage of permission, regulation, restriction,
warning, or prohibition with respect to uses of or activities in any park in accordance with
the provisions hereof.
12.3

Temporary Closure

The Commissioner is authorized to close off for such temporary period as the
commissioner deems appropriate any Park or part or parts thereof to relieve or prevent
overcrowding or traffic congestion or in the interests of public safety, or as may be
authorized by Council.
12.4

Exclusions and Exemptions

This By-law shall not apply to:
(1) the drivers, operators, or other personnel of ambulances, police or fire department
vehicles; or
(2) employees or agents of the municipality while engaged in works or services
undertaken for or on behalf of the municipality.
(3) Fireworks Night to be held in Dieppe Gardens, Great Western Park and
Assumption/Centennial Park on June 29, 2005 (raindate June 30, 2005); Canada
Day Parade to be held in Dieppe Gardens on July 1, 2005; and World’s Finest
Shows Ltd. Midway to be held in Riverside Civic Terrace and Riverfront Festival
Plaza from June 201 2005 to July 3, 2005.(added by B/L 204-2003, June 16,
2003)(deleted and added B/L 188-2004, June 21/04)(deleted and added B/L
176-2005, July 11/05)
12.5

Enforcement

(1) Any police officer, provincial offences officer, municipal law enforcement officer
or employee of the municipality designated by the Commissioner to administer
this By-law is authorized to inform any person of the provisions of this By-law
and to request compliance therewith.
(2) Any police officer, provincial offences officer, municipal law enforcement officer
or employee of the municipality designated by the Commissioner to administer
this By-law is authorized to order any person believed by such officer or
employee to be contravening or who has contravened any provision of this Bylaw:
a. To desist from the activity constituting or contributing to such
contravention;
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b. To remove from the park any animal or thing owned by or in the control
of such person which the officer or employee believes is or was involved
in such contravention; or
c. To leave the park.
(3) Any police officer, provincial offences officer, municipal law enforcement officer
may enforce the provisions of this By-law.
(4) Where any person contravenes any provisions of this By-law or any person in a
group to which a permit and/or licence has been issued, or fails to comply with an
order referred herein, the permit and/or licence of such person or group to remain
in that park is revoked.

12.6

Penalties

(1)

Any person contravening any of the provisions of this By-law, other than
subsection 7.7 resulting from the operation of a motor vehicle, and section 7.2
is guilty of an offence and on conviction is liable to a fine in such amount
provided by the Provincial Offences Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. P-33, as may be
amended from time to time.

(2)

Any person contravening the provision in subsection 7.7 of this By-law
resulting from the operation a motor vehicle is guilty of an offence under the
Highway Traffic Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. H-8, and, pursuant to the provisions
thereof, on conviction, is liable to a fine in such amount provided for by the
Highway Traffic Act, supra.

(3)

Any person contravening a provision contained in section 7.2 of this By-law
shall be deemed to have contravened the applicable parking By-law of the
municipality and the contravention shall be enforced under said By-law.

12.7

Severability

If a court of competent jurisdiction should declare any section or part of a section of this
By-law to be invalid, such section or part of a section shall not be construed as having
persuaded or influenced Council to pass the remainder of the By-law, it shall be severed
and it is hereby declared that the remainder of the By-law shall be valid and shall remain
in full force and effect.
12.8

Short Title

This By-law shall be referred to as the Parks By-law.
12.9

Repeal and Transition

(1)

By-law 7786, as amended, shall be repealed upon this By-law coming into
force and effect.

(2)

Notwithstanding subsection (1), all permits heretofore issued pursuant to Bylaw 7786, as amended, shall, during the period for which the same have been
issued remain in full force and effect unless for some reason they are
terminated, suspended, forfeited or revoked and the provisions of this By-law
shall apply to all such permits.

(3)

Any penalty incurred, any investigation, legal proceeding or remedy under
By-law 7786, as amended, may be continued or enforced as if the said By-law
7786, as amended, had not been repealed.

(4)

Notwithstanding the repeal of By-law 7786, on a sign posted by the
municipality in a park, all references to By-law 7786 shall be deemed to be
references to this By-law.

BY-LAW NO. 200-2002

13

Effective Date
This By-law shall come into force and take effect upon the day following the final
passing thereof by Council.

MICHAEL HURST, MAYOR

JOHN SKOROBOHACZ, CITY CLERK

First Reading
Second Reading Third Reading -

July 22, 2002
July 22, 2002
July 22, 2002

