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CHAPTER 2 – PARKLAND SUPPLY 
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The use and access of open space by the public is influenced by the supply, distribution and quality of open space. As of 2015 the City of Windsor’s open space system consists of 
209 parks and natural areas, 2 golf courses, 1 cemetery, 2 Provincial Nature Reserves, Devonwoods Conservation Area which is owned and operated by the Essex Region 
Conservation Authority, as well as one large parcel on the airport lands of natural heritage significance that has yet to be classified, and the newly established parkland associated 
with the Rt. Honourable Herb Grey Parkway. All totaled the City has an area of 
1,447.73 ha (3,577.42 acres) of publicly accessible land. (See Appendix ‘F’). 
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parkland to meet the outdoor recreational needs of the community. 

Figure 2-1:Distribution of Current Parkland Supply 

PARKS & OPEN SPACE SUPPLY 

The City of Windsor’s population has remained relatively stable near the 200,000 mark since the TOTAL AREA/mid-1960s. This figure is important in that the City’s Official Plan recommends parkland supply YEAR POPULATION PARKLAND PARKS 1000 Pop.based on population (See Appendix ‘A’). The current standard in the Official Plan is 4.05 ha/1000 
personsi; well above the WHO standard (see Figure 2). At the time of the original Culture and 
Recreation Master Plan (1989) there was a deficiency in parkland supply throughout the city. 
The most recent census data identifies that the City of Windsor has met and exceeded the 
Official Plan requirements. 

Evergreen Canadaii reviewed the municipal standards and actual area of parkland available for 
residents in several urban centres but did not include Windsor. demonstrates How Windsor fairs in 
comparison to those Canadian cities identified in that study is demonstrated in Figure 2-2. 

1989 200,000 680.08 160 3.40 ha 
1997 199,044 773.29 169 3.89 ha 
2010 216,000 933.82 206 4.32 ha 
2015 976.22 209 4.62 ha 
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Figure 2-3: Detail of Public Greenspace in the City of Windsor as compared to the Figure2-2: Green Space Provision and Standards in Canadian Urban Municipalities 
Canadian and World Health Organization Standards 

City-wide, Windsor appears to have an ample supply of parkland, placing it between Victoria B.C. (the capital of British Columbia); and Richmond, B.C., well known for their parkland 
supply. However, many of the other cities evaluated include non-city owned public parkland (i.e. Provincial and Federal). By adding the non-city owned parkland (shown in olive 
green) the City of Windsor’s parkland supply more closely matches that of London and Burlington, Ontario as well as Surrey B.C., whose population density more closely matches that of 
Windsor. 
Parkland supply ratio directed by the Official Plan, prescribes Neighbourhood Parks to be distributed at a ratio of not less than 0.8 hectares per 1000 Windsor residents, while Community 
and Regional parks at 3.25 hectares per 1000 Windsor residents. 

When combined, the two park classifications provide for a city-wide open space ratio of 4.05ha per 1000 population. Presently, Windsor exceeds this ratio across the City (5.29ha) 
however, at the ward and Planning District level it was determined that publicly accessible parkland is not evenly distributed throughout the city. (see Figures 4 and 5) 
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DISTRIBUTION 

In general the distribution of open space in the City of Windsor is good, and efforts should be made to expand or acquire additional open space for neighbourhood and community 
parks in the core of the city, or other areas where increased density is contemplated. With the exception of the City Centre in Ward 3, the predominant housing type in the city is single 
family detached homes. As the latest census demonstrates, Windsor population is becoming increasingly aged with 27% over the age of 55yrs. Some areas of the City are well over 1/3 in 
this age demographic. 

At the Ward level, the older areas of the City exhibit the greatest deficiency. The greatest The other five districts also have public parkland and open space not owned by the City. 
amount of parkland is found in Wards 1 and 9, where significant tracts of natural forest These districts are; University (Ward 2 and partly Ward 3), South Cameron (Ward 10), 
and parkland have been preserved in efforts by the City, ERCA and the Province. (see South Windsor, Roseland (both straddling Wards 1 & 9), and Devonshire (completely 
Appendix ‘G’ for a complete breakdown of parkland by Ward) in Ward 9),. The risk is that those parcels of parkland can be removed from public 

access or eliminated entirely, which would leave those districts in a deficient state. 
Though Ward level deficiencies are obvious, they represent more electoral boundaries (see Appendix ‘H’ for a complete breakdown of parkland by Planning District) 
than physical communities. When looking at parkland supply at the Planning Districts 
level, it is evident that there are concentrated areas of deficiencies in each of the 

Parkland Hectares per 1000 people ‐ By District deficient Wards. (See Figures 2.4 & 2.5). Districts of greatest concern are City Centre (in 
Ward 3), Walkerville (in Ward 4), and Fontainebleu (straddling Wards 5 & 8).  There is very Windsor with Provincial & Federal Lands 
little opportunity to expand parkland physically in these districts due the current Actual Ha/1000 
infrastructure of the urban environment. Opportunities which may arise in these areas Municipal Standard 4.05 ha/1000 
should be sought; while any development that may compound areas with a current 

Canadian Standard (Evergreen) 2.79ha/1000 parkland deficit needs to be diverted. 
W.H.O. Standard 1.5 ha/1000 
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Figure2-4: Parkland Supply Ratio by Wards 

Figure2-5: Parkland Supply by Planning District 

Ward 1 Ward  2 Ward  3 Ward  4 Ward  5 Ward  6 Ward  7 Ward  8 Ward  9 Ward  10 City 
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  Figure 2-6: Existing Parks Classification 48 



CURRENT PARKS CLASSIFICATION 

 

 
 

 
 

         

     
         

       
 

  
        

  
  

 
  

     
    

 
 
 
 

  

    

Parkland classification is defined by the City of Windsor’s Official Plan; Section 6.7: Open Space. Open space in the parks system is defined in two categories: 

 Public Open Space - that which is owned by the Municipality, the federal or provincial governments or the Essex Region Conservation Authority, and 
 Private Open Space - that which is owned by persons other than the Municipality, federal governments or the Essex Region Conservation Authority. Access to private open space 

is at the discretion of the owner. 

The Official Plan classifies public open space in two categories; Community / Regional Parks and Neighbourhood Parks. 

Open space is well distributed across the city with most residents within 0.8 km of a park.(see Figure2-10). The plan identifies minor gaps in residential areas and the balance of the 
gaps are located in commercial or industrial/manufacturing lands. We have a deficit of 22.22ha in neighbourhood parkland and a surplus of 144.38ha in community/regional 
parkland. The combined total of neighbourhood and community/regional parkland provides for an overall surplus in the open space system of 976.22ha, not including other 
government lands. 

The neighbourhood and community/regional park deficiencies identified in Tables 2 and 3 are a result of parks being undersized for the population that they serve. Park size is 
especially an issue in Wards 2, 3 and 4 as these parks are located in older, higher density neighbourhoods that did not have the benefit of the existing parkland dedication standards 
when development occurred. The undersized parks make the provision of space for activities such as, sports fields, trails and unstructured open space difficult to accommodate. 
Gaps and deficiencies of neighbourhood and community/ regional park land can be addressed through the consolidation or acquisitions of open space lands as opportunities 
arise. 
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Figure 2-7: Bert Weeks Memorial Fountain Figure 2-9: Windsor Sculpture Figure 2-8: Horticultural Display along E.C. Row Expressway 
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