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APPENDIX ‘A’ – OFFICIAL PLAN PUBLIC OPEN SPACE POLICIES 

 

 
 

 

    

       
                         
                              
                               

                               
 

 
                           
   

 
    

                         
 

 
   

 

 
 
 

                   
           

 
 

     

 
 
 

                     

     
 

                     
               

     
 

                       
               

                           
         

 

   

 

 

 

                       

   

 

 

 

                     

   

 

 

 

                   

 
 
 
 

 

                             

                         
               

      

                           
               
   

   
 

 

                 
                   

                   

 
   

                       
     

   
                   

                 
         

   
 

 
 

               
                   

  

     
 

                     
                     

                       
                 

 
   

   

   
               

         

                     
                 

               

 

 

OFFICIAL PLAN 

6.7 Open Space 
The lands designated as “Open Space” on Schedule D: Land Use provide the 
main locations for recreation and leisure activities and facilities. In order to recognize the important 
role that Open Space plays in improving the quality of life of residents and enhancing Windsor‟s 
image, Open Space land uses are divided into two categories: Public Open Space and Private Open 
Space. 

The following objectives and policies establish the framework to guide development decisions in Open 
Space areas. 

6.7.1 Objectives 
SATISFY NEEDS 6.7.1.1 To satisfy the year‐round recreation and leisure needs of Windsor 

residents. 

ENHANCE OPEN 
SPACES 

6.7.1.2 To protect and enhance Windsor‟s existing Open Space, while planning 
for future recreation and leisure needs. 

DISTRIBUTION, 
SITING & DESIGN 

6.7.1.3 To ensure the proper distribution, siting and design of Open Space. 

PUBLIC & PRIVATE 
INVOLVEMENT 

6.7.1.4 To encourage public and private involvement in the development and 
delivery of recreation and leisure facilities and services. 

COMPLEMENT & LINK 
AREAS 

PERMITTED USES 

6.7.1.5 

6.7.2.1 

To ensure that new Open Space complements and, where possible, is 
linked to other components of the Greenway System. 

Uses permitted in the Open Space land use designation include recreation 
and leisure areas and facilities. 

ANCILLARY USES 6.7.2.2 In addition to the uses permitted above, Council may also permit ancillary 

(a) the ancillary use is clearly incidental and secondary to, and complementary 
with, the main Open Space use; and 

(b) the development satisfies the policies for the proposed land use. 

DEFINITION 6.7.2.3 For the purpose of this Plan, Open Space land uses are divided into 
two categories: 

(a) Public Open Space that is owned by the Municipality, the 
federal or provincial governments or the Essex Region 
Conservation Authority; and 

(b) Private Open Space that is owned by persons other than the 
Municipality, the federal or provincial governments or the 
Essex Region Conservation Authority. 

CONNECT TO 
GREENWAY 
SYSTEM 

6.7.2.4 Council will encourage the development of connections between 
Open Space areas, other elements of the Greenway System (as 
described in the Environment chapter) and other points of interest. 

6.73 Public Open Space Policies 
CLASSIFICATION 6.7.3.1 For the purpose of this Plan, Public Open Space is further 
OF PUBLIC OPEN classified as follows: 
SPACE 

(a) Community and Regional Parks which are designed for the 
recreation and leisure activities of all Windsor residents and/or 
a broader regional population; and 

(b) Neighbourhood Parks which are designed for the recreation 
and leisure activities of residents within a defined service radius 
of Windsor 

7 
PUBLIC OPEN SPACE 6.7.3.2 Community and Regional Parks shall be designated as Open Space on 
DESIGNATIONS Schedule D: Land Use. Neighbourhood Parks shall not be designated as 

Open Space on Schedule D: Land Use, although they shall be designated 
in any Secondary Plan or Guideline Plan, where appropriate. 

COMMUNITY & 
REGIONAL PARK 
STANDARDS 

6.7.3.3 Council will provide Community and Regional Parks in 
accordance with the following standards: 

(a) Community and Regional Parks will be developed for the 
enjoyment of a diverse population and provide opportunities for 
all types of recreation, social and cultural activities; 
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NEIGHBOURHOOD 6.7.3.4 
PARK STANDARDS 

PARK RATIO 6.7.3.5 

6.7.3.6 
(b) Community and Regional Parks will be accessible by emergency 

services and public transportation and be located with frontages 
along Arterial or Collector roads. Access will also be provided by 
pedestrian and cycling linkages; 

(c) Community and Regional Parks may vary in size depending on the 
nature and extent of the facilities being provided and the purpose 
of the park. However, they should not be less than 8 hectares in 
size; 

(d) Community and Regional Parks will be distributed throughout 
Windsor and will be designed to complement and contribute to the 
character of the surrounding neighbourhoods; and 

(e) Community and Regional Parks will be provided at a ratio of not less 
than 3.25 hectares per 1000 Windsor residents. 

Council will provide Neighbourhood Parks in accordance with the following 
standards: 
(a) Neighbourhood Parks will be designed to serve a variety of 

recreation and leisure needs, including children‟s playgrounds, 
6.7.3.7athletic fields and passive recreation needs; 

(b) Neighbourhood Parks will be developed for the recreation and 
leisure needs of Windsor residents located within a 0.8 km radius; 

(c)  Neighbourhood Parks should be accessible by pedestrians 
and be located along a Collector or Local Road. Access should also be 
provided by cycling linkages; 

(d) Neighbourhood Parks may vary in size depending on the nature and 
extent of the facilities being provided and the purpose of the park.  
However, they should not be less than 2 hectares in size except for 
special use parks; 

(e) Neighbourhood Parks will be distributed throughout Windsor and will be 
designed to complement and contribute to the character of the 
neighbourhood it serves; and 

(f) Neighbourhood Parks will be provided at a ratio of not less than 0.8 
hectares per 1000 Windsor residents. 

When determining the park per Windsor resident ratio for 

Community and Regional Parks and Neighbourhood Parks, 
Natural Heritage areas owned by the Municipality, federal or provincial 
governments or the Essex Region Conservation Authority shall be included 
in the calculation. 

At the time of submission, the proponent shall demonstrate to the satisfaction of the Municipality 
that a proposed Public Open Space development is: 

(a) feasible having regard to the other provisions of this Plan, provincial legislation, policies and 
appropriate guidelines and support studies for uses: 
(i) within or adjacent to any area identified on Schedule C: Development Constraint Areas 

and described in the Environment chapter of this Plan; 
(ii) within a site of potential or known contamination; and 
(iii) where traffic generation and distribution is a municipal concern. 

(b) in keeping with the goals, objectives and policies of any secondary plan or guideline plan 
affecting the surrounding 
(i) located to adequately serve the recreation and leisure needs 

of existing and proposed population densities and demographic 
characteristics; 

(ii) capable of being provided with full municipal services and emergency services, 
where appropriate; 

(iii) capable of being connected to the Greenway System as identified on Schedule B: 
Greenway System; and 

(iv) accessible by pedestrians and cyclists. 

The following guidelines shall be considered when evaluating the proposed design of a Public 
Open Space: 

(a) the ability to achieve the associated policies as outlined in the Urban Design chapter of this 
Plan; 

(b) the ability to enhance the natural features and functions of the site; 

(c) relevant design manuals; 

(d) landscaping and other design measures and recreational programming used to enhance the 
visual appearance and ensure compatibility with adjacent land uses; 

(e) light spill‐over or glare from any lighting source onto adjacent residential uses should be 
minimized; 

(f) adequate on‐site parking, drop‐off areas and public transportation service to 
accommodate existing and proposed uses should be provided; 

(g) site frontages along roadways should be maximized to ensure visibility and safety and to 
reduce conflicts with adjacent uses; 

(h) the design of the open space provides for the extension of the Greenway System; and 

(i) maintenance requirements. 
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LARGE SCALE 
RECREATION 
FACILITIES 

6.7.3.8 Council shall encourage large‐scale public recreation facilities, such as 
arenas and pools, to be located within or adjacent to Community and 
Regional Parks and where: 

(a) there is direct access to Arterial or Collector Roads; 

(b) full municipal physical services can be provided; 

(c) public transportation services can be provided; 

(d) adequate off‐street parking can be provided; and 

(e) the use will be compatible with the surrounding area in terms of 
scale, massing, height, siting, orientation, setbacks and landscaped 
areas. 

COMMUNITY 
SERVICES 

6.7.3.9 Council will encourage community services such as libraries, emergency 
services and community centres to be located adjacent to Community and 
Regional Parks where: 

(a) there is direct access to Arterial or Collector Roads; 

(b) full municipal physical services and emergency services can be 
provided; 

(c) the use will be compatible with the surrounding area in terms of 
scale, massing, height, siting, orientation, setbacks and landscaped 
areas; 

(d) public transportation service can be provided; and 

(e) adequate off‐street parking can be provided. 

NATURALIZE 6.7.3.18 Council may authorize the naturalization of Public Open Space having 
given consideration to: 

(a) the location of the Public Open Space in relation to other natural 
landscapes; 

(b) existing and proposed recreational usage; 

(c) maintenance costs and practices; 

(d) public safety and aesthetics; and 

(e) any relevant studies or reports. 

CONSERVATION 6.7.3.19 Where Public Open Space is to be naturalized or conserved in a natural 
MANAGEMENT PLAN state, the Municipality will prepare a conservation management plan. 

6.8 Natural Heritage 
The lands designated as “Natural Heritage” on Schedule D: Land Use provide 
for the protection and conservation of Windsor‟s most environmentally significant and sensitive natural areas, 
including provincially designated Areas of Natural and Scientific Interest (ANSI) and wetlands. 

The following objectives and policies establish the framework for Natural Heritage. 
PROTECT & 6.8.1.1 To protect, conserve and improve Windsor‟s most 
CONSERVE environmentally significant and sensitive natural areas. 

RECREATION 6.8.1.2 To provide opportunities for recreational uses within Natural 
OPPORTUNITIES Heritage areas. 

GREENWAY 6.8.1.3 To link Natural Heritage areas to other components of the 
SYSTEM Greenway System 

PERMITTED USES 6.8.2.1 Uses permitted in the Natural Heritage land use designation shall 
be nature reserves and wildland management. 

6.8.2.2 In addition to the uses permitted above, Council may permit 
ANCILLARY USES ancillary recreation and leisure activities and facilities in areas 

(a) the ancillary use is clearly incidental and secondary to, and 
complementary with, the main Natural Heritage use; and 

(b) the ancillary use does not negatively impact upon the 
natural features and functions of the site. 

EVALUATION 6.8.2.3 At the time of submission, the proponent shall demonstrate to the 
CRITERIA satisfaction of the Municipality that a proposed Natural Heritage site is: 

(a) not environmental significant and/or sensitive based on an 
evaluation of the area‟s: 

(i) ecological function; 

(ii) biological diversity; 

(iii) natural communities; 
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(iv) vulnerable, threatened or endangered species; 

(v) physical size; 

(vi) representation; 

(vii) level of disturbance; 

(viii) earth science features; and 

(ix) cultural significance. 

(b) in keeping with the goals, objectives and policies of any 
secondary plan or guideline plan affecting the area 

EER REQUIRED 6.8.2.4 
FOR ADJACENT 
LANDS 

CONSERVATION 6.8.2.5 
MANAGEMENT 
PLAN 

Council shall protect lands designated as Natural Heritage from 
incompatible development. Accordingly any proponent of 
development adjacent to lands designated as Natural Heritage may 
be required to complete an Environmental Evaluation Report or 
other suitable study in accordance with the Procedures chapter of 
this Plan. The identification of adjacent lands subject to this 
requirement will be determined on a site specific basis by the 
Municipality, in consultation with the province and/or the Essex 
Region Conservation Authority, and in accordance with policy 
10.2.5.4 of this Plan. 

The Municipality will prepare a conservation management plan for 
municipally‐owned lands which are designated as Natural Heritage 
and will encourage other land owners to do the same 
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APPENDIX ‘B’ – PLANNING DISTRICTS 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

  

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 
 

OJIBWAY MALDEN 
Lying just south of the Ojibway Planning District, is the 
Malden Planning District.  It shares much of its history of 
underdevelopment with the Ojibway Planning District; 
however, it has a small residential neighbourhood (1,582 
people per 2011 census data) at the northeast section of 
the district. The neighbourhood is often referred to as 
Yawkey Bush, and named after the onetime owner of the 
Boston Red Sox who also owned much of the land for 
prospective industrial development which never 
materialized.   

Much of the area in this district has maintained its 
indigenous forest and savannah resulting in the 
establishment of the city’s 389.47ha natural resources of 
Ojibway Nature Park, Tom Joy Woods, Tall Grass Prairie 
Heritage Park and the Ojibway Prairie Provincial Nature 
Reserve, as well as the Spring Garden ANSI, which along 
with the Black Oak Heritage Forest are collectively 
referred to as the “Ojibway Nature Complex”; comprising 
47% of the District, an area 15% larger than Central Park 

in New York.  Any 

Situated at the furthest west end of the City, Ojibway 
Planning District is predominantly a heavy industrial area, 
comprising two neighbourhoods of Brighton Beach and 
Morton Industrial Park, which includes the local salt 
mining and processing operations, supported by railway 
lines and Great Lakes shipping along the Detroit River. 
Incorporated as a town in 1913, Ojibway and was later 
annexed by the City of Windsor in 1966. 

Originally, Brighton Beach was to be further industrialized 
with steel manufacturing plants, but those plans were 
transferred to areas farther east of Essex County. Though 
relatively void of a significant residential component (164 
people in 2011 census), and as much of the land was 
never developed for its intended industrial purpose, the 
vacancy has allowed for the heritage designation of 
Black Oak Heritage Forest (49.24 ha), a significant natural 
parcel of land in the City’s Park System. 

Both the Ojibway and Malden Districts north and east 
boundaries are currently under transformation with the 
new access private development 
route to the in this district is 
international significantly restricted 
crossing and with natural buffers 
extension of around the Complex
King’s Highway to ensure preservation 
#401, which is to of this significant 
include several natural resource.
naturalized land 
bridges 
complementary 
to the natural 
character. 

SANDWICH 
Lying north east of the natural areas of the Ojibway and 
Malden Planning Districts, bounded by the Detroit River 
to the North and Huron Church Road (Hwy #3) to the 
east, is the Sandwich Planning District; consisting of the 
former Town of Sandwich (established in 1817 and as a 
town 1858); one of the City of Windsor’s oldest and 
historical settlement areas. 
Though the Sandwich Heritage Conservation District 
lies in the northern half of the planning district, its 
establishment in 1700’s, it is one of Ontario’s oldest 
settlements, and played a key role in the diverse 
history of the region with links to First Nations, Black 
migration from the United States, along with the 
traditional English and French colonization. The 
Towne of Sandwich has played an important role in 
shaping Canada as it was the site of battles during 
the War if 1812 and the Windsor and Patriot 
Rebellions of 1837.  Measures have been 
implemented through the Sandwich Heritage 
Conservation District Plan to ensure that the area’s 
rich historical character is preserved. 

Lying in the  southern half of the Sandwich Planning 
District, is community characteristic of post wartime 
development, with a predominantly single family 
residential housing stock dating from the 1930’s 
through to 1960’s .  It is depictive of a complete 
neighbourhood with all the amenities including 
schools, a hospital and parkland of varying scale. 
However, some of this infrastructure is slowly being 
eroded away with centralization of schools and 
commercial resources out of the district. 

According to the 2011 census the district has been 
relatively stable in population with 10,618 persons.  A 
10% drop since the last census could be attributed to 
amassing of land by the Ambassador Bridge 
Company in their efforts to build a new bridge 
alongside the existing bridge. 
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UNIVERSITY SOUTH CAMERON SOUTH WINDSOR 
One of the first modern suburban communities of the 
city, South Windsor saw its greatest residential 
development of single family homes in the late 1950’s 
thru the 1970’s.  As a result the greatest part of the district 
works as one larger community with a variety of schools, 
parks and commercial areas to compliment the 
residential population.   

Near the eastern boundary is the main commercial 
corridor of Dougall Avenue, which acts a gateway from 
Highway 401 into the City Centre.  Even with a slight 
decrease in population of 2.96% since the 2006 census 
primarily due to the Herb Gray Parkway development, as 
well as the expansion of the commercial corridor along 
Dougall Avenue, the area has maintained a relatively 
constant demographic ratio pertaining to age, living 
arrangements, and household size. 

ROSELAND 

Aside from the development immediately surrounding 
Roseland Golf and Curling Club,  built prior to the second 
World Ward on large lots, for the greater part this is one 
of the newest residential suburban community in the City 
of Windsor, with most of the development being built in 
the late 1990’s and early 2000’s. Due to the existing road 
patterns the district can be characterized by three 
individual neighbourhoods; Roseland  (the oldest 
neighbourhood) to the north central, Southwood Lakes 
to the south central and Walker Gates to the east.  
Despite having been physically impacted by the Herb 

Gray Parkway development, the district still saw an 
increase in population of 8.05% since the 2006 census. 
The area has a similar demographic profile as South 
Cameron, however the average age profile is between 
40 and 44years.  Culturally, the demographics are 
characterized with a similar increase in Arabic, Italian, 
Chinese, and Panjabi speaking people. 

To the far west of the district is the St Clair College main 
campus. 

The University Planning District is dominated by an 
educational corridor in its western third, leading from the 
Detroit River at its northern boundary to Tecumseh Road 
west at its southern boundary, by the University of 
Windsor Main Campus and the two west end High 
Schools of Assumption (Windsor-Essex Catholic School 
Board) and central (Windsor Essex High School Board). As 
a result the district reported one of the youngest 
populations in the City with an average age of 20 to 24 
years in the 2011 census as well as the greatest number 
of rental properties.  It also boasts one of the highest 
densities in the city. 

The eastern third is defined by two main railway lines; 
Essex Terminal Railway and the Canadian Pacific (CP) 
Main Line and Marshalling yards.  The CP Main Line 
operates in partnership with its U.S. affiliates through the 
railway tunnel that connects Windsor and Detroit 
underground. These two major barriers result in a central 
bounded community. An evolving central commercial 
corridor along Wyandotte Street West also separates two 
distinct neighbourhoods north and south of this corridor. 

Bounded by Tecumseh Rd West in north, Huron Church 
along the west, E.C.Row Expressway on the South and 
the C.P. Main Lines on the East is the South Cameron 
Planning District. Though relatively central within the City, 
this district has experienced a slow development of 
residential homes, resulting in a varied typology of 
housing stock and parcels of individual neighbourhoods. 

Due to the slow development, much of the undeveloped 
land is characterized by natural woodlots.  Centrally 
located is South Cameron Woodlot which has been the 
impetus for current wooded residential lot development 
in eth area, in order to retain the natural character of the 
community. With a 15.7% increase, this slow 
development may also have attributed to South 
Cameron District being the single most significant 
increase in population since the last census.  It is also the 
one district in the City with the greatest difference in its 
demographics, including; 
 Youngest average age at 10 to 14yrs  
 Largest household size of 3.4 persons 
 Highest percentage of children with 23%, and  
 Largest number of households with children at 41%  
The district is also characterized with the largest 
percentage (54%) of residents whose mother tongue is 
not English or French.   
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CITY CENTRE SOUTH CENTRAL WALKERVILLE 

Often referred to as the Downtown, the City Centre 
District at 4692.59 people per square kilometre, is the 
most densely populated community in the City. With 
primarily urban dwellers living in apartment complexes, 
the City Centre is populated primarily by empty nesters or 
seniors as referenced in the 2011 census with 33% of the 
population over 55 years and a low 13% of children 
under the age of fifteen years. 

Once the core business and retail district of the City of 
Windsor up until 1970’s when suburban shopping malls 
were introduced to the city which ushered in an exodus 
of retail to edges of the city, the downtown has been 
struggling to redefine itself. 

Currently, both the University of Windsor and St Clair 
College have expanded their campuses into the district 
to offer students direct access to some of their urban 
curriculum, while ensuring that heritage architectural 
building stock can be preserved through reuse and 
rehabilitation conservation means.  In doing so, the 
potential for increased residential development in the 
form of student housing has greatly increased.  This will 
result in the need for appropriate public amenities such 
as urban plazas, pocket parks, and other recreational 
venues.  Currently, the offered is  a world class aquatic 
centre, for active recreation in the downtown.   

Combined with the convention facilities at Caesars’ 
Windsor, and the St Clair Centre for the Arts as well as the 
Riverfront Festival Plaza, along with several hotels, there is 
an existing structure for a strong tourism market in the 
City Centre with the appropriate and regular convention 
and tourism business. 

Lying immediately south of the City Centre District, and 
comprising some of the city’s oldest residential homes. 
With the exception of a decrease in population 3 times 
greater than that of the city as a whole, the South 
Central District parallels the demographics and 
population character of the city. 

Bounded by the CP rail Yards to west and south and 
Howard Avenue to the east, the South Central District 
street pattern of the long north-south blocks is depictive 
of the former French river lots of the originally settlement 
patterns of the late 1700’s.     Now bisected by the east-
west arties of Erie, Giles, Sheppard, Hanna Streets as well 
as Tecumseh Road, the district has transformed in to a 
traditional city block pattern.  As a result the park layouts 
in the district have a typical north-south orientation. 

As a well established community, and stable population, 
it is unlikely that there would be much change in the 
immediate future in this district, with exception to the 
potential amalgamation of the Catholic School Board 
into one larger mega-school somewhere in the urban 
core of the City. However, this would result in the closure 
of Catholic central High School in the southeast corner of 
the same district. 

The third District in the urban core is the Walkerville 
District, with its rich heritage related to Town of Walkerville 
founded by Hiram Walker in 1858 as a community based 
around the Hiram Walker’s Distillery Complex along the 
Detroit River. Additional immigrant settlements of the 
early 1900’s and 1910’s associated with the distillery and 
the emerging automotive industry saw much 
development southerly from the river .   

Similar to the South Central District, the former French 
farm lot pattern is still characterized in the current 
road patterns, especially in the southern half of the 
district.  In the northern half of the district the 
imposition of the English grid system is more evident, 
which greatly divided the river lots into smaller blocks; 
making it more difficult to consolidate larger tracks of 
land for viable parkland. 

The district is strongly divided with a north and south 
community on either side of Giles Boulevard, resulting 
in both Wyandotte Street East and Ottawa Street 
evolving into their respective communities 
commercial areas. A later influx of Italian residents 
along Erie street resulted in a third commercial 
corridor being established.  As a result the Walkerville 
District has three distinctly different Business Initiation 
Areas (Walkerville, Ottawa, and Little Italy) running 
parallel from the central core in the west through to 
Walker Road.   

Aside from the heritage aspect of the street patterns, 
Walkerville has a nationally recognized heritage 
designation, which includes; several prominent and 
architecturally significant residences and 
commercial edifices, including Willistead. Recent 
streetscape improvements along the three BIA’s 
have helped to solidify their continued existence, as 
well as proposed improvements to the Wyandotte 
Towne centre BIA.  Current census information 
indicates the district has seen a greater population 
decrease than the rest of the city, while still primarily 
attracting people from the Mediterranean area.  A
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SOUTH WALKERVILLE REMINGTON PARK EAST WINDSOR 
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Bounded by the Essex Terminal Railway to the north, 
Canadian Pacific Railway Main Line to the South and 
Walker Road to the east, South Walkerville District is 
triangular tract of land at roughly the geographical 
centre of the city.  More related to the Walkerville District 
to its north, the demographics of South Walkerville is 
similar to that of the southern half of Walkerville, with 
residential development evolving as result of post war 
migrations with people wishing to be closer to the already 
established immigrant communities in the city.   

There is no strong commercial area in this district with 
exception of the Tecumseh Road commercial corridor 
which runs east-west through the northern half of the 
district.  The residential base was closely related to the 
Chrysler and General Motors automotive plants and the 
Metropolitan Hospital which creates the eastern 
boundaries of the district.    

The 2011 census indicates that as this was an area settled 
later than the northern districts, many of the original 
immigrant families seem to still reside in this district. With 
an aging population and lower number of children under 
15 years old, the community has seen little change and 
has the potential of a major turnover in the next twenty 
years. 

WALKER FARMS 
Walker Farms is predominantly a light industrial and 
manufacturing district straddling the E.C.Row Expressway 
situated south of the Canadian Pacific Railway Line, 
North of the Windsor International Airport and east of the 
Canadian National –Chesapeake Ohio Railway Line.  It 
currently has a small population of 80 people, which is a 
25.74% increase since the 2006 census.  It is highly unlikely 
that there would be much change in the population as 
much of the available has already been developed by 
predominant use. 

Remington Park District is characterized with lands west 
of Howard Ave as being commercial and Zalev Brothers 
metal recycling plant, while the eastern half of the district 
is an isolated residential area bounded by Howard 
Avenue, E.C.Row Expressway to the South, Walker road 
to the east and the Canadian Pacific Main Line to the 
north. 

Similar to the South Central District, the 2011 census 
information closely parallels the community 
demographics with that of City as a whole.  The current 
state of the western half of the district has developer 
speculation, as to its future. With such a large parcel of 
land being studied there is potential for some change in 
this district, but as the options are great no definitive 
plans have been established. 

DEVONSHIRE  
Bounded by E.C.Row Expressway to the north, Walker 
Road and the Canadian National Chesapeake and & 
Ohio line to the east, Canadian National Caso 
Subdivision Line to the west, is the city’s primary suburban 
retail development. Consisting of Devonshire Mall and 
the Roundhouse shopping plaza in the northwest, a 
centrally located auto dealership mall near the Provincial 
Rd and Cabana intersection, the Walker Road 
commercial area along the eastern edge, and the Box 
Store Power Centre in its southern half, the Devonshire 
Planning District is the City’s primary retail and 
commercial centre.  The residential community of 
Devonshire Heights is concentrated to the northeast, and 
also includes Devonwood Conservation Area, a natural 
area managed by the Essex Region Conservation 
Authority. 

The district began its development evolution in the early 
1970’s and has continued to progressively evolve into the 
major commercial centre it is today.  With less than a 1% 
reduction in population since 2006, the district is 
characterized by a balanced demographic of age and 
culture. 

Bounded by the Detroit River to the north, Walker Road to 
the west , Tecumseh Rd to the South and the Canadian 
National Railway (Chrysler Spur) to the east, East Windsor 
has evolved as working middle class community 
associated with the automotive industry including 
General Motors, Chrysler and Ford Auto plants. As these 
companies have been downsizing in the Windsor area or 
as in the case of General Motors having left the City of 
Windsor entirely, this area has been slowly impacted with 
shifts in demographics, closely paralleled to the whole 
city.  

 The District has three major communities. One centered 
on the Drouillard Rd known as Ford City, which once 
served as a vibrant commercial corridor that catered to 
the workers from the Ford Motors Company plant 
established in 1912. 

A second community north of the CN Railway Lines was 
establish by executives of the Ford Motor Company, 
which over time has evolved in to higher density 
apartment and condominium towers.  A large section of 
the waterfront (Alexander Park) has been transformed 
into a linear park fronting these high rises allowing for 
vistas to the Detroit Skyline and Belle Isle (an historical 
Olmstead Park).  Efforts are being made to work with the 
Ford Motor Company to ensure that the linear park is 
extended to the Hiram Walker’s Distilleries located at the 
very western end of the district along on the riverfront. 

The third community lies east of Pilette and is 
characterized by a more medium density 1970’s/1980’s 
suburban community referred to as Polonia Park.  This 
area is dominated by lower income housing units. 
Census information from 2011 demonstrates 
demographic information paralleled to the  City as a 
whole. 
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FOUNTAINBLEU EAST RIVERSIDE  SANDWICH SOUTH 
Situated between the Fiat/Chrysler Plant and Ford Motor 
Company’s Essex Engine Plant, Tecumseh Rd to the north 
and the Canadian Pacific Main Line to the South, is the 
Fontainebleau Planning District. 

Similar to other districts in the city that evolved due to t he 
centralization of the Canadian automobile industry in the 
1950’s and 1960’s in Windsor this area was the last to be 
developed in the city before the major shift away from 
the Windsor area by the automotive industry in the early 
2000’s . 

Since both plants are still in operation, the impact to the 
demographics of the community has been less severe 
than in other areas where the plants have been closed. 
New development on the former Chrysler lands in south 
end of the district holds promise for continued 
automotive industry related activity in the area. 

RIVERSIDE 
Lying north of the Canadian National Railway Line and 
bounded by Pilette Rd to the west and the Little River 
Corridor to the east, Riverside Planning District was once 
the Town of Riverside and amalgamated in to Windsor in 
1966. 

With the largest percentage of residents over the age 55 
and the lowest number of children under the age of 15, 
this district represents a stable over a long period of time.    

The main traffic corridor of the district is Wyandotte Street 
East which travels through two Business Improvement 
Areas of Pillette Village BIA and Olde Riverside. 

Residents in this district have great variety of parks 
including several along the River front and Clairview 
Bikeway in the northeastern end; connecting with the 
Ganatcho Multi-use Trail in East Riverside.     

At the southeastern end of the district is the Windsor 
Family Credit Union Centre which is the city’s premier 
indoor sports and hockey arena, catering to a wide 
variety of events. 

As one of the areas that has experienced population 
growth since the 2006 census, the Eats Riverside District 
has seen some of the most contemporary development 
in the city, related to parks and recreation.  It is bounded 
by Lake St.Clair to the North, the  Little River Nature 
Corridor to the west , the Canadian National (VIA) rail line 
to the south and the Town of Tecumseh to east. 

It is still growing community and offers opportunity to 
develop sustainably. 

FOREST GLADE 
Developed in the late 1960’s and 1970’s as the model 
community, Forest Glade is still one of the City’s most 
complete neighbourhoods.  It is roughly bounded by the 
eastern limits of the City with the Town of Tecumseh, 
E.C.Row Expressway to the south, Jefferson Avenue to 
the west and Tecumseh Road East to the North. 

It’s population and demographics parallels that of the 
city with a 2.47% reduction in the overall population since 
2006, a dominant middle age group, with a low a 
population of children 15% and rising aged population of 
33% over the age of 55. 

Bisecting the District north and south is the Little River 
Corridor which results in the eastern half as a residential 
community and the western half a mix of commercial 
and Industrial lands.  The largest parcel in the western 
half is the Ford Essex Engine plant. 

In the western half is an small and isolated residential 
area known as Roseville Gardens which primarily consists 
of medium to higher density housing, services by a single 
neighbourhood park flanked by two schools. 

In 2002 the this area of the Township of Sandwich South 
Township was transferred to the City of Windsor after 
having originally been merged with the Town of 
Tecumseh in 1998.  Predominantly bounded by  to the 
north by the airport and the eastern extreme end of the 
E.C.Row Expressway, the Canadian National – 
Chesapeake Ohio Railway Line to the west, the Town of 
Tecumseh to the east, and the King’s Highway #401 to 
the south, it is the newest and potential growth area 
for the City. 

Currently , most of the district is agricultural land, it 
has been reviewed by the City, for prospective future 
development with several secondary plans.  Those 
plans include a major component of parkland that 
will connect with the Little River Corridor Parks in the 
eastern half of the City. 

Recently, it has become home to the Southwest 
Detention Centre that serves much of Southwestern 
Ontario, and has also been identified by the Province 
as the location for new Mega-hospital complex. 
Proposed development of the hospital  

PECHE ISLAND 
Associated with the East Riverside District, is the island 
natural conservation area of Peche Island which sits 
at the mouth of the Detroit River from Lake St Clair. 
Though regarded as a Planning District, the island has 
no residents and access is limited to small craft 
boaters. 

This 35 hectare conservation area was once a 
Provincial Park and later transferred to the City in 
1999.  As a conservation area, the island is home to 
many rare species of plants, and animals. 
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APPENDIX ‘C’ – WARD MAPS  

 

 

 

   

RE
D

IS
C

O
V

ER
 O

UR
 P

A
RK

S
C

ity
 o

f W
in

d
so

r P
ar

ks
 &

 O
ut

d
oo

r R
ec

re
at

io
n 

M
as

te
r P

la
n 

174 



 

 
 

   

 A
PP

EN
D

IX
 ‘C

’ –
 W

ar
d

 M
ap

s 

175 



 

 

 

   

RE
D

IS
C

O
V

ER
 O

UR
 P

A
RK

S
C

ity
 o

f W
in

d
so

r P
ar

ks
 &

 O
ut

d
oo

r R
ec

re
at

io
n 

M
as

te
r P

la
n 

176 




