
 

3. DESIGN FRAMEWORK 

3.1 Objective 

The term “streetscape” refers to the entire system of streets, sidewalks, quality landscape, and open space, by which people 
circulate through and experience a space. Our image of Riverside Drive, and the ease and safety with which we move through it, 
is determined by the quality of the streetscape and adjacent buildings. 

The urban design objectives of the Vista Improvement Guidelines are to: 

• Unify the visual image for Riverside Drive by completing the rhythm of the street trees and street lighting, creating a series 
of public sitting areas and provide good quality landscape with seasonal colour or other qualities of visual interest. 

• Create a pedestrian-oriented environment that is safe, accessible, visually pleasing, and comfortable. 

• Create visual and functional connections between the Urban Areas and the Waterfront.  

• Maintain the visual unity and character of the Riverside Drive Corridor through the use of streetscape materials that are 
authentic and native to Windsor.  

• Encourage and accommodate the use of alternative modes of transportation such as walking and biking to travel along 
the Waterfront and to travel throughout the downtown and adjacent neighbourhoods. 

• Preserve and enhance the intended scenic character of the streetscape such as the parks and open space systems and 
the views to the river vistas. 

• Respect and preserve adjacent residential neighbourhoods through streetscape design that creates a transition from 
commercial to residential neighbourhoods. 

• Pedestrians and cycling improvements and integration at crossings to public open space 

• Reinforce existing Central Riverfront Implementation Plan (CRIP) policies, and vision for Riverside Drive 
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3.2 Approach 

The streetscape design approach along Riverside Drive was 
developed through the Riverside Drive Vista Improvement 
public consultation process that was the parent project under 
which the Environmental Assessment and Vista Improvement 
Guidelines fall. 

The design was not only informed by public input but also 
by the technical requirements developed as part of the 
EA process.  A detailed review of the existing streetscape 
conditions was undertaken and associated problems and 
opportunities identified. As Riverside Drive is a lengthy piece 
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Functional Roadway Width – Examined 
the roadway wide and determined if it 
was sufficient to accommodate through 
movement and necessary turning lanes. 

Roadway Definition – Identified if the 
roadway is well defined with barrier 
curbs on both sides, other than crossing 
points, and determined if changes to the 
functional design was required. 

Sidewalk – Examine the consistency 
and accessibility of the existing 
sidewalk network and identified areas 
for improvement. It was a minimum 
requirement that the sidewalk be well 
defined on at least one side of the street. 
Assess the aesthetic issues related to the 
public realm and identify improvements 
to the sidewalk zone including special 
paving, materials and colour. Separate 
the multi-use (bicycle and roller blade) 
trail from the pedestrian sidewalk zone 
and from the Waterfront Promenade. 

Lighting – Improve lighting along the 
pedestrian walkways and at all nodes 
along Riverside Drive to improve foot 
traffic and pedestrian comfort and 
safety.  It is desirable that light fixtures be 
consistent throughout and accommodate 
both the pedestrian and vehicular traffic, 
though improvements should be focused 
to the downtown and nodes, which are 
priority areas. 

Bicycle Lanes – Create continuous 
bicycle lanes a dedicated facility for the 
entire length of Riverside Drive. Identify 
ways to connect discontinuous off-
street multi-use trails that have physical 
barriers such as irregular pavement width 
and grade separation to recreational 
areas and riverside parkland. 

Pedestrian Crossings – Located 
nodes at major intersection, where safe, 
well-defined public access to a park or 
civic facilities is required. Pedestrian 
crossings were then categorized into the 
following three categories based on level 
of importance of the node or intersection 
and demand for pedestrian access. 
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N1 Primary Node: Are located 
at major signalized intersections 
or mid-block connections 
that have a direct waterfront 
access, and no physical or 
visual barriers separating 
Riverside Drive from the water’s 
edge. Pedestrian crossings 
are defined with a combination 
of raised surfaces where 
traffic calming is required, and 
improved material selections 
such as impressed and colour 
concrete or unit pavers. These 
Unique Civic / Ceremonial 
nodes provide for special civic 
presence, either through the use 
of public art, upgraded street 
furniture, banner programs, etc. 

15 




