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Online Public Information (PIC) #2
The purpose of this PIC is to:
 Provide an overview of the study
 Outline the study process (Municipal Class EA)
 Share what we heard at PIC #1
 Discuss alternative design concepts for the Wildlife Overpass
 Describe how key comments were considered 
 Present the evaluation criteria and the evaluation of 

alternatives
 Propose the preliminary preferred design
 Review additional design considerations
 Identify Next Steps
 Request feedback Photo of White-tailed Deer captured 

during Natural Environmental Field 
Investigations 



Study Overview

The City of Windsor is undertaking a Municipal 
Class Environmental Assessment (Class EA) 
study to consider the construction of a Wildlife 
Crossing at Ojibway Parkway, south of 
Broadway Boulevard, in the City of Windsor in 
order to begin re-establishing an ecological 
connection between Black Oak Heritage Park 
and Ojibway Park. The 20 m wide Ojibway 
Parkway that carries approximately 20,000 
vehicles per day inhibits wildlife movement and 
ecological linkage functions. The Wildlife 
Crossing will provide a connection for local 
tallgrass prairie plant communities and safe 
passage opportunities for wildlife, including 
species at risk. The proposed Wildlife Crossing 
thereby reduces landscape fragmentation 
through improvement of habitat connectivity in 
the Ojibway Prairie Complex. 

Ojibway 
Park



Municipal Class Environmental Assessment Process
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Phase 3
Alternative Design 
Concepts for the 

Preferred Solution 

Phase 4
Environmental 
Study Report  

Phase 5
Implementation 

Compile an 
Environmental Study 
Report (ESR)

Place ESR on public 
record for a minimum 
of 30-day review 
period

Issue Notice of 
Completion

Proceed to the 
detailed design and 
construction of the 
project

Monitor 
environmental 
provisions and 
commitments 

Identify alternative 
designs to implement 
the preferred solution. 

Inventory natural, 
social/cultural and 
economic 
environments

Identify the impact of 
the alternative designs 
after mitigation

Evaluate alternative 
designs to identify a 
preferred design

Undertake 
consultation

Select preferred design

Phase 1
Identify and 

Describe 
the Problem(s)

Phase 2
Alternative
Solutions 

Identify reasonable 
alternative solutions

Evaluate the 
alternative solutions, 
taking into 
consideration 
environmental and 
technical factors

Identify a preferred 
solution to the 
problem

Undertake 
consultation

Select preferred 
solution

Phases 1 and 2 have been completed.

Identify Problem or 
Opportunity

We are 
here



An online Public Information Centre was held for this Study from November 19 to 
December 3, 2020. During PIC #1 there were several comments received related to key 
aspects of the proposed solutions. Specifically, the public expressed interest in the 
following items which were further considered during the development of the 
alternative designs:

What we heard during PIC #1?

The Alternative Solutions should include an option to also cross the Essex 
Terminal Railway tracks located immediately to the west of Ojibway Parkway.

Fencing should be incorporated into the design to direct wildlife toward the 
crossing and to prevent them from entering the roadway.

Details on how these items were further considered are presented following the 
presentation of the alternative design concepts.

A Summary Report was prepared to document in more detail the comments received 
and Study Team’s responses. The PIC #1 Summary Report is available on the project 
webpage. 

https://www.citywindsor.ca/residents/Construction/Environmental-Assessments-Master-Plans/Pages/Ojibway-Parkway-Wildlife-Crossing-Class-Environmental-Assessment.aspx


Consideration of Public Comments into the Design
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Extension of Crossing Over Railway Tracks

• The Study will proceed on the assumption that the western slope of the Wildlife 
Overpass will end at the Ojibway Trail, east of railway yard. 

• Monitoring will be conducted by the City of Windsor in the future to monitor 
performance of the Wildlife Overpass and mortality on railway tracks. If the need to 
extend the Wildlife Overpass across the railway yard is identified, the City may 
consider providing the structure over the railway corridor, subject to the availability 
of funding to support additional studies, design, property acquisition and 
construction. All alternatives can accommodate a future crossing of the railway.

Wildlife Fencing

• Wildlife fencing has been incorporated 
into the design along Ojibway Parkway 
and Broadway Street to prevent wildlife 
from entering onto the Ojibway Parkway 
and to direct wildlife to the proposed 
wildlife overpass. 

• Fencing will be a two-part system 
comprised of a chain-link style fence as 
well as a shorter reptile exclusion fence. 
Detailed specifications regarding the 
wildlife fencing will be determined during 
the detailed design of the Project.

Fence along the Herb Gray Parkway



Design Criteria for Alternative Design Concepts

The dimensions of the alternatives were determined using the following design criteria:

Design Criteria Recommended Dimension and Source Proposed

Overpass Width
Minimum width: 40-50 m
Recommended width: 50-
70 m

U.S. Department of 
Transportation, 20111 50 m

Minimum Vertical 
Clearance

5.0 m vertical clearance 
for structures over roads

Ontario Ministry of 
Transportation, 20202 5.5 m

Maximum 
Approach Grade 5:1 (20%) or flatter U.S. Department of 

Transportation, 2011 5:1 (20%)

Preferred Side 
Slopes 5:1 U.S. Department of 

Transportation, 2011 5:1

1 Wildlife Crossing Structure Handbook Design and Evaluation in North America, March 2011
2 MTO Design Supplement for TAC Geometric Design Guide (GDG) for Canadian Roads, April 2020




