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1.0 Introduction  

The City of Windsor (the City) is undertaking a Schedule ‘C’ Municipal Class 

Environmental Assessment (Class EA) to consider the construction of a Wildlife Crossing 

at Ojibway Parkway in order to provide an ecological connection between Black Oak 

Heritage Park and Ojibway Park. The purpose of this Class EA is to analyse various 

alternative solutions to determine the preferred solution and undertake an assessment 

to determine the preferred design for the preferred solution. This study is being 

conducted in accordance with the Ontario Environmental Assessment Act (EAA) 

requirements for a Schedule ‘C’ Project (Phases 1-4) as outlined in the Municipal 

Engineers Association’s Class EA document (Municipal Engineers Association, 2000 as 

amended in 2011 and 2015).  

This report documents the methods of distribution of Notice of Study Commencement 

and Public Information Centre #1, the purpose and content of PIC #1, and the 

comments received and responses provided by the Study Team. 

2.0 Notice of Study Commencement and Public 

Information Centre #1 

A Notice of Study Commencement and Public Information Centre #1 was developed to 

introduce the Study, the Municipal Class Environmental Assessment process, and invited 

the public to the Public Information Centre #1. The notice was issued via following 

means: 

• Email: The notice was emailed to the contacts on the Study Mailing List on 

November 12, 2020; 

• Mail: The notice was mailed to landowners within the study area on November 

12, 2020; 

• Newspaper advertisement: The notice was published in the Windsor Star on 

November 7, 2020 and on November 13, 2020 inviting the public to participate; 

• Social Media: The notice was tweeted out from the City's Twitter account and 

posted on the City’s Facebook account on November 19, 2020; 

• Ojibway Nature Centre’s website: The link to the project website was provided 

on Ojibway Nature Centre’s webpage: (http://www.ojibway.ca/index.htm); and,  



 Public Information Centre #1 Summary Report 

Ojibway Parkway Wildlife Crossing 

Municipal Class Environmental Assessment Study 

 

Project # IM20104013 | March 2021 Page 2 

  

• Project webpage: The City of Windsor posted the notice and PIC information on 

the project webpage: 

(https://www.citywindsor.ca/residents/Construction/Environmental-Assessments-

Master-Plans/Pages/Ojibway-Parkway-Wildlife-Crossing-Class-Environmental-

Assessment.aspx)  

The Notice of Commencement and PIC #1, along with newspaper ads and social media 

posts can be found in Appendix A. 

2.1 Media Coverage 

The Study generated significant attention from various local media outlets prior to and 

during the PIC #1. The following local media posted an article about the Study:  

• Windsor Star: https://windsorstar.com/news/local-news/city-seeking-input-on-

ojibway-wildlife-crossing   

• CTV News: https://windsor.ctvnews.ca/city-of-windsor-seeking-public-input-on-

wildlife-crossing-1.5201618   

• Blackburn News: https://blackburnnews.com/windsor/windsor-

news/2020/11/24/city-windsor-considering-eco-passage-design-ojibway-

parkway/   

• Windsorite: https://windsorite.ca/2020/11/city-looking-for-input-on-ojibway-

parkway-wildlife-crossing/   

CBC Windsor also aired a segment during its 6 p.m. edition on November 23, 2020. A 

zoom meeting was also arranged by the City of Windsor Mayor’s Office to share project 

information with the local news agencies. The meeting participants included staff from 

both, Wood and City of Windsor, and Mayor Drew Dilkens. The meeting was also aired 

live on Facebook and was made available on YouTube. 

• Facebook: https://m.facebook.com/CityofWindsor/videos/ojibway-parkway-

wildlife-crossing-update/705790970064088/    

• YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7pvnNjjC7PM    

3.0 Virtual Public Information Centre #1 

The Virtual Public Information Centre (PIC) was held for this study from November 19, 

2020 to December 3, 2020. PIC #1 was held virtually using Wood’s Virtual Consultation 

Platform hosted on the City of Windsor project website. The information materials for 
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PIC#1 were posted online on Wood’s Virtual Consultation Platform, which was hosted 

on the City’s website. The PIC materials were also shared on the City’s website. 

Comments were invited during a two-week period (November 19 - December 3). The 

purpose of PIC #1 was to: 

• Provide a summary of study background and the Municipal Class EA process; 

• Provide an overview of technical studies completed and planned; 

• Present the Problem and Opportunity Statement; 

• Identify the alternative solutions; 

• Present the evaluation criteria; 

• Present the evaluation of alternative solutions and the preliminary preferred 

solution; 

• Allow the public to provide input; 

• Enable the use of public feedback in the next stage of developing and evaluating 

potential alternative designs; and, 

• Identifying the next stage of the process. 

Materials were presented using Wood’s Virtual Consultation Platform which is intended 

to mimic an open house drop-in format. The following materials were made available on 

Wood’s Virtual Consultation Platform and City of Windsor’s website: 

• Display boards providing high-level overview of study information; 

• Presentation slides providing detailed information on the Study process; 

• Evaluation of Alternative Solutions Memo; 

• Maps showing locations of Alternative Solutions; 

• Renderings of the Preferred Solution (Wildlife Overpass); 

• Animation of Preferred Solution posted on YouTube; and, 

• Comment Form. 

Comment forms were available in both PDF and Microsoft Word format, which the 

residents were encouraged to email to the Study Team Members. The Virtual 

Consultation Platform also provided a link to comment forms in a Microsoft Forms 

based format. The display boards are provided in Appendix B for reference purposes. 
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3.1 Summary of PIC #1 Comments and Study 

Team’s Responses 

Members of public were encouraged to provide feedback on the Study by submitting 

comments on via email, mail or through Microsoft Forms. The deadline for comments 

was December 3, 2020. Eight members of public submitted comments via Microsoft 

Forms, 15 comment sheets received via email, one 311 call and 24 emails received 

during the comment period. The comments received can be found in Appendix C.  

A summary of PIC #1 comments and Study Team’s responses is provided in Table 3-1. 

The comments received through PIC #1 were grouped into the following themes based 

on their similarity, and the content of comments was summarized. Please note that the 

comments provided here in does not reflect the exact wording, but instead provide a 

summary of those comments. 
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Table 3-1: Summary of PIC #1 Comments and Study Team's Responses 

Theme Summary of Comments Study Team Response 

Agreement with 

Evaluation of 

Alternative Solutions 

Process 

• The evaluation of alternative solutions process was sufficient. It took into account the 

most important factors in order to make an appropriate selection of the preferred 

solution. It clearly laid out the rational for making Alternative 3(A) the optimal choice. 

• The evaluation process covered all the essential points of consideration. The costs of 

each alternative were explicitly stated, and that Indigenous rights were considered when 

planning the location of these structures. It would be interesting to hear how long each 

structure would potentially take to be built as another factor to be considered. 

No response required. 

Support for the 

Preliminary Preferred 

Solution (Wildlife 

Overpass) 

• The Wildlife Overpass will reconnect the fragmented natural heritage features 

disconnected by the Ojibway Parkway and will support genetic movement between 

ecosystems to improve biodiversity within this fragmented landscape. The location of 

the wildlife overpass was carefully selected to avoid impact on Species at Risk.  

• An underpass under Ojibway Parkway would have limited benefits to mammals as 

studies have shown it is too confined. The Preferred Solution will improve the viability of 

the numerous Species at Risk in the Ojibway Prairie Complex.  

• Although there will be a loss of trees on the east side of the overpass, there will be a net 

benefit with this option.  

• The underpass option would be more costly if multiple underpasses were considered to 

equal the same cumulative crossing width as the overpass.  

• There will be minimal impact to traffic flow due the construction of the overpass. The 

construction itself does not seem to be unusually complex. 

• The Wildlife Overpass is preferred as it will provide opportunities for Urban Design 

elements. 

• Would prefer Wildlife Overpass rather than nothing or a tunnel. Would like to see 

suicide railings so that the drivers can observe wildlife while driving. It is encouraging to 

actually see where the taxpayers’ money is being spent and it would create a good 

feeling in most. 

No response is required for the majority of these comments. 

 

In regard to the comment regarding railings on overpass, the design team has 

considered options for the overpass railings / parapet walls, and will not be 

proposing suicide rails, or similar, since an objective of the design is to minimize 

potential for animals to exit the sides of the overpass and end up on the road 

below. 

Suggested Alternative 

Locations for Wildlife 

Crossing 

• Mortality rate studies have shown that Matchette Road is a serious area for concern as it 

relates to wildlife mortality and the potential of dangerous accidents involving 

motorists. Matchette Road is also a heavily travelled road leading into and out of 

LaSalle, especially at peak times. It would be encouraging to see a plan put into action 

in the future that would incorporate some kind of safe passage in this area as well. 

 

The intent of this Study is to provide safe passage for area wildlife and species at 

risk and landscape connectivity between Ojibway Park and Black Oak Heritage 

Park. Wildlife mortality and ecological connectivity in other locations may be 

addressed via other studies. 
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Theme Summary of Comments Study Team Response 

• Suggest a wildlife crossing over the Titcombe Road Drain as many forms of wildlife 

follow watercourses as travel routes (water source, food source, less obstructions). 

• Commence temporary road closures of Malden Road and Matchette Road. In 2016, the 

City of Windsor was made aware of the hundreds of endangered species lost during 

migration periods (spring and fall).  Most of this loss occurred on these two roads. Since 

that time, eight migrations have occurred, and hundreds of endangered species have 

died. Temporary road closures of Malden and Matchette Road costs little but will have 

the largest impact on preventing extinction.  

Lack of supporting 

studies (i.e., road 

mortality study) 

• No road mortality data or connectivity models were presented in the PIC materials. 

Published wildlife mortality data are available for various roads across the Ojibway 

Prairie Complex, with the exception of Ojibway Parkway. Published connectivity models 

are also available for the project area. Therefore, the locations of road mortality 

hotspots or potential connectivity corridors for Species at Risk reptiles were not 

included in the consideration of alternatives. Without these data it is impossible to 

determine which, if any, of the alternatives could achieve the project goals. This is 

problematic because very large financial investments of taxpayer funds to solve 

ecological problems must be based in ecological data, not conjecture. 

• If the City has access to wildlife-vehicle collision data from police reports (e.g., deer-

vehicle collisions) or environmental services (e.g., mammal carcass removal), please 

present these data at the next PIC to inform selection of crossing and fencing locations. 

• No species comparisons were presented to show how each option would affect reptiles, 

or other species.  

The intent of this Study is to identify the preferred wildlife crossing which will 

reduce wildlife mortality and be able to be implemented with the funding 

currently known to be available. Completing years of pre-construction surveys will 

hold up the project and eliminate current funding opportunities. The preferred 

location of the crossing considers wildlife related concerns including habitat 

fragmentation and connectivity for several groups of wildlife, including plants. The 

preferred location considers the loss of habitat and secondary and cumulative 

impacts. This will be further discussed within the Project’s Natural Environment 

Assessment Report. 

Road mortality data can be used to determine hotspots and is regularly used for 

some animal groups, such as reptiles. However, this crossing structure is to 

accommodate all wildlife (including plants). Wildlife-vehicle collisions cannot 

always be relied on (e.g., the bias in reporting, low volume roads, generalize 

location reporting), and other methods have evolved to determine crossing 

locations. Road mortality data cannot replace incorporating information about 

the surrounding habitat and landscape structure into an analysis of crossing 

locations. 

The location of the crossing considers that wildlife-vehicle collisions tend to occur 

where animals find it easier to crossroads. The current Parkway doesn’t have 

appropriate fences or large steep embankments to deter animals from crossing or 

funnel animals to better crossing points. The preferred design will also 

incorporate fencing to direct animal use to the crossing structure. 

This overpass crossing is intended for more than just herptile species. Habitat 

availability on either side of road is also considered as a factor in determining 

where most animals will choose to cross.  

Wildlife-vehicle collision data has been requested and mapping illustrating this 

data will be provided within the Natural Assessment Environment Report. 
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Theme Summary of Comments Study Team Response 

Concerns with the 

Evaluation of 

Alternative Solutions 

Process 

• The current evaluation of alternative solutions is premature. It should consider including 

additional alternative solutions, empirical data on road mortality and ecological 

connectivity in the alternative’s selection process, and securing the land required to 

create a physical linkage between Ojibway Park and Black Oak Heritage Park.  

• A new alternative should be considered similar in length and width to the Herb Gray 

Parkway wildlife crossing (i.e., ~180 m long by ~120 m wide). A second alternative 

solution (i.e., just south of Dainty Foods) ought to be investigated based on the results 

of a published landscape connectivity modelling study for a SAR snake at Ojibway 

Prairie (Choquette et al. 2020). This location would likely require the decommissioning 

and adaptive re-use of a portion of Broadway Blvd. A third alternative solution that 

ought to be considered is the retrofitting or upgrading of an existing culvert associated 

with Titcombe Road Drain under Ojibway Parkway and the railway tracks to increase 

their function as a wildlife crossing structure. In addition, the drain should be 

investigated to determine its potential for ecological connectivity. A combined 

(underpass and overpass) alternative should also be considered.  

• A wider and longer Wildlife Overpass that spans over Ojibway Parkway, the multi-use 

recreational trail and the Essex Terminal tracks will result in an increase of floral 

genetics moving between habitat features and creation of safe passage for fauna. 

• The alternatives presented do not include a recreational trail on the structure. It may not 

be possible to eliminate human use due to location of the proposed crossing in 

proximity to the urban area, high visitation rate of Ojibway Nature Centre, and 

proximity to current trail system. A wider alternative (i.e.,120m) where a hiking trail 

crosses along one side ought to be considered to direct and concentrate human 

disturbance. This would also facilitate inspection requirements and ongoing 

maintenance. 

• Consideration should be given to a small underpass for reptiles and amphibians, similar 

to the crossing under Matchette Road. 

• There is a need to clearly identify a suite of target species, including Species at Risk, for 

which the wildlife crossing is aiming to reduce road mortality and/or increase 

landscape connectivity. The selection of these species would help guide the 

identification of alternative crossing designs and fencing requirements. It is also worth 

noting that the list of Species at Risk documented in PIC materials appears to exclude 

some species (for example, Eastern Foxsnake).  

• Consideration should be given to the importance of providing linkages between small, 

fragmented areas that support Species at Risk. It is well documented that linking 

The intent of this Study is to provide safe passage for area wildlife and species at 

risk and landscape connectivity between Ojibway Park and Black Oak Heritage 

Park. The evaluation of alternatives was completed following the principles of 

Municipal Class Environmental Assessment process.  

As part of the evaluation of alternatives process, reasonable alternatives were 

identified and evaluated, to identify a Preferred Solution that that has least 

impact/provides highest benefit to the natural, socio-economic and cultural 

environment, and is feasible from perspective of technical and cost 

considerations. Since the goal of this crossing would be to provide ecological 

connectivity and safe passage for wildlife, a consideration for human use was 

excluded. Accordingly, a multi-use trail was not considered in the design of 

alternative solutions.  

In order to support the evaluation of alternative solutions, constraints related to 

aforementioned parameters were identified within the Study Area to assist in 

avoiding impacts to those features (for example, species at risk plant 

communities, utilities, etc.). This constraints review assisted in determining the 

locations of the alternatives and defining their limits. The western limit of the 

alternatives was limited to the Ojibway Trail because of the property limitations 

on the west side of the railway yard.  

The property along the west side of the railway yard is owned by the Essex 

Terminal Railway. As a result of feedback received from PIC #1, the City of 

Windsor has consulted with Essex Terminal Railway to understand their interest in 

the project and property considerations.  

At this time, the Study will proceed on the assumption that the western slope of 

the Wildlife Overpass will end at the Ojibway Trail, east of the railway yard. Design 

considerations will be incorporated to allow for future extension of the Wildlife 

Overpass to the west across the railway yard. Monitoring is planned to monitor 

the performance of the Wildlife Overpass and mortality on the railway tracks. If 

the need is identified to extend the Wildlife Overpass across the railway yard, the 

City of Windsor may consider extending the structure, subject to the availability of 

funding to support additional studies, design, property acquisition and 

construction, etc.  
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Theme Summary of Comments Study Team Response 

fragmented areas helps improve the chances for survival for those plant and animal 

species found within those areas. 

• Why does a “Civic Image” Gateway feature have any bearing on the evaluation criteria.  

• Why was one style of overpass/underpass considered? 

Issues with the 

Preliminary Preferred 

Solution 

• The “preferred solution” may be the best solution, but it is a massive confusion to the 

public. The City would like to point to environmental investments and successes but 

could become a public relations nightmare as headlines like “Windsor dumping wildlife 

on to rail line” appear. 

• The Preferred Solution falls short of what would be considered an “optimal” solution 

from an ecological standpoint, and there is not enough data presented to determine 

whether or not the project goals would be achieved. The Preferred Solution would 

require significant encroachment into the Black Oak Deciduous Forest of Ojibway Park. 

Black Oak forest type is rare in Ontario and is the only example of a 200m interior forest 

in the Detroit River sub-watershed. Given the uncertainty of ecological benefits versus 

clear ecological costs, the Preferred Solution ought not to proceed in its current form. 

• Wildlife Underpass option is supported. A different option of underpass design is 

suggested, which would involve placing roadbed down, installing support structures 

onto roadbed, and placing road / concrete plates on support structures. This option is 

suggested due to a number of reasons, such as, less cost, easy maintenance, provision 

of wildlife connectivity, no impact to natural and socio-economic environment. Drainage 

can be incorporated in stormwater infrastructure.  

• Wildlife Overpass is not supported due to a number of reasons, such as, high cost, 

inspection requirements, impacts to natural environment, barrier to wildlife, unless 

wildlife is funnelled by fencing to the overpass. The Overpass will also change drainage 

patterns and require stormwater infrastructure mitigation.   

There will be no impact to social environment, however, it will have negative “Civic 

Image”, when trees and vegetation need to be removed. 

• With the west ramp ending at the multiuse trail and the railway tracks, wildlife will not 

be able to enter Black Oak Heritage Park. This design surely does not provide a wildlife 

corridor in addition to an ecopassage. White-tailed deer mortality is an ongoing issue in 

that area, particularly mortality caused through road accidents. Would this design 

increase the mortality issue there and cause human health and safety concerns as the 

deer try to navigate their next moves to enter Black Oak Heritage Park? Further, having 

the off ramp fall short of connecting to Black Oak Heritage Park will create many 

barriers for turtles, snakes and other herpetofauna species from moving across to safety, 

The Phase 2 of the Municipal Class Environmental Assessment process requires 

identification of alternative solutions to address a problem and opportunity 

statement. Accordingly, alternative solutions were identified and evaluated to 

provide ecological connectivity and safe passage for area wildlife across Ojibway 

Parkway. This process identified that the best solution to provide this passage is 

an Overpass Crossing.  

Now that first mandatory point of consultation has been completed, the Study 

will proceed to Phase 3 of the Municipal Class Environmental Assessment process. 

In this stage, various designs of the Wildlife Overpass will be developed and 

evaluated to identify a preferred design for the Wildlife Overpass.  

As previously noted, the City of Windsor has initiated consultation with Essex 

Terminal Railway to understand their interest in the project and property 

considerations.  

At this time, the Study will proceed as such the western slope of the Wildlife 

Overpass will end at the Ojibway Trail, east of the railway yard. Design 

considerations will be incorporated to allow for future extension of the Wildlife 

Overpass to the west across the railway yard. Monitoring is planned to monitor 

the performance of the Wildlife Overpass and mortality on the railway tracks. If 

the need is identified to extend the Wildlife Overpass across the railway yard, the 

City of Windsor may consider extending the structure, subject to the availability of 

funding to support additional studies, design, property acquisition and 

construction. 

Design elements, such as, preliminary fencing location and limits will be 

introduced to help avoid movement of wildlife away from Ojibway Parkway. 

Ultimate details about fencing (such as location and type) and measures to 

prohibit human use will be determined during detailed design phase. In addition, 

design elements or other measures to deter human use of the Wildlife Overpass 

will be evaluated and determined during detailed design phase of this project. 

These elements may include signage, surveillance equipment and monitoring. 

 



 Public Information Centre #1 Summary Report 

Ojibway Parkway Wildlife Crossing 

Municipal Class Environmental Assessment Study 

 

Project # IM20104013 | March 2021                         Page 9 

  

Theme Summary of Comments Study Team Response 

and they have less ability to move away from a multi-use trail and railroad tracks. This 

can increase herpetofauna mortality and even persecution if humans using that area for 

recreation detect them.  

• From a design perspective, the maximum approach grade and side slopes seem very 

steep and abrupt. Are there other types of designs that can incorporate a winding 

pathway or texture created by vegetation to help wildlife of all sizes safely move from 

the top of the overpass down the gradient into the north and south end less 

aggressively? 

• The City of Windsor is the only place in the world that is designing overpasses with 

target Species such as snakes. Snakes do not require overpasses that are 50-70 m wide. 

The newest science is showing that even large animals and small animals alike are using 

a 10 metre (50 feet) wide overpass in Utah. The design specifications of overpass do not 

integrate recent science, the target species, or the context of the surrounding habitat, 

which is small. 

• If an overpass is built it should be 10 metres wide, and there should be half-cut pipe 

tunnels under the railway. This type of railway mitigation is documented in the 

literature. In context of the areas being connected, an overpass of this size is not a cost-

effective approach. In addition, a 10.0 m wide underpass is also not necessary for 

snakes. If snakes are indeed the target species, then the railway requires permeability 

for these target animals. 

 

 

Support for Project • Either option (underpass or overpass) is better than Do Nothing option. Overpass and Underpass Wildlife Crossing options were identified and evaluated. 

Based on the evaluation of alternatives, Wildlife Overpass was identified as 

Preferred Solution. 

Concern with the 

project 

• Why exactly is it necessary to create an ecological connection between Black Oak 

Heritage Park and Ojibway Park? Flora and fauna will continue to survive in these 

separate areas as best they can, given the encroachments already created. Building a 

Wildlife Crossing will not change that. Consider interacting with the Ministry of 

Transportation for Ontario and northern communities for some insight into the wildlife 

road mortality solutions. Fencing is used extensively along highways (such as Highway 

11 from Barrie to North Bay) and very effectively keeps wildlife and fast-moving 

motorists safe. I am not even aware of any so-called Wildlife Crossing of this nature 

anywhere in Ontario. Consider fencing installation as a first step on both sides of the 

Ojibway Parkway from approximately Broadway Boulevard to Sprucewood Avenue or 

even up to Front Road. Consider lowering the speed limit from Front Road to E.C. Row 

Expressway which would help decrease the accidents. 

Ojibway Prairie Complex contains a wide variety of vegetation and animal life. This 

area is known for its diverse vegetation and animal life and an abundance of 

wetlands, forest, savanna. It provides habitat for several rare plants, insects, 

reptiles, birds and mammals. Approximately 20,000 vehicles per day travel along 

the Ojibway Parkway and E.C. Row Expressway, which contributes heavily to 

wildlife mortality. The Wildlife Crossing will provide landscape connectivity and 

safe passage for area wildlife and species at risk in the Ojibway Prairie Complex. 

Wildlife Crossing/Ecopassages have been becoming increasingly common to 

provide connectivity between fragmented ecological areas.  

Wildlife crossings have been implemented in Ontario. Several Wildlife Crossings 

exist on Herb Gray Parkway, as well as, on Highway 11 and Highway 69. Fencing is 

a common strategy to direct the wildlife to the wildlife crossing. Fencing will be 
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Theme Summary of Comments Study Team Response 

incorporated in the design of the Wildlife Overpass, as the Study progresses. 

Considerations 

moving forward - 

Herb Gray Parkway  

• It would be helpful to refer to the ecopassage that was recently built over the Herb Gray 

Parkway. There should be a lot of data from this project that would help support the 

adoption of Alternative 3(A). Is this type of crossing even effective?  What is the 

performance of crossings on the Herb Grey Parkway? 

Wood was involved in the development of Herb Gray Parkway, including its 

wildlife crossings. Key considerations from that project will be implemented into 

the design of the Wildlife Overpass, as may be required. 

Considerations 

moving forward - 

Funding 

• Funding options should be explored for the project, including Federal and Provincial 

funding, as well as an appeal for citizens to contribute funding.  

Funding support for this project is being provided by the Windsor-Detroit Bridge 

Authority and additional funding options are being explored by the City.  

Considerations 

moving forward - 

Consultation 

•  Consider the use of an online comment forms/surveys in future. The use of MS Word or 

pdf forms would create a lot of friction and reduce the number of responses. The 

respondents should also have the option to remain anonymous. 

Thank you for this feedback. We understand that online forms are easier to fill 

and submit. Microsoft (MS) Forms was used to create an online form, and a link 

was shared within Wood’s Public Consultation Platform. It appears that since the 

link was not provided on the website itself, a number of members of public did 

not find the link within the Public Consultation Platform and completed the MS 

Word and PDF forms. We will adapt online forms for future public engagement 

opportunities and ensure that they are made available in a space that’s visible to 

the public. 

Considerations 

moving forward – 

Allow Human Use 

• Consider providing trails on overpass so the people can go from Black Oaks Woods to 

Ojibway Woods and vice versa.  

The purpose of this crossing would be to primarily provide ecological connectivity 

and safe passage for area wildlife. The structure will not include a trail for human 

use.  

Considerations 

moving forward – 

Prohibit Human 

Interaction 

• A feature like this land bridge will be located on the west side of Ojibway parkway, very 

close to an existing human use asphalt trail. It would be good to include signage to 

prohibit human use of the land bridge. 

• Similarly, the east side of the new ecopassage will be located within Ojibway Park where 

a human use trail passes. The current trail system within Ojibway Park should be 

redesigned to avoid conflict between wildlife approaching the ecopassage and humans.  

• It is strongly recommended that the no public trail system be incorporated into the 

ecopassage design due to the disruption to wildlife. 

• Measures should be in place to prohibit any human-use, including walking, off-road 

vehicles, mountain bikes, etc.  

• Consider installing speed signs and speed bumps for cyclists to slow down in the area. 

As part of Phase 3 of the Municipal Class Environmental Assessment process, 

various design alternatives will be developed and evaluated for the Wildlife 

Overpass. Design elements or other measures to deter human use of the Wildlife 

Overpass will be evaluated and determined during detailed design phase of this 

project. These elements may include signage, surveillance equipment and 

monitoring.  

Considerations 

moving forward - 

Vegetation 

• It would be good to see more detail about the planting, soils, other habitat elements.  

• Utmost care given to lessen the negative impacts of the wildlife crossing i.e., loss of 

trees, location of endangered plants, etc.   

As the Study progresses, more details will be incorporated into the design. One of 

these details will be determining vegetation type and soil quantity for the 

structure. These details will be confirmed in consultation with staff from the City 
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Theme Summary of Comments Study Team Response 

• Invasive species control during planning and construction should receive a high priority.   

• Will there be habitat removed on the Joy Woods side of the parkway to construct the 

landing area of the north and south approaches/ramps? Within the design criteria 

dimensions table, it does not indicate the size of the landing area of the overpass for 

Alternative 3A. Will the north and south landing area also be kept clear of vegetation, or 

will succession be allowed to take place after the landing area/ramps become 

integrated into the Ojibway Prairie landscape? 

of Windsor and Essex Region Conservation Authority. 

Considerations 

moving forward - 

Fencing  

• In order to function properly, wildlife crossing structures require fencing (or other 

diversion means) to direct animals to them and to keep those animals off roadways. The 

proposed fence design, length and specific installation locations must be presented. 

• Will there be openings for wildlife on either side of the rail yard? 

Fencing is a common strategy to direct the wildlife towards the wildlife crossing. 

Fencing will be incorporated into the design of the Wildlife Overpass, as the Study 

progresses. Ultimate details about fencing (such as location and type) and 

measures to prohibit human use will be determined during detailed design phase. 

Considerations 

moving forward - 

Construction 

• Ojibway Parkway and Machette Road provide access to and from Lasalle. How will the 

traffic be rerouted during construction? 

• Driving behaviour and congestion should be taken into consideration for other roads 

within the Ojibway Prairie as this will increase potential for herpetofauna mortality. 

• Relatively high rates of SAR reptile mortality have been documented on both Matchette 

Road and Malden Road from May-June and Aug.-Oct., and these roads should be 

avoided as official construction detour routes during these time periods. 

The construction of the Wildlife Overpass is not expected to significantly affect 

the traffic flow; however, short term full lane closure(s) may be needed during 

nights to erect girders. A further understanding of traffic impacts will be 

developed as the Study progresses and alternative design concepts are identified. 

Appropriate mitigation measures will be proposed to assist in reducing impacts of 

construction on traffic. 

Considerations 

moving forward – 

Stormwater 

Management and 

Climate Change 

• Stormwater management be considered as it will likely to affect initial cost and/or 

increase cost if unforeseen problems are encountered during construction. 

• Please factor climate change into the design for water retention and species selection. 

As the Study progresses, high level estimates of runoff generated from the 

crossing will be determined and compared against the existing capacity of the 

current storm infrastructure to assess opportunities to accommodate additional 

runoff from the proposed crossing. In addition, stormwater management 

alternatives for the crossing will be reviewed, and a preferred alternative 

established with particular recognition for potential requirements and limitations 

associated with operation and maintenance requirements, as well as functional 

requirements to protect the environmental systems and features in the study 

area. 

Considerations 

moving forward - 

Design 

• The wildlife overpass shouldn’t be five (5) meters above grade. This needs to be flushed 

out with additional measures such as supplemental roadway lighting, clearer sight lines 

along the roadway, natural barriers such as berms and or ditches on both sides of the 

road. Don’t waste money when other modern solutions will do the trick. 

• When considering the design of the overpass, if selected, a prefab structure should be 

evaluated in order to attempt to minimize the impact on the surrounding ecosystem. 

The height of the wildlife overpass will be 5.5 m. This will be slightly over than the 

5.0 m vertical clearance required by the Ontario Ministry of Transportation for 

structures over roads. This dimension was determined based on the input 

received from the City and is consistent with the vertical clearance of the overpass 

over Ojibway Parkway that leads to the Gordie Howe Bridge. 

As part of Phase 3 of the Municipal Class Environmental Assessment process, 

various design alternatives will be developed and evaluated for the Wildlife 



 Public Information Centre #1 Summary Report 

Ojibway Parkway Wildlife Crossing 

Municipal Class Environmental Assessment Study 

 

Project # IM20104013 | March 2021                         Page 12 

  

Theme Summary of Comments Study Team Response 

• What is available “construction area” on West side of crossing?  Renderings do not give 

a very clear picture of the access points and East and West vary dramatically. 

Overpass. A review of sightlines and turning radius, and impacts to natural, socio-

economic, cultural and technical environments will be reviewed and avoided, 

where possible. In addition, construction complexity will be reviewed for each 

alternative. 
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4.0 Next Steps 

Comments will be further reviewed by the Study Team and will inform the next phase of 

the Study. The project team will develop a number of alternative design concepts for the 

preferred solution based on comments received and present to the public in PIC #2.  
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Information collected will be used in accordance with the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. 
With the exception of personal information, all comments will become part of the public record. 
This notice was first issued on November 7, 2020. 

Ojibway Parkway Wildlife Crossing 
Schedule ‘C’ Municipal Class Environmental Assessment (Phases 1 - 4) 

Notice of Study Commencement and Online Public Information Centre #1 
The Study 
The City of Windsor has initiated a Municipal Class 
Environmental Assessment (Class EA) study to 
consider the construction of a Wildlife Crossing at 
Ojibway Parkway, south of Broadway Boulevard, in 
the City of Windsor in order to provide an 
ecological connection between Black Oak Heritage 
Park and Ojibway Park (see the key map). 
Approximately 20,000 vehicles per day travel along 
the Ojibway Parkway and E.C. Row Expressway, 
which contributes heavily to wildlife mortality. The 
Wildlife Crossing will provide safe passage for area 
wildlife and species at risk and landscape 
connectivity in the Ojibway Prairie Complex.  
The Study Process 
The study is being conducted in accordance with 
the requirements for a Schedule ‘C’ project as 
outlined in the Municipal Engineers Association’s 
Municipal Class Environmental Assessment 
(October 2000, as amended in 2015) document, which is an approved process under the Ontario’s 
Environmental Assessment Act. This study will address Phases 1 – 4 of the Class EA process. 
Public Information Centre #1 
Consultation with the public, Indigenous groups, key stakeholders, and regulatory agencies is an 
important component of the Class EA process. During this study, two Public Information Centres 
(PICs) will be hosted to seek feedback. Due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, the PICs will be 
held online. PIC #1 is scheduled for November 19, 2020. The information materials for PIC#1 will be 
posted online on City’s website. Comment will be received during a two-week period (November 19 - 
December 3). The purpose of this PIC is to solicit feedback and input on the Study, as well as provide 
an overview of the Study process and discuss the evaluation of alternative solutions and the 
preliminary preferred alternative. PIC information materials will be available on the City’s website: 
https://www.citywindsor.ca/residents/construction/environmental-assessments-master-
plans/Pages/default.aspx  
If you are interested in participating and/or would like to be added to our mailing list, please contact 
either one of the following individuals: 

Paul Mourad, P.Eng. 
City Project Administrator 

City of Windsor 
350 City Hall Square West, Suite 310 

Windsor, ON N9A 6S1 
Tel: 519-255-6100 (Ext. 6119) 

Email: pmourad@citywindsor.ca 

Felix Wong, P.Eng. 
Consultant Project Manager 

Wood Environment & Infrastructure Solutions 
3450 Harvester Road 

Burlington, ON L7N 3W5 
Tel: 905-335-2353 

Email: felix.wong@woodplc.com 

Ojibway 
Park 











11/13/2020 https://www.pressreader.com/canada/windsor-star/20201107/page/14

https://www.pressreader.com/canada/windsor-star/20201107/page/14 1/1



11/13/2020 https://www.pressreader.com/canada/windsor-star/20201112/page/6

https://www.pressreader.com/canada/windsor-star/20201112/page/6 1/1
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Ojibway Parkway Wildlife Crossing

Schedule “C” Municipal Class 

Environmental Assessment (Phases 1 – 4)

November 19, 2020

Online Public Information Centre #1



Online Public Information (PIC) #1

2

Learn about the Environmental Assessment 

Process

Learn about the Study and preliminary existing conditions 

findings

Learn about the alternative solutions, evaluation of 

those alternatives and selection of a preferred 

solution

Understand the next steps in the Study process

Contact us! Your input is very important to us!

Provide input on the Problem and Opportunity Statement

Register online and fill out a comment form
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Study Overview



Overview of Ojibway Prairie Complex

4

Ojibway Prairie Complex is a collection of the following

natural areas:

• Ojibway Park

• Black Oak Heritage Park

• Tallgrass Prairie Heritage Park

• Spring Garden Natural Area

• Ojibway Prairie Provincial Nature Reserve

Collectively these areas are designated as the Ojibway

Prairie Remnants Area of Natural and Scientific Interest

(ANSI).

Ojibway Prairie Complex contains a wide variety of

vegetation and animal life. This area is known for its

diverse vegetation and animal life and an abundance

of wetlands, forest, savanna. It provides habitat for

several rare plants, insects, reptiles, birds and

mammals.

Source: Ojibway Nature Centre 

(http://www.ojibway.ca/complex.htm)

Black Oak Heritage Park

Ojibway Park

Ojibway Prairie Provincial 

Nature Reserve Tallgrass Prairie 

Heritage Park

Detroit River



Study Overview
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The City of Windsor is undertaking a Schedule

‘C’ Municipal Class Environmental Assessment

(Class EA) to consider the construction of a

Wildlife Crossing at Ojibway Parkway, south of

Broadway Boulevard, in order to provide an

ecological connection between Black Oak

Heritage Park and Ojibway Park. Approximately

20,000 vehicles per day travel along the

Ojibway Parkway and E.C. Row Expressway,

which contributes heavily to wildlife mortality.

The Wildlife Crossing will provide landscape

connectivity and safe passage for area wildlife

and species at risk in the Ojibway Prairie

Complex.

A Class EA is required to consider the potential

environmental and social impacts that could

result from the Project. The purpose of this

Class EA is to analyze various alternative

solutions to determine the preferred solution

and undertake an assessment to determine

the preferred design for the preferred solution.

Source: Ojibway Nature Centre (http://www.ojibway.ca/blackoak.htm)

Black Oak 

Heritage Park

Ojibway Park

Ojibway Parkway Trail

Essex Terminal Railway

Ojibway Parkway



Study Area
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The Wildlife Crossing is being considered along Ojibway Parkway, between Broadway Boulevard and 

Sprucewood Avenue in the City of Windsor. This Study Area is shown in the Key Map above.

Ojibway Park



Municipal Class Environmental Assessment Process
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Phase 3

Alternative Design 

Concepts For the 

Preferred Solution 

Phase 4

Environmental

Study Report 

Phase 5

Implementation 

• Compile an 

Environmental Study 

Report (ESR)

• Place ESR on public 

record for a minimum 

of 30-day review period

• Notify the public and 

government agencies of 

completion of the ESR 

and of the Part II Order 

provision in the EA Act 

• Proceed to the detailed 

design and construction 

of the project

• Monitor environmental 

provisions and 

commitments 

ESR 

• Identify alternative 

designs to implement 

the preferred solution. 

• Inventory natural, 

social/cultural and 

economic environments

• Identify the impact of 

the alternative designs 

after mitigation

• Evaluate alternative 

designs

• Identify preferred 

design

Preferred Design 

Phase 1

Identify and Describe 

the Problem(s)

Phase 2

Alternative Planning 

Solutions 

Problem Statement Preferred Solution 

• Identify reasonable 

alternative planning 

solutions

• Evaluate the alternative 

solutions, taking into 

consideration 

environmental and 

technical factors

• Identify a preferred 

solution to the problem

We are 

here

Agency and 

Stakeholder 

Consultation 

Agency and 

Stakeholder 

Consultation 
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Existing Conditions

(Natural Environment, Archaeology and 

Cultural Heritage, Infrastructure and 

Subsurface Conditions)



Natural Environment
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Woodlands and Wetlands

• The Study Area contains both, woodlands and wetlands. 

• Provincially Significant Wetlands have been mapped in Black Oak Heritage Park. 

• Both, Ojibway Park and Black Oak Heritage Park, are designated as Environmentally Significant Areas, and comprise two of 

the five sites designated as the Ojibway Prairie Remnant Life Science Area of Natural and Scientific Interest (ANSI). 

Wildlife

• Wildlife species which have been confirmed through field investigations within the Study Area include:

– Mammals: Eastern Coyote, White-tailed Deer, Raccoon, Eastern Gray Squirrel, and Groundhog.

– Bat Species: the Little Brown Bat (Myotis lucifugus; Endangered), Eastern Red Bat (Lasiurus borealis), Silver-haired Bat 

(Lasionycteris noctivagans), Big Brown Bat (Eptesicus fuscus), and Hoary Bat (Lasiurus cinereus).

– Amphibians: Western Chorus Frog and American Toad.

– Reptiles: Midland Painted Turtle.

– Bird species: Eastern Wood-Pewee (Special Concern) (likely breeding on site). 

– Plant Species at Risk: Dense Blazing Star, Purple Twayblade, Slender Bush-clover, Spotted Wintergreen, Willowleaf

Aster.

Significant Wildlife Habitat

• There is likely to be several Significant Wildlife Habitat (SWH) features in the Study Area. 

Vegetation Communities

• Four vegetation communities exist within the Study Area: Dry Black Oak Woodland Type (WODM3-2), Pin Oak Mineral 

Deciduous Swamp Type (SWD1-3; S3= Vulnerable provincially), Dry – Fresh Black Oak Deciduous Forest Type (FODM1-3; 

SWH rare vegetation community), Dry Black Oak Tallgrass Savanna Type (TPS1-1; S1 Critically Imperiled provincially and 

SWH rare vegetation community).




