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Kadour, Karen

Lo 4- i SR
From: ~ Tom Henderson <henderson39@gmail.com>

Sent: ' Saturday, April 20, 2019 2:14 PM

To: ) Kadour, Karen

Subject_: Henderson Presentation to WECEC April 25, 2019

Dear Ms. Kadour,

Please accept my submission for the WECEC Meeting of April 25, 2019.
If possible, I reSpectfu_lIy_ request that you provide a table drop for those in attendance. Thank you for your

assistance. :
Tom Henderson 519-945-0425

Councillors, Committee Members, Staff and Guests,

I'm Tom Henderson chair of the Public Advisory Council, Detroit River Canadian Cleanup.-Also presenting
today is Hilary Payne. At the time of the 2013 tree planting he was the city councillor for Ward 9 which
includes the Windsor airport. ' ' ' '

Why plant trees? ,

Windsor-Essex has one of the lowest amount of tree cover of any county in Ontario. Trees improve air quality,

help fight climate change and raise oxygen levels. Our region's goal is to raise our inadequate tree cover to 12%
“in order to catch up with other areas. ' '

Why did the City of Windsor, the Essex Region Conservation Authority and the Detroit River Canadian
Cleanup decide to plant trees at the Windsor Airport in 20137 The goal was to join the central and easternmost
woodlands to create an interior forest. It would have been the only one of its kind in the City of Windsor and

. help increase the level of tree cover in Windsor-Essex. ' S

Plans were approved by Windsor City Council and planting commenced in May 2013 at a cost 0f 30,000
dollars. ERCA biologists checked the progress and reported that the survival rate exceeded expectations. The
small, seven and a half acre planting area was dwarfed by over 100 acres of woodlands surrounding them.
Airport staff raised no objections to the project based on safety factors at that time. Then, abruptly in 2015
supposedly due to safety concerns, airport management forbade ERCA from entering the property to maintain
the trees. In short order airport staff reported that 90% of the trees were dead. Of course they were, Management
had refused ERCA entry. o

The basic questionﬁ if airport safety was a concern in 2015, why was planting allowed in 2013? Where were the
safety worries when the project began? :

Tom Henderson, Chair ’ :

Public Advisory Council, Detroit River Canadian Cleanup
‘Windsor, Ontario : N
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TREE PLANTING AT AIRPORT

The following are comments on the report to
WECEC dated April 16" 2019 from YQG

1 This paragraph acknowledges the permission of
Council to plant trees at the Airport but also states
that there was no YQG Board Approval. This
is not correct. A report to Council dated
April 26™ 2013 stated that “YQG has reviewed
the request and is satisfied that the planting of
trees will not negatively affect airport operations”
2-4 These paragraphs have nothing whatever to
do with the present controversy

The YQG Report in no way justifies the actions
taken by Airport Administration in 2015 which
led to the demise of the trees planted and
WECEC is asked to approve the attached Motion
for submission to City Council

Hilary Payne April 2274 2019

APPENDIX "C"




Motion

Whereas the Essex Region Conservation Authority
and the Detroit River Cleanup received the approval
of City Council and the concurrence of YQG to plant
trees and shrubs at the Airport on a 7.5 acre parcel
between the two existing woodlots at a cost of
$30,000 utilizing ERCA Staff and DRC Volunteers
plus elementary school students in the Spring of

013 .

Whereas 84% of the trees and shrubs were reported

surviving as of Fall 2014 as per surveys completed by
ERCA Staff .

Wheras in Spring of 2015 Airport Staff refused
ERCA permission to enter the planted area to
maintain the planting resulting in a 90% loss
of the plants as determined by Airport Staff
due to weeds and grass taking over the planted
area .

Therefore be it resolved that City Council be
asked to approve the transfer of $30,000

from YQG to ERCA for tree planting elsewhere
in the City and / or County




