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PROJECT SUMMARY 

The Walkerville Theming and Districting Plan 
presents an opportunity to imagine the future 
Walkerville as a unique community destination in 
Windsor that celebrates its past and embraces its 
future. 

Tremendous potential exists to enhance the 
quality of the public realm and to introduce an 
exciting diverse mix of uses in reimagined and 
new contextually-appropriate buildings. 

The Plan presents nine Initiatives, Improvements, 
Projects, and Opportunities (IIPOs), all of which were 
envisioned and designed by the people who know 
Walkerville best. 

Walkerville today is a beautiful, lush, quiet 
community with a vibrant commercial core, an 
active industrial edge, and an incredible collection 
of heritage architecture. It’s also constantly evolving 
and establishing a very contemporary identity rooted 
in the arts, entrepreneurship, and commerce, while 
keeping its heritage alive. 

For more than 160 years, the Hiram Walker & Sons 
Distillery has been at the centre of the development 
and unique identity of Walkerville. 

As Walkerville continues to evolve, its industrial 
roots and ongoing employment-related activities 
must be celebrated, protected, and allowed to 
effectively coexist alongside new private and 
public realm development. 

The diversity of commercial, industrial, and 
residential uses continues to be at the core of 
Walkerville’s unique character and culture, and the 
continued success of the active distillery operation is 
critical to the implementation of the Plan. 

We are grateful to the hundreds of people who took 
time to share their stories and ideas with us as we 
developed this Plan. It is you, the people who know 
Walkerville best, who created the vision that will help 
to make Walkerville an even more incredible place to 
live, work, shop, dine, play, and visit. 

The Plan defines three new Districts within Walkerville 



BACKGROUND 
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Image 1A: Plan of Detroit (1763) 
Image source: SWODA/Archives of Ontario 

Image 1B: Aerial of Windsor and Detroit (2019) with Walkerville Study Area identifed 
Image source: Google Earth Imagery 
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Walkerville’s Evolution 
Carl Bray and Marcus Letourneau 

Introduction 

The Walkerville Theming and Districting Plan is 
intended to enhance the physical setting of the 
community. The heritage planning component 
provides the historical information and analysis that 
will guide recommendations for enhancements to 
the public realm and to private property. Outcomes 
of this work include an understanding of the key 
development periods in Walkerville’s history and of 
the design intent of the Walker family (and others) 
during these periods. The study also identifes key 
surviving elements from each period and provides 
guidelines for new development based on these 
elements. 

The heritage material has been compiled using 
a variety of methods. The heritage study team 
toured the study area on foot and photographed 
representative portions of it. They then found 
material in the archives of the University of Windsor, 
the Windsor Public Library, Western University, 
the Archives of Ontario, and the Walker company’s 
private collection. Of these materials, historic 
photographs and fre insurance plans were the most 
useful. Local histories and graduate theses also 
provided much of the historical detail. 

History of Development 

Indigenous Occupation 
According to early mapping of this part of Windsor, 
at least the riverfront portion of the current site 
of Walkerville was, at the time of early European 
contact, an Indigenous village and cemetery 

occupied by members of the Odawa community 
as well as other native groups. It is likely that 
Indigenous peoples occupied this area long before 
contact with Europeans and Indigenous groups have 
an ongoing presence in the area. 

Image 1C: Topographical Map of Detroit (ca. 1754) 
Image source: SWODA/Archives of Ontario 
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 Lands along the Detroit River have high 
archaeological potential for pre-contact 
archaeological resources. An archaeological 
assessment was undertaken for the CN lands. 
Research is currently ongoing into other 
assessments completed within the area, but further 
assessments may be required. 

French Period (1600s-1800s) 
The French were the frst Europeans in the area. 
The lands they came to were occupied at that time 
by the Iroquois. Early settlement was concentrated 
on the Detroit side of the river and it was not until 
the latter stages of the wars between the British 
and French that settlement on the east side began. 
French residents of Detroit were granted land on the 
east side of river in 1749. These were long strips of 
land running inland from the shoreline, bounded on 
the south by a Huron village and on the north by an 
Odawa village and burial ground. By the end of the 
Seven Years War in 1763, European settlement on 
the east side of the river was underway. By this time, 
the Odawa village had been abandoned and more 
lots were granted to French and British settlers in 
the Walkerville area. Further south, the community 
of Sandwich (now Windsor) was established in 1797 
for both French and British settlers who wished to 
remain under British rule . 

By the time that Hiram Walker began assembling 
land for his new community of Walkerville, the lands 
he intended to purchase were owned by French and 
British settlers. The owner of the largest parcel was 
Antoine Descomptes Labadie. Labadie acquired 
his land from the British who, in turn, had acquired 
it from the Indigenous residents (according to one 
source, it was Chief Pontiac who transferred the 
lands to Lieutenant Edward Abbott of the Royal 
Artillery Regiment in 1765 and Abbott transferred 

his land to Labadie). On his death in 1806, his lands 
were apportioned to his descendants. One of his 
daughters married John Gaspe Hall and it was a 
portion of their son’s land that Walker acquired in 
1856. Adjacent lands were owned by John and Luc 
Montreuil and Alexander Chapoton and Walker 
acquired their lands in 1857. 

The Hiram Walker Era (1850s-1880s)
 Hiram Walker began to transfer his distillery 
operation across the Detroit River in the 1850s. 
There are several reasons for this. First, the United 
States and the then-Dominion of Canada signed a 
reciprocity treaty in 1854, removing tariffs on grain 
and distillery products. The extension of the Great 
Western Railway to Windsor in 1854 linked the 
region to the eastern hinterland as well as to the 
United States, removing reliance on marine or road 
transport and greatly expanding access to markets 
for industrial products. Land on the Canadian side 
of the river was considerably less expensive than 
on the American side and there was plenty of it 
available; materials were also cheaper. There was an 
opportunity to develop a steam-powered mill that 
would greatly increase the effciency of the milling 
operation and make uses of the abundant grain 
supply in the area. Walker also would have noted 
that there was little competition for his distillery 
business in Canada. Add to this a more stable 
legislative framework in Canada (as opposed to the 
inconsistent and temperance-infuenced conditions 
in Michigan and elsewhere in the US), and the risks 
associated with establishing a new industry on the 
Canadian side were more than balanced by the 
advantages of doing so. 

It was in this context that Walker began assembling 
land on the opposite shore from Detroit. The land 
he bought from Messers. Labadie, Hall, Montreuil 
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Image 1D: 1884 Fire Insurance Map showing the early Walker Distillery buildings (pink) and housing (yellow) 
Image source: City of Windsor 
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and Chapoton consisted of Farm lots 94, 95 and 96 
in Concession 1 of the Town of Sandwich, County of 
Essex. He ultimately acquired 468 acres and, in 1859, 
moved his family into the former Labadie farmhouse 
on the river shore. He took this two-storey frame 
building, constructed around 1839, and remodelled 
it, enlarging it and adding a third storey. On the 
surrounding lands, he built his distillery operation. 
Other than the distillery, however, the remainder of 
the lands he acquired were farmland or forest. 

From the outset, Walker was determined to have 
control over all aspects of the distillery business. 
To that end, he established what was essentially 
a vertically integrated corporation that extended 
beyond industrial production into all aspects of the 
supply chain, including the formation of an entire 
town to supply workers. Thus, the community of 
Walkerville was created as a factory town, built to 
serve the many businesses in which Walker had an 
interest. 

Walker concentrated his distillery operation along 
the waterfront, between Sandwich Street (later 
Riverside Drive) and the shoreline. Lands south 
of Sandwich were bounded by the railway tracks; 
beyond that was open land. In the beginning, 
Walker concentrated development within a roughly 
rectangular area bounded by the river to the north, 
Walker Road to the east, Wyandotte Street to the 
south, and Kildare Road to the west. Within this 
area he built the distillery, grain felds, a four mill, 
a farm (for hogs initially, later cattle), and employee 
housing. The river supplied water for the whiskey, 
the farms provided grain while the hogs and cattle 
ate the mash resulting from the distillery operation 
and were, in turn, sold. Walker owned all land and 
buildings. Housing was rented to employees (this 
allowed Walker to control who worked for him). No 
land or buildings were sold during his management 
of the Walker companies. 

Image 1E: Hiram Walker Cottages, Argyle Rd. 
Image source: BrookMcIlroy 
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To foster his expanding industrial operation, Walker 
established a ferry to Detroit (1881) and a railway. 
The Lake Erie and Detroit Railway (1888) linked his 
distillery to the agricultural hinterland of Essex 
County, ensuring a steady supply of grain and other 
raw materials and augmenting the service provided 
by the Great Western Railway. These additions to the 
existing marine and rail network enabled him to have 
an essentially self-contained community, separate 
from nearby Windsor. It was this sense of uniqueness 
that Walker strove hard to maintain. 

The community of Walkerville coalesced quickly in 
the years between 1870 and 1890. Walker’s frst 
houses were frame structures located in the blocks 
just west of Walker Road (some of which appear to 
have survived). He created a compact settlement 
immediately adjacent to his industrial operations. 
Acting as his own land developer and builder, he 
concentrated construction within a portion of his 
original tract, this one bounded by Walker Road to 
the east and Devonshire Road to the west and by 
the river to the north and Tuscacora Street to the 
south. Within these bounds Walker tried to create 
a complete community. Not only did he supply the 
water and sewer infrastructure, he built the streets 
and the buildings that lined them. In addition to 
housing he established a church (in 1870) that also 
served as a community centre and school. By 1875 
he had built a water pumping station, a frehall, a 
police station, as well as streetlighting. In 1879, 
Walker created a plan of subdivision that became the 
basis for future development of the community. 

To get a sense of what Walkerville was like in those 
early years it is instructive to refer to mapping from 
that era. Fire insurance plans from 1884 show a 
distillery operation along the riverfront that included 
a feed mill, grain elevator and drying elevator, 

warehouses, waterworks, a mill and distillery, a 
boiler house, a rectifying house and large coal yard. 
In addition to these structures there was also a ferry 
dock and ferry house, the Walker home in the former 
Labadie farmhouse, and a waterfront park. Across 
the street was the so-called Flatiron building (built 
1882) which contained shops on the frst foor and 
the Walkerville Music Hall (capacity 600) on the 
second. This and the Church of England (located 
further east on the same block) provided the local 
institutions, along with the fre hall (and reading 
room) and jail on nearby Walker Road. Surrounding 
these buildings were more industries and related 
land uses: a brick stable, bonded warehouses, 
a butcher shop, a paint shop, a cooper’s shop, a 
carpenter’s shop, a planning mill and a stave factory. 
All of these were owned or controlled by Walker. 
The only other enterprises in this area not wholly 
controlled by Walker were the Kerr Brothers Engine 
and Foundry Company and the Dominion Syrup 
and Sugar Refning Company. These industries 
were attracted by the good rail access and other 
incentives Walker could offer and they were 
harbingers of the major expansion of industry to the 
east, in what became Ford City. 

There were other industries attracted to Walkerville 
in the busy years between 1880 and 1890. Walker 
Road became the new centre of industry, with the 
distillery as its western edge. Major new industries 
such as Parke Davis, Globe Furniture, Malleable Iron 
Works, Barnum Iron and Wire Works, Ontario Basket 
Company, Walkerville Brewery, Milner Walker Wagon 
Works, Page Wire and Fence all clustered in a few 
blocks south of Riverside Drive, fanking the street. 

Aside from the industrial and institutional 
development, the early community consisted 
of somewhat sporadic groups of houses. With a 
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Image 1F: 1890 Fire Insurance Maps showing the growing Town of Walkerville 
Image source: SWODA/Archives of Ontario 

subdivision framework of square blocks bisected by 
rear lanes running north-south, the predominantly 
frame houses were located in close proximity to 
industry. There was a grouping just south of the 
railway between Assumption and Brant Streets 
fanking Devonshire Road, another cluster fanking 
Argyle and a somewhat disjointed grouping on the 
block east of Monmouth Road north of Tuscacora 
Street. Of all of these groupings, the ones along 
Argyle show a common house design and lotting 
pattern. It is interesting to note that there is no 
development along Wyandotte aside from a few 
scattered buildings, and the edge of the settlement 
is essentially the mid-block lane west of Argyle 
Street. As a result, the majority of modern-day 
Walkerville had not yet been built. 

The Big Expansion (1890-1914) 
All that changed as a result of a key event - the 
incorporation of Walkerville as a village. Up until this 
time, Walker controlled all aspects of the community, 
from what got built, who worked for him and where 
they lived. That was not what he had in mind for the 
future of Walker enterprises, however, and he and his 
sons made several key changes to the organization 
that had a profound effect on the ways in which the 
community developed . 

The frst major change he made was to relieve 
the company of responsibility for some public 
services via incorporation. Once Walkerville became 
incorporated, the company could offoad fre and 
police services, for example. Incorporation also 
beneftted the company in other ways. The town 
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now had a defned boundary within which it, rather 
than the municipality of Sandwich East, controlled 
expansion. The new boundary encompassed a 
larger area than the original settlement, extending 
west as for as the alley between Lincoln Road and 
Gladstone Road (it was later extended south of 
Tuscacora Street to Ottawa Street). Establishment as 
a municipality enhanced property values and made 
investment in expansion attractive, especially as the 
municipality could offer incentives such as low tax 
rates. 

But the most important outcome of incorporation 
was the symbolic, as well as practical, end of 
Walkerville as a company town and its new identity 
as a model subdivision. Walker and his sons wasted 
no time in creating the Walkerville Land and Building 
Company that became the major land developer, 
landlord and builder for the expansion of the village. 
In addition to owning property and renting it, the 
Walkers decided to improve the land and sell to 
prospective owners or builders (the company was 
also set up as a Trust with the Province of Ontario). 

Image 1G: Extract from Hiram Walker’s Loan Corporations Registry and Letters Patent (1897) 
Image source: SWODA/Archives of Ontario 
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As a result, the housing built earlier was offered 
for sale or was torn down and replaced with more 
proftable buildings. The former paternalistic pattern 
of management for the community evolved into 
one that had more in common with subdivision 
development elsewhere, although the Walkers still 
exerted a powerful infuence over what got built, 
and in what manner. Some of the development 
during this period still refected the regimented 
layouts of early Walkerville, but the more prestigious 
development south of Tuscacora Street, with its 
larger houses, churches and schools, had a different 
pattern. It is at this stage that the ideal of a “garden 
city” seems to have emerged. 

The Garden City movement arose in Great Britain 
in the late 19th century. As promoted by Ebenezer 
Howard in his book “Garden Cities of To-morrow”, 
these were to be the antithesis of the crowded 
and unhealthy cities of Victorian Britain. They 
were intended to offer the best of urban and rural 
living, in new, complete communities built in the 
countryside but linked to the city by rail and road. 
However, the socialist ideology of the Garden City 
movement seems to have been interpreted in many 
different ways such that it became a form of urban 
design rather than an economic and cultural shift 
from the prevailing way of building communities. 
In this way, Walkerville had more in common with 
model industrial communities such as New Lanark, 
Bourneville and Port Sunlight in Britain, and Pullman 
in the United States (or even 20th century resource 
towns in Canada such as Arvida and Kapuskasing). 
As a result, while Walkerville had many of the 
elements of a garden community, including a large 
farm located near the current Windsor airport to 
the south, it was still a factory town, not a utopian 
experiment in the manner that Howard envisaged. 
However, the label of “garden city” is a misnomer, and 

Walkerville is best understood, in part, as a model 
factory town. 

During the development phase that followed in the 
next decades, it is likely that Walker and his sons 
would have been well aware of current trends in 
culture and economics (as would their spouses), 
would have seen garden cities in the context 
of improved ways to build. Precedents such as 
Rosedale in Toronto were likely a reference, as would 
have been similar subdivisions in the US and Britain. 
What the Walkers did, however, was exert greater 
design control over the resulting expansion than was 
provided in many earlier subdivisions. For example, 
they laid out the streets with extensive landscaping 
and made the church and a public park as focal 
points at either end of the main north-south street 
(Devonshire). In a similar fashion, and subsequent 
to the development of Devonshire as a main-street, 
they developed the east-west commercial street 
(Wyandotte) with paving, street lighting and street 
trees. Throughout, they hired, or encouraged others 
to hire, prominent architects to design housing 
and commercial buildings as well as churches and 
schools. There was even an annual competition 
(sponsored by the Walkers) for the best foral garden. 
As of 1901, they retained the services of Frederick 
Trueman, a landscape gardener who managed works 
in the public realm as well as in private grounds. He 
established a nursery for fowering and ornamental 
plants and began a tree-planting program for the 
boulevards that resulted in approximately 10,000 
saplings being installed. After 1900, the Walker 
sons also used the prominent Detroit architect 
Albert Kahn for key commercial, residential and 
institutional buildings throughout Walkerville. This 
high standard of design throughout the village made 
Walkerville distinct from other communities of the 
time. 
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Image 1H: Walkerville streetscape photos showing paving, sidewalks, trees, lighting, and streetcar tracks 
Image source: City of Windsor 

Photographs from the frst decade of the 20th 
century show what are already mature and 
designed streetscapes. Roadways are paved with 
bricks and fanked by wide boulevards in which 
are planted sizeable deciduous street trees, with 
concrete sidewalks and stone curbs. Private homes, 
all designed in the eclectic styles popular in the 
Edwardian period, are edged with clipped hedges, 
low stone walls and simple wooden or cast-iron 
fences. Streetlights with double globes line each 
street. Even the fre hydrants appear to be custom 
designs. Devonshire Road has become the main axis 

for residential and public development. Anchored 
to the south by St. Mary’s Anglican Church and to 
the north by the riverside park and ferry dock, it has 
a node at the train station just south of the railway 
tracks. Here there was a large brick train station and 
baggage building south of which was an ornamental 
square featuring the Queen Victoria Jubilee fountain. 
Across the street was the railway hotel and, at 
the next intersections, the post offce/customs 
house and bank. Wyandotte Street by now had 
been developed as the main east-west axis of the 
community along which were the major commercial 
premises as well as the library, vaudeville theatre 
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Image 1J: Walkerville’s Pere Marquette Railway Station with Queen Victoria Jubilee Fountain in foreground 
Image source: City of Windsor 

and banks. Street trees and globes streetlights 
are also seen on this street, along with a uniform 
two storey building massing (brick predominating) 
with three storey buildings at intersections and 
canvas awnings along shopfronts. Even the distillery 
buildings were beautifed with vines up their sides, 
ornamental iron fences along their edges and 
deciduous trees (elms and catalpas) along their 
street face. 

Walker Disengagement (1915-1926) 
Changes in the Walker family altered the 
development that followed the initial bursts of 
building activity. Following Hiram Walker’s death 
in 1899, the prime mover during this period was 
Walker’s son E.C. Walker. It was he who sponsored 
the Queen Victoria commemorative fountain, 
retained American architect Albert Kahn to design 
key public and private buildings, built an expensive 
headquarters on the site of the former Walker 
farmhouse, created St. Mary’s Church and cemetery 
and, in a fnal grand gesture, built Willistead Manor 

and its related park and country club. His wife 
was also responsible for renaming the streets to 
their current state, away from their earlier, plainer 
titles (e.g. First, Second, Third…), with Indigenous 
references for the east-west streets and British 
Imperial ones for the north-south roads. But he died 
in 1915 and his brothers also died around that time. 

After being unsuccessful in her efforts to persuade 
her nephews to move to Walkerville, E.C. Walker’s 
widow moved back to the US and, as she had no 
children, the remaining heirs donated Willistead 
to the municipality in 1921. It was these heirs who 
developed the lands south of St. Mary’s Gate with 
restrictive covenants stipulating minimum house 
sizes (3500 sq. ft.). 
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Image 1K: 1909 air photo showing Walker’s distillery and the Walkerville townscape beyond (looking south) 
Image source: SWODA / Archives of Ontario 

Image 1L: 1909 air photo showing the Walkerville townscape with the Detroit River beyond (looking north) 
Image source: SWODA / Archives of Ontario 
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Image 1M: Ferry dock at the foot of Devonshire St. Image 1N: Waterfront park next to the ferry dock (1915) 
Image source: City of Windsor Image source: SWODA / Archives of Ontario 

Image 1P: Corner of Devonshire St. at Wyandotte St. (1916) 
Image source: SWODA / Archives of Ontario 

By this stage, as evidenced by fre insurance plans 
from 1924, most of the vacant properties within 
Walkerville had been built upon, with a few left open 
in the blocks south of Tuscacora. Some notable 
structures included the Grier Apartments (1918 at 
Chilver Road and Riverside Drive), the frst purpose-
built apartments in the village, the Tivoli Theatre 
(1918, on Wyandotte at Lincoln Road), and the St. 
Joseph Orphanage (on Riverside Drive east of Lincoln 
Road, now the site of the Windsor-Essex Children’s 
Aid Society). Around the train station there were still 
large industries, both north and south of the tracks, 
and industrial buildings were interspersed with 
housing between Assumption and Brant Streets. 
Along Wyandotte Street, commercial buildings 
occupy most, but not all, of the properties lining 
the sidewalk: there are still some houses facing 
the street or terminating a row of houses and small 

Image 1Q: Wyandotte St., looking west (1925) 
Image source: SWODA / Archives of Ontario 

shops extending from the side streets. The parts of 
Walkerville that showed the most infuence of the 
design intent of the Walker family were found east of 
Victoria, south of Wyandotte, and were concentrated 
along Monmouth Road and Devonshire Road. 
Within the overall streetscape treatment of trees, 
streetlights and paving, these parts of the village 
have the most coherent building styles and designs. 
It is here, perhaps more than in any other part of the 
community, that the sense of a “garden city” may 
be found. The concept is highlighted in the curved 
streets and landscaped “island” developed for St 
Mary’s Anglican Church and then the vast greenery 
of Willistead Manor, which promoted a traffc 
reduced, park-like setting to promote a residential 
neighbourhood focus. Lots were sold only to those 
who could afford to build homes of 3,500 square 
feet, thus ensuring the substantial character of the 
neighbourhood. 
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Image 1R: 1923 Fire Insurance Plan of Walker’s distillery 
Image source: City of Windsor 
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Image 1S: 1955 Aerial of Walkerville, looking north 
Image source: SWODA / Archives of Ontario 

The fnal stage of the Walker company’s involvement 
in Walkerville ended in 1926 when the heirs sold the 
distillery to a Toronto-based company. It is not clear 
at this time whether the Walker Land and Building 
Company continued in operation after the distillery 
portion of the Walker holdings was sold. 

Slow Maturation (1927-1970s) 
Infll around the edges and within Walkerville went 
on during the rest of the 1920s but the Depression 
slowed development here. However, alcohol sales 
may have helped Walkerville be the only fnancially 
solvent municipality in the fve Border Cities. The 
economic slump of the 1930s also weakened 
the village’s ability to operate as an independent 
municipality and, in 1935, Walkerville was 
annexed by the City of Windsor (despite great local 
opposition). 

By this stage, the lands along Wyandotte had been 
developed and those west of Chilver were subdivided 
and built upon in large part by the Chilver Land and 
Building Company on property inherited by Charles 
Lewis Chilver from his grandmother. The pattern of 
small, square blocks found in the earlier parts of 
Walkerville changes here to one of long, rectangular 
blocks, although the mid-block land system is 
continued. Here also the houses are smaller, with 
narrow side and front setbacks, and most are of 
frame construction. Within the older parts of the 
community, some of the frame houses from the 
frst era of development were replaced by small 
apartments, especially on Argyle north of Tuscacora. 
Former hotels became retail and apartment 
buildings and many of the distillery buildings were 
closed and abandoned or demolished. 
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Further changes came in the years following World 
War Two. The distillery operation expanded. The park 
and ferry dock at the foot of Devonshire Road was 
replaced with a large grain elevator. The train station 
as well as its outbuildings and ornamental park were 
removed in the late 1950s and the block containing 
the Flatiron Building was razed around the same 
time. The Pentilly mansion property on the west side 
of Devonshire Road was demolished and replaced 
by two apartment buildings, and several commercial 
properties along Wyandotte were replaced by 
parking lots or single storey commercial buildings. 

Gradual Revitalization (1970s-present) 
Walkerville beneftted from emerging trends in 
Canadian society during this period, the most 
important of which were the rise of heritage 
conservation and the revitalization of downtowns. 
The frst benefciary of these changing attitudes 
was Willistead Manor, saved from demolition and 
restored by the municipality in the late 1970s after 
a period of decline. Next, the Walker organization 
substantially renovated the headquarters building 
in 1990. And local citizens raised money for the 
relocation of the former town hall from Riverside 
Drive to Devonshire Road, to prevent its demolition. 
For the commercial core of Walkerville along 
Wyandotte Street, the City undertook streetscape 
improvements in the 1980s as part of a Community 
Improvement Program, adding street trees, street 
furniture, interpretive panels and reproduction 
globe streetlights. Former industrial buildings 
are being renovated and former public buildings 
such as the post offce/customs house have been 
converted to offce use. The residential streets have 
well-maintained boulevards and the standard of 
building maintenance is high. Also important is a 
renewed interest in local history as evidenced by the 
Walkerville Times publications and by local special 
events, both of which emphasize the community’s 
history and tell its stories. 
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Image 1T: 1989 Aerial, looking west 
Image source: SWODA / Archives of Ontario 

Image 1U: Aerial view of Walkerville looking north [2019] 
Image source: Google Earth Imagery 

Summary 

The physical setting of Walkerville that is valued 
today is largely the result of the second generation 
of the Walker family, with some contributions by the 
generation that followed. They had the money and 

the vision to create a model community that was a 
more unifed design than that initially created by 
Hiram Walker. While it is not clear if they, or even 
Hiram Walker, were working from a master plan, the 
expansion that happened after 1890 clearly showed 
a unifed design intent. Further research is needed 
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Image 1V: Walkerville today 
Image source: BrookMcIlroy 

to determine if there was a design guide of some 
sort that the Walker Land and Building Company 
used as the template for their work, or if Albert Kahn 
or other architects or landscape designers had 
design control at some stage. But it is clear that the 
development along Lincoln Road, for example, was 
of a much lower design standard than development 
undertaken by the Walker organization, so there 
is a clear distinction between the Walker products 
and those of other developers. It is also evident that 

the restrictive covenants the Walkers imposed for 
developments around and south of St. Mary’s Church 
may have contained some form of design guidelines, 
given the character of the properties that were built 
subsequently. What remains in place today is an 
artifact from the early 20th century; an Edwardian 
model subdivision born of a factory town and built 
thanks to the efforts of one family’s corporation, 
an organization that, for most of the development 
period, controlled many aspects of daily life within 
Walkerville. 
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The Unique Attributes and 
Character of Walkerville 

Built Form 

The study area for the Walkerville Theming and 
Districting Plan extends from Gladstone Ave. at 
the west to Walker Rd. at the east, and from the 
Detroit River at the north to Niagara St. at the south. 
This area consists of residential, commercial, and 
industrial uses in close proximity within a regular 
street grid that is pedestrian-friendly and lined 
with mature trees. Buildings range in age from 
contemporary to over 130 years old. 

Residential buildings are primarily single-detached 
homes between two and three storeys tall. Many 
of the homes in the study area have been given 
Heritage-Listed or Designated status by the City 
of Windsor in recognition of their cultural and 
architectural signifcance. A number of residential 
buildings in the 800 and 700 Block of Monmouth 
Road are semi-detached rowhouses with Listed 
Designations. These homes originated as Hiram 
Walker & Sons worker’s homes and include 
decorative brickwork and other unique architectural 
details. Many founding community members of 
the town, including many mayor/council members, 
resided north of Wyandotte Street on Devonshire 
Road and Kildare Road. South on Wyandotte Street 
and Devonshire Road near St. Marys Gate are 
exemplary examples of outstanding/distinguished 
architecture. 

A number of two and three storey apartment 
buildings are located within the study area along 
and near Assumption St., and Wyandotte St. Some of 

Image 2A: St. Mary’s Anglican Church 
Image source: BrookMcIlroy 

Image 2B: Wyandotte St. at Chilver Rd. 
Image source: BrookMcIlroy 

Opposite Image source: BrookMcIlroy 
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these buildings were developed as worker’s homes 
for Hiram Walker & Sons. Along the 600 Block of 
Argyle Road, apartment buildings were constructed 
in brick and stone, in the Classical Revival style with 
gothic parapet detailing. 

Commercial uses are primarily located along 
Wyandotte St. which serves as a commercial corridor 
of primarily one-to three-storey commercial and 
converted residential buildings. Most buildings 
along Wyandotte are built at or near the front lot line 
and create a pedestrian-friendly active commercial 
streetscape. Several open lots exist along Wyandotte, 
particularly toward the east of the study area, and 
many are used for vehicle parking. The commercial 
corridor includes a mix of listed heritage structures 
and buildings dating from the late 19th and early 
20th century, along with a number of post-war and 
contemporary buildings. Additional commercial uses 
are located on streets perpendicular and just north 

of Wyandotte St. at Devonshire Rd., Chilver Rd., and 
Lincoln Rd. Open lots along Devonshire Road are 
a result of past demolitions of buildings between 
Riverside Drive and Wyandotte Street including the 
original Walkerville Train Station. 

Industrial uses including the expansive Hiram Walker 
Distillery are located at the north-east of the study 
area near along Riverside Dr. and Wyandotte St. near 
Walker Rd. Many of the industrial buildings were 
or are associated with the Hiram Walker & Sons 
Company, and are now held and operated by a variety 
of owners. They range in height from one to fve 
storeys. 

The study area also includes various institutional 
uses including King Edward Public School, St. Mary’s 
Anglican Church, Lincoln Road Mosque, Walkerville 
Evangelical Baptist Church (fre destroyed), and All 
Nations Full Gospel Church. 

Image 2C: Wyandotte St., looking east from Gladstone Ave. 
Image source: BrookMcIlroy 
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Open Space 

Open spaces and parks are located within the study 
area, including the eastern edge of the Riverfront 
Trail, Walkerville Jubilee Park at Wyandotte St. 
and Kildare Rd., and the historic Willistead Park at 
the south edge of the study area.  Many informal 
open spaces are also present throughout the area, 
resulting from a combination of building demolition, 
decomissioning of railway lines, and interim uses as 
vehicle parking lots. Extensive informal open spaces 
exist in the vicinity of Riverside Dr., Devonshire Rd., 
and Assumption St. and present great opportunities 
for mixed-use destinations. 

Image 2D: The Riverfront Pathway (top) and 2E: former railway lands (bottom) 
Image source: BrookMcIlroy 
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Social, Cultural, and Community Assets 

One of Walkerville’s strongest assets is the people 
who live, work, and visit the neighbourhood and 
take pride in its dynamic history and bright future. 
Walkerville is home to many creative, energetic, 
entrepreneurial citizens who contribute to their 
community’s beauty, safety, and its creative and 
commercial landscape. 

Walkerville is the home to, and host of many 
social, cultural, and community assets. Several 
art institutions are present within the Study Area. 
The Walkerville BIA fulflls its mission to realize 
the neighbourhood as the chosen destination for 
visitors, businesses and residents by working with 
its members and partners [to] create and maintain 
a vibrant, historic, diverse business district through 
beautifcation, business development, and promotion. 
The visible positive effects of the BIA’s work are 
strong in the community both physically in the 
streetscapes, and in the storefronts of diverse for-
proft and non-proft businesses. 

Sho Art, Spirit & Performance is an art studio near 
Monmouth and Wyandotte St. that hosts an array 
of artists, theatre groups, non-proft organizations, 
businesses and creative industries. Other galleries 
and studios within the study area include Adele 
Duck, Arts Collective Theatre, Arts Council of Windsor 
& Region, Ina A. C. Collin Sculpting, Julia Conlon Art 
Studio & School, Levigator Press, and Walkerville 
Artists’ Co-Op. Several performance theatres are 
also in the study area including Riverfront Theatre 
Company and the Olde Walkerville Theatre. At the 
edge of the study area and serving as a gathering 
space for locals and visitors, Willistead Park is an 
extensive cultural and community asset with open 
spaces, furnishings. Within the park, Willistead 
Manor is a City-owned and operated heritage 
building serving many community-related functions. 

Other cultural and community organizations and 
assets in Walkerville include the Children’s Aid 
Society Windsor-Essex, Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 12, Olde Walkerville Theatre, Arts Council-
Windsor & Region, Walter D. Kelly Life Celebration 

Image 2E: Murals and vibrant business frontages along Wyandotte St. 
Image source: BrookMcIlroy 
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Centre, Masjid Noor-ul-Islam, Walkerville Evangelical 
Baptist Church, King Edward Public School, St. 
Mary’s Anglican Church, and  All Nations Full Gospel 
Church. 

Environment 

At the northern border of the study area, the 
Detroit River is a sensitive acquatic ecosystem. 
Originally serving as a railway right-of-way and 
industrial shipping corridor, the riverfront has 
evolved to include amenities such as the Windsor 
Riverfront Trail, which ends at the western edge of 
the study area. Riverside Dr. is a multi-lane road 
with few crossings or pedestrian amenities. As 
such, the right-of-way serves as a separating edge 
between waterfront amenities and the Walkerville 
neighbourhood. 

Environment-related opportunities include 
enhancing walkability and reducing vehicle reliance 
to combat air pollution; adaptively reusing existing 
buildings for new purposes; developing new green 
spaces and vegetation; reducing non-permeable 
surfaces and associated runoff; promoting 
low-carbon and low-impact development; and 
encouraging gentle intensifcation to combat urban 
sprawl and its associated environmental impacts. 

Thanks to the visionary landscape designs realized 
in Walkerville’s streetscapes and boulevards, the 
existing tree canopy within residential areas is 
extensive and an important asset for the community 
due to the trees’  associated beauty, ability to provide 
shade, and contribution to axial views down streets 
such as Devonshire Rd., Niagara St., and others. 
Enhancing the tree canopy in commercial, industrial, 
and riverfront areas is a key opportunity in improving 
environmental conditions throughout the study area. 

Image 2F: The adaptive reuse of the existing Walkerville Power Building is an example of sustainable development 
Image source: BrookMcIlroy 



29 Walkerville Districting Plan

 

 

 

 

 

 

Economy 

In addition to housing North America’s largest 
distillery operations, Walkerville boasts a diverse 
and robust commercial and industrial economy, 
primarily operating within the northern portion 
of the study area in the vicinity of Wyandotte St., 
Devonshire Rd., Brant St., Assumption St., and Argyle 
Rd. Business activities range from professional 
services, retail shops, restaurants and pubs, product 
manufacturing, personal services, media outlets, 
performing arts, health care, fnance, and others. 

Fostering growth and success within Walkerville’s 
business sector, including the incorporation of 
new businesses to fll gaps in service offerings 
for residents and visitors, will be key to ensuring 
Walkerville’s continued economic success and future 
as a sustainable and complete community. 

As Walkerville continues to mature and evolve, 
folding commercial, industrial, and recreational 
uses seamlessly into the community’s pedestrian-
friendly urban fabric will serve to connect Walkerville 
from the Riverfront to its residential core, and to its 
neighbouring communities to the east and west. 

Material and Associative Heritage 

The associative heritage value of the Walkerville 
study area is connected with the origins and growth 
of Walkerville from a Model Factory Town to a 
contemporary mixed neighbourhood. For many years, 
the Walkerville Times and its associated publications 
and endeavours have been crucial keepers of 
knowledge on the history and heritage of Walkerville, 
and continue to communicate and promote the 
community’s heritage. Chapter 1 of this document is 
based on extensive original document research and 
provides an overview of the material and associative 
heritage elements found in Walkerville. 

Image 2G: Rail spur between Walker and Devonshire Rds. 
Image source: BrookMcIlroy 
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Walkerville Nodes, Gateways, and Pedestrian Connections 
Walkerville includes two distinct Gateway locations along Wyandotte Street at Gladstone Avenue and 
Walker Road. When crossing these Gateway locations, a distinct change in the built form and public realm 
is present. A nodal area is identifed on Wyandotte Street respectively between Lincoln Road and Argyle 
Road. This node includes a mix of uses including commercial at grade. A prominent pedestrian connection 
connects Willistead park to nodal areas to the north along Kildare Road. 

Pedestrian Gateway Node 
Connections 
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Heritage and City-owned Properties Distribution in Walkerville (January 2020) 
The Heritage and City-owned Properties Distribution map shows that Walkerville lacks City-owned Property. 
Many Heritage Properties are disbursed throughout the Study Area with the largest concentration in the south-
east quadrant. 

City-owned Property 

Heritage Property 
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Program Distribution in Walkerville 
The Program Distribution map shows that Walkerville lacks existing green space. Wyandotte Street is an east-
west commercial corridor while Devonshire Road is a north-south corridor comprised of commercial uses at the 
north and residential towards the south. Industrial lands are respectively located north of Assumption Street 
and east of Argyle Road. 

Institutional Industrial 

Green Space Commercial 
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Walkerville Figure-ground Diagram by Building Height 
Walkerville includes a broad distribution of building heights. The majority of the buildings are 1-2 storeys. Taller 
buildings are generally industrial or institutional in their use. The largest concentration of taller buildings 3 
storeys or greater is in the north and north-east quadrant. 

1-2 Storeys 5+ Storeys 

3-4 Storeys 
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Laneways in Walkerville 
Walkerville includes a well connected network of laneways throughout the Study Area. 

Building Laneways 
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Walking Distances and Landmarks in Walkerville 

1 Riverfront Trail 
2 Grain Silo 
3 Hiram Walker & Sons Limited 
4 Children’s Aid Society Windsor-Essex 
5 Royal Canadian Legion Branch 12 
6 Olde Walkerville Theatre 
7 Arts Council-Windsor & Region 

0 m 200 m 
0 miles 0.125 miles 

8 Walter D. Kelly Life Celebration Centre 
9 Masjid Noor-ul-Islam 
10 Walkerville Evangelical Baptist Church 
11 King Edward Public School 
12 St. Mary’s Anglican Church 
13 All Nations Full Gospel Church 

400 m 
0.25 miles 

(fre destroyed) 
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Analysis of

 Strengths 

Opportunities

 Aspirations

 Results 

Introduction 

The following SOAR analysis presents a high level 
review and analysis of the Walkerville Study Area. It 
identifes the strengths, opportunities, aspirations 
and results from an urban design perspective and 
are informed by background research, site visits, and 
consultation with the public and key stakeholders. 
This analysis will inform the fnal recommendations 
of the Walkerville Theming and Districting Plan 
including establishing a design framework and the 
identifcation of potential initiatives, improvements, 
projects, and opportunities that the City of Windsor 
can undertake within the Study Area. 

SOAR Analysis 

For the purposes of this analysis, the S.O.A.R. 
categories are defned as follows: 
• Strengths: Existing positive features or attributes 

for the area. 
• Opportunities: Conditions where the potential 

for revitalization or improved conditions may be 
viable. 

• Aspirations: The preliminary vision and core 
ideas for the project, informed by expert opinion 
and consultation with the public and key 
stakeholders (Phase 1 project consultation). 

• Results: The desired outcomes and measures 
that will signal the success of the project. 

Strengths 
Identifed strengths for the Study Area include: 
• A rich history and built cultural heritage, 

including a signifcant number of heritage 
properties within the neighbourhoods. 

• The overall walkability of the Study Area, 
including fne grain, walkable blocks. 

• The area’s proximity to the Detroit River. 
• The area’s proximity to the international border, 

providing opportunities for trade and ease of 
mobility between Canada and the United States. 

• A diversity of land uses including institutional, 
residential, commercial and open spaces. 

• The presence of employment uses related to the 
Hiram Walker Distillery and Walkerville Brewery, 
with opportunities for interaction with these 
facilities (e.g. tastings, brewery tours, night 
market) 

• The presence of a central commercial corridor 
along Wyandotte St. and Devonshire Rd. that 
provides access to a range of services to area 
residents, workers, and visitors, including 
restaurants and cultural facilities. 

• The existence of an established arts and non-
proft community. 

• The presence of a mature tree canopy throughout 
the residential neighbourhoods. 

• Quality Housing Stock 

Opportunities 
Identifed opportunities for the Study Area include: 
• Improved integration of the Hiram Walker 

Distillery built form into the fabric of the 
community. 

• Integration of public art or landscaping 
treatments to reference the area’s historic 
signifcance, including possible design 
inspiration from the Model Town concept (e.g. 
murals, lighting, streetscape design, wayfnding). 
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• Creating an enhanced green network to the 
Riverfront, which may include street trees, 
planters, and/or street-level landscaping. 

• Realizing a large, mature tree canopy in 
commercial and industrial areas, including along 
Wyandotte Street. 

• Creating and enhancing pedestrian and cyclist 
connections from the developed areas of the 
Study Area to the Riverfront. 

• The creation of a public park or square within the 
Study Area linked to the Riverfront (e.g. located 
at Devonshire Road and Riverside Drive), which 
functions as a community destination. 

• Potential partnerships between the City of 
Windsor and private developers to negotiate land 
for publicly accessible open spaces or parkland. 

• Identifcation of new nodes, corridors and 
gateways within the Study Area in order 
to prioritize urban design initiatives (e.g. 
landscaping, lighting, public art, wayfnding). This 
may include strengthening the conditions on 
Devonshire Road and Wyandotte Street. 

• Bolster/continue to build on the vibrant and 
active street frontage along Wyandotte Street. 

• Sensitive intensifcation of key sites and 
corridors through redevelopment. 

• Recognition of Indigenous presence within the 
Study Area through sensitively integrated design 
interventions (e.g. gathering space, landscaping), 
determined in consultation with the Indigenous 
community. 

• Improved connectivity from the Windsor GO Train 
Station to the Study Area. 

• Build on heritage characteristics, industrial 
history, and context. 

Aspirations 
Identifed Aspirations for the Study Area include: 
• Enhanced pedestrian and cyclist safety along 

Riverside Drive and Wyandotte Street (e.g. new 
signalized crossings, traffc calming, buffering 
between vehicular traffc and pedestrians) 

• Increased housing through reuse and 
intensifcation opportunities. 

• New gateway features or visual landmarks to 
distinguish the Walkerville Study Area from the 
adjacent context. 

• Additional commercial uses along Wyandotte 
Street to better serve the needs of residents (e.g. 
grocery store). 

• The integration of public art within the area. 
• Strengthening and improving laneway 

connections within the Study Area, including 
opportunities for animation and placemaking. 

• Expansion of the night market and other event 
and festival opportunities. 

Results 
Identifed Results for the Study Area include: 
• A Hierarchy of Streets that prioritizes and 

balances a variety of users and creates safer 
and more effcient connections for pedestrians, 
cyclists, and motorists 

• Enhanced Streetscape Design along major 
pedestrian routes 

• Animated and Vibrant Streets and Laneways 
• An Enhanced and Expanded Mature Tree Canopy 

in the neighbourhoods, commercial areas, and 
toward the Waterfront 

• A Diverse Mix of Uses, Housing and Building 
Types 

• Sensitive and Carefully Integrated Intensifcation 
that refects Walkerville’s historic character, 
including: 

• The Protection and Enhancement of Built 
and Natural Heritage; and 

• The Protection of Neighborhood Character 
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Conclusion 

The SOAR Analysis identifed in this document 
identifes the perceived strengths, opportunities, 
aspirations and results related to the Walkerville 
Theming and Districting Plan, informed by 
background review, site visits and consultation 
undertaken in Phase 1 of the project. The fndings 
of the SOAR will be used to inform the District 
Vision and preliminary directions on initiatives, 
improvements, projects, and opportunities that will 
enhance the urban conditions in the Walkerville 
Study Area and foster and enhance the thriving local 
character and culture. 

Image 4A: Rail spur between Walker and Devonshire Rds., looking west 
Image source: BrookMcIlroy 
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Brand and Marketing Opportunities 

Following is a list of high-level themes that could 
be leveraged in the branding and marketing of 
Walkerville as a unique and diverse destination. 

Walkability 
Walkerville includes a fne-grained network of 
streets and laneways that are lined with a diversity 
of commercial, residential, and institutional uses. 
Streets include sidewalks and other public realm 
amenities which create a pleasant environment for 
walking. 

Past and Present 
Walkerville is a contemporary model town that is 
built upon the heritage of Hiram Walker. 

Distilling 
Walkerville was founded on distilling and is still the 
location of a thriving distilling industry. 

Arts & Culture 
With its many galleries, theatres, businesses, and 
restaurants Walkerville is a hub for arts and culture. 

Architecture & Built Heritage 
Walkerville includes a diverse range of unique 
architectural styles and over 200 heritage buildings. 
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Consultation Process 

The Walkerville Theming and Districting Plan 
communicates a vision for the future of Walkerville 
that has been developed in close collaboration 
with the people who live, work, visit, dine, and play 
in Walkerville. The consultation process involved 
both in-person and virtual opportunities to 
generate ideas and visions, and to provide input and 
feedback on the designs. In addition to the formal 
consultation events, many conversations with 
leaders in Walkerville’s business, arts, and creative 
industries helped to inform the ideas and direction 
of the Plan. 

Phase 1: Community Design Workshop 

To kick off the public consultation process, a 
Visioning Workshop was held at the Walkerville 
Brewery for the Walkerville Theming and Districting 
Plan. The session was attended by City of Windsor 
Staff and members of the consultant team from 
Brook McIlroy and Letourneau Heritage Consulting. 
A total of 56 participants signed into the workshop, 
but more were in attendance. 

The purpose of the Visioning Workshop was to 
inform participants about the Plan’s purpose, 
process, and expected outcomes.  Participants 
learned about Walkerville’s Evolution and growth 
through a presentation by the heritage consultants. 
The presentation provided background and 
context for subesequent design and charette style 
exercises. 

In six separate groups, participants circulated 
through a visual preference exercise, an “I love...” / 
“I wish...” mapping activity, and sketched out their 
visions for the future of Walkerville. 

Community Engagement Website 
The consultant team established a community 
engagement website housing various materials, 
including an overview of the project and the 
upcoming opportunities for feedback. The 
website contained a Background Report outlining 
Walkerville’s evolution, an analysis of the attributes, 
character, and urban form of Walkerville, and a 
study of the strengths, opportunities, aspirations, 
and results as well as marketing opportunities. The 
website was subsequently updated with a summary 
of the Community Design Workshop, as well as the 
Phase 2 and Phase 3 virtual surveys. 

Phase 2: Online Ideas Survey 

Based on the input and ideas generated at the 
Community Design Workshop, the consultant 
team produced an online digital survey providing 
opportunities for the public to offer ideas and input 
on ten identifed Initiatives, Improvements, Project, 
and Opportunities (IIPOs). 404 responses were 
receieved, providing creative and visionary ideas for 
reimagining Walkerville. 

Phase 3: Online IIPO Feedback Survey 

Following further design refnement based on 
the Phase 2 survey feedback, a series of narrated 
videos illustrating 3-dimensional modeling of the 
IIPO designs were provided in an online Feedback 
Survey. 133 responses were received, providing 
thoughtful insights and feedback on the proposed 
designs. The feedback was incorporated into the 
fnal designs presented in the Plan. 
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Photos of Community Design Workshop at the Walkerville Brewery 
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Screen capture of phase 2 consultation online survey with 
inspirational precedent imagery 
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Screen capture of phase 3 consultation online survey with embedded 
virtual fly-through videos 
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Visioning Workshop Summary 

On December 3rd, a Visioning Workshop was held at 
the Walkerville Brewery for the Walkerville Theming 
and Districting Plan. The session was held between 
6:30 pm and 8:30 pm and was attended by City 
of Windsor Staff and members of the consultant 
team from Brook McIlroy Inc. The session was 
also attended by the sub-consultant team from 
Letourneau Heritage Consulting Inc.  A total of 56 
participants signed into the workshop, but more were 
in attendance. 

Purpose 

The purpose of the Visioning Workshop was to inform 
participants about the Plan’s purpose, process, and 
expected outcomes. Participants learned about 
Walkerville’s Evolution and growth and were also able 
to provide their feedback through various design and 
charrette style exercises. 

Presentation from Sub-Consultant Team 
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Agenda 

The agenda for the Visioning Workshops was as 
follows: 

• Introduction; 

• “I Love” and “I Wish” and the Visual Preference 
Study Exercise; 

• Formal Presentation on Walkerville’s 
Evolution; 

• Public Square Design Exercise; 

• Sketch Your Walkerville Vision; 

• Conclusions. 

Introduction 

The Introduction was started by Adam Coates with 
the City of Windsor. Adam introduced the project 
and the consultant team. Following Adam Coates’ 
introduction, Nathan Flach introduced Brook 
McIlroy’s past planning involvement with the City of 
Windsor. Participants were divided into six separate 
groups at random and asked to re-seat themselves. 

“I Love” / “I Wish” & Visual Preference Study 

After the Introduction, the consultant team 
introduced the “I Love” and “I Wish” and the Visual 
Preference Study Exercise. 
The “I Love” and “I Wish” Exercise had participants 
post stickers stating what they wish and what they 
love about Walkerville. An aerial map was provided 
and participants were encouraged to post the 
stickers onto the map. Due to the high number of 
participants and stickers, many stickers did not 

“I Wish” 

• Walkability 

• Numerous comments praised the overall 
walkability of the Walkerville District. 

• Additional comments relating to 
walkability included the need for car-free 
streets, complete streets, safer crossing 
opportunities along Wyandotte Street East, 
and better access to the waterfront. 

• Parks 

• Numerous comments were made relating 
to the need for better connection to the 
public waterfront including the Riverfront 
Trail. Some participants suggested that 
the Riverfront Trail should connect to the 
Walkerville District. 

• Other comments included a lack of trees and 
the need for a dog park. 

• Vehicular Concerns 

• Some participants stated that additional 
parking was required. 

• Others noted that traffc calming and better 
traffc enforcement was needed. 

• History and Character 

• Several comments suggested including 
additional gateway and/or visual landmark 
features to distinguish Walkerville. 

• Several comments suggested that 
Walkerville’s distinct character be maintained 
and reinforced. 

• Some comments suggested that Walkerville’s 
past history be included in a meaningful way 
as the District is planned and developed. One 
comment suggested historic plaques. 

spatially relate to specifc areas on the map. Any • Public Art 
location-specifc comments are highlighted below. 

• Several comments suggested that murals A summary of topics and comments include the 
and additional public art was welcome. 

following: 
• Public Realm 

• Several comments suggesting additional 
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patios on streets and laneways. 

• Some comments suggested additional 
courtyards. 

• Housing 

• Numerous comments were made relating to 
increased housing diversity and options. 

• Some comments suggested that mixed-use 
housing and commercial building options 
could be added. 

• Laneways/Alleys 

• Numerous comments suggested 
improvements to the care and upkeep of 
laneways/alleys. 

• Numerous comments suggested more 
activation in laneways/alleys including uses 
which back directly onto them and additional 
beautifcation. 

• Programming 

• Some participants suggested more festivals 
be held in Walkerville. 

• General Comments 

• Numerous comments suggested that 
Walkerville currently lacks grocery stores and 
indoor exercise locations. 

• Some comments suggested that infll 
opportunities were present along Devonshire 
Road and Riverside Road. 

• One comment was made suggesting 
additional picnic benches and a community 
centre be included at Willistead Park. 

“I Love” 

• Walkability 

• Many participants noted that Walkerville 
is very walkable due to the high number of 
amenities that can be accessed by foot. 

• Many participants noted that Walkerville 
felt like a complete community with many 
commercial, park/open space, and residential 
uses. 

• History and Character 

• Many participants noted that Walkerville had 
a strong sense of community, and cultural 
and physical heritage. 

• Built Form 

• Many participants noted that Walkerville had 
many historic buildings. 

• Public Realm 

• Numerous comments remarked on the 
many patios and courtyards available in 
Walkerville. 

• Commercial/Retail 

• Many participants enjoyed the high number 
of diverse shops, restaurants, and breweries. 

• Programming 

• Some comments suggested that the night 
market and festivals were positive. 

Visual Preference Exercise  
The Visual Preference Exercise asked participants 
to stick stickers onto photos showing various public 
realm elements. Each sticker represented a “vote” for 
the participant’s visual preference. Each participant 
was given approximately 12 stickers to stick onto 
any of the 96 photos provided. The Visual Preference 
Responses summary below includes all photos with 
10 or more stickers. 
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“I Wish” and “I Love” Responses 
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